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FOURTH A.NNUAL REPORT 



OF THE 



COMMISSIONER OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 



Office of State Commissioner of Common Schools, 

CoLiTMBUs, January 20, 1858. 
To the General Assembly : 

In compliance with the requirements of law, as expressed in sections 
55 and 56 of ^^An act to provide for the reorganization, sapervision and 
maintenance of Common Schools," passed March 1, 1853, 1 respectfully 
submit the following 

REPORT. 

It is highly desirable that full and exact returns be had of the opera- 
tions of our School System throughout the State. To accomplish this 
end, earnest effort has been made. The various school authorities have 
been reminded of their obligations in the case, and shown the necessity 
of faithful obedience to the demands of the law. And it is believed that 
the report of the present year is a somewhat closer approximation to 
completeness and reliability, than those of former years. In 1854, the 
year in which the present law went into operation, 77 counties reported; 
in 1855, the number increased to 81 ; and in 1856, reports from 85 coun- 
ties were received. For the past year, reports have been received from 
67 counties ; Cuyahoga alone being delinquent. The Auditor of that 
county reported the enumeration of youth; and nothing further, of prac- 
tical value. It is a singular fact that Cuyahoga has for three successive 
years, failed to make such reports to this office as the law requires. It 
has a larger population than any other county in the State, excepting 
Hamilton ; and from its position it might reasonably be supposed that 
in educational matters, it would be an example of excellence. That the 
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schools in the city of Cleveland are among the best in the State, id beyond 
dispute. There may be other good schools in the county ; but no other 
county in the State makes so poor a show in the Annual Reports of this 
Department. 

That I have endeavored to secure returns from that county, will appear 
from the following correspondence : 

Office of State GoxMmissioner of Common Schools, 

Columbus, December 2, 1857. 

William Fuller, Esq., Auditor Cuyahoga County — 

Dear Sir: The report required by our School Law, from Cuyahoga 
county was due on the 5th ult. I this day received what purports to be 
said report, but it is so meager and imperfect as to be utterly useless. 
It contains next to nothing beyond the enumeration of youth. How it 
can happen that Cuyahoga county should appear at least 300 per cent, 
worse than any other county in the State, is more than I can understand. 

I do not think that I should be of&cially blameless were I to accept 
from any county a report so worthless as that which you send ; and this 
is to inform you that I feel it my duty to decline its acceptance. It is 
very unpleasant for me to feel obliged to adopt this course; a thing which 
I have not done in regard to any other county ; but such is the character 
of your report, that no alternative is left me. 

I earnestly request that a report such as the law requires, be forthwith 
forwarded. Unless the clerks of the townships have grossly neglected 
their duty, they must be in possession of the facts of which the law 
requires that your report be composed; and I trust that you will exact of 
them the, statements required of them in section 19 of the School Law. 

# # * «r « 

Yours truly, 

A. SMYTH, 

Commissioner. 



Auditor's Office, Cuyahoga County, 
Cleveland, December 22, 1857. 

A. Smyth, Esa., School Commissioner — 

Dear Sir : Your letter of the 18th inst. was duly received. 
In reply to which I would say, that the report forwarded to you was as 
full as could be made from the materials furnished to this office ; and I 
am sorry to say that 1 have not been able to procure fuller reports from 
the Township Boards. 

Until provision is made for the payment of officers under the School 
Law, it will be difficult to compel them to perform the services required. 

Yours respectfully, 

WILLIAM FULLER, 

Auditorr 



The following townships have failed to make returns of the enumera- 
tion of youth within their limits, as required by sections 8 and 9 of the 
School Law : 



OOUNTIEB. 

Carroll, 

Gallia, 

Hancock, 

Hardin, 

Highland, 

Holmes, 

Logan, 

Lorain, 

« 



TOWNSHIPS. 

Augusta. 

Raccoon. 

Van Buren. 

Liberty. 

Madison. 

Corporation. 

Bellefontaine. 

Elyria. 

Black River. 



C0UNT118. 


TOWKBHIW. 


Marion, „ 


Waldo. 


Noble, 


Noble. 


(C 


Olive. 


Scioto, 


Union. 


Stark, 


Alliance. 


C( 


Marlboro. 


Washington, 


Decatur. 


u 


Ludlow. 


C( 


Newport. 


(( 


Palmer. 



La Grange. 

A number of other townships in the State have failed to report any- 
thing beyond the enumeration. In regard to many important particu- 
lars, the returns from a majority of the counties are exceedingly deficient. 
It is believed that this negligence is not, to any considerable extent, 
chargeable to the Auditors of the counties, through whom all reports are 
rendered. Nearly all the Auditors accompany their returns with com- 
plaints of official delinquencies on the part of morfe or less of the Boards 
of Education in the townships. Some of them report but few of the items 
specified in section 19 of the Law. Some of them commit inaccuracies 
which are beyond the power of the Auditors to correct or comprehend. 

To correct these evils something may be effected by furnishing Teach- 
ers and others upon whom reports are dependent, improved forms for 
reports. It is my purpose to see that these be provided at an early day. 

Many school officers entertain the opinion expressed by the Auditor of 
Cuyahoga county, that the chief cause of imperfect returns is found in 
the fact that the school law makes no ample provision for the payment 
of those whose services it demands. To some extent this idea may be 
just; and yet it may be that too much importance is attached to it. 

Sec. 8 makes it the duty of the Directors in each sub-district to take, 
or cause to be taken, the required enumeration of youth between the 
ages of five and twenty-one years ; and return the same to the township 
Clerk, wiio is also Clerk of the Board of Education. In case the Directors 
fail to perform this duty, it becomes the duty of lUe township Clerk to 
procure its performance. Sec. 18 makes it theduty of each school Teacher 
at the expiration of each- term, to file with the township Clerk, certain 
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statistical statements of facts concerning the school. The penalty for 
neglecting this duty is the forfeiture of pay for services. 

The above named sections faithfully complied with, would always 
secure to the township Boards all the data requisite for complete returns 
to the Auditors of counties. The same sections give the Clerks authority 
in all cases to enforce obedience to their requirements. 

Sec. 19 makes it the duty of Boards of Education in the townships, to 
combine the educational facts, derived from the sources named, with 
other facts which must of necessity be in their possession ; and forward 
the same to the Auditors of their respective counties. The Auditors are, 
by section 40, required to return to the State Commissioner an abstract 
of all the returns of school statistics made to the township Boards ; and 
section 55 makes it the duty of the Commissioner to embody the returns 
received from the Auditors; and report the same to the General Assembly. 

It is obvious that strict compliance with the legal provisions named 
would, in all cases, secure prompt and accurate returns, such as the high- 
est interests of our educational system demand. And since such returns 
are not rendered, it follows, that certain officers fail to discharge their 
duty in the case. 

It is proper here to inquire whether this official negligence is justly 
attributable to the cause intimated ; namely, that no provision is made for 
the payment of those upon whom the duty of making returns is imposed. 
In the examination of this point, it is found that section 41 provides that 
the County Commissioners of each county in this State, shall make the 
same allowance to the County Auditors out of their respective county 
treasuries, for services performed and expenses incurred under this act, 
as is allowed for other services of like nature. 

It is, therefore, obvious that there is no ground for complaint on the 
part of the Auditors. 

The township Boards of Education are, by section 25, authorized'to 
impose the duty of reporting to the Auditors upon their Clerk, or upon 
the Acting Manager of Schools for the township. Should they appoint, 
for this purpose, the Acting Manager of Schools, they may, according to 
section 13, "allow him a reasonable compensation for his services." 
Should they appoint the township Clerk to prepare and forward the 
required report, he could claim and receive payment for this labor, as 
well as for other clerical services rendered. In reply to the iijquiries, 
whether township Clerks are entitled to remuneration for their services 
as members of the township Boards of Education, or for making and 

"smitting to Ceunty Auditors, abstracts of the enumeration returned to 



them, or for taking the enumeration in case the Directors in any sub- 
district fail to take and return the same, or for filling vacancies in the 
Boards of Local Directors, or for drawing in favor of Teachers, or for 
acting as Clerks at meetings relative to Central or High Schools, or for 
prosecuting township Treasurers on their bonds, or for reporting to the 
State Commissioner when required to do so ? If so, from whom and 
from what funds ? the following answer was given by the late Commis- 
sioner, Hon. H. H.Barney: 

" The rule on this subject is understood to be, that township or county 
officers neither salaried nor created by the school law, but upon whom it 
imposes certain new duties, are entitled to the same allowance out of 
their respective county or township treasuries, for services performed 
and expenses incurred under the school law, as is allowed them for other 
services of like nature rendered in their official capacity." (See Jour. 
Ed. vol. Ill, p. 130, ques. 31.) 

In most instances the township Clerk is also the Acting Manager of 
Schools. In either case ample provision is made for payment of services 
rendered in preparing and forwarding reports to the County Auditor. 

The reports which teachers are required to make demand no other 
remuneration than that which is received in their stipulated salaries. 

The only remaining officers, upon whom reports are dependent, are the 
Directors of sub-districts. They are required annually to take, or cause 
to be taken, an enumeration of all the unmarried white and colored 
youth between the ages of five and twenty- one years, resident within 
such sub-district, and return the same to the township Clerk. When it 
is considered that there are in each sub-district three Directors, and an 
average of about sixty youth subject to enumeration, the annual duty 
thus imposed can not be deemed as seriously onerous. 

Although no provision is made for paying school officers for the dis- 
charge of ordinary duties, yet it must be apparent to all that ample 
remuneration is provided for preparing and forwarding the several 
reports for which our school law makes demand ; with the simple excep- 
tion of the enumeration in sub-districts. It is difficult to understand why 
such general and earnest complaint should have been made against our 
School System on this account. 1 am inclined to the opinion that the 
provisions of the law relating to this matter, have not been fully under- 
stood. 

Certain heavy penalties the law imposes for neglecting the reports 
which it requires. In case the Directors in any sub-district shall fail to 
take and return the enumeration required, the expense of taking the 
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same may be recovered from tbem in a civil action, before any court 
having jurisdiction in suck matters. If School Teachers neglect to make 
the reports required of them, Ihey forfeit the full amount of their salaries. 
If Boards of Education and Auditors fail to make proper returns, their 
townships and counties can not lawfully share any portion of the State 
school funds ; but these officers are held responsible for the amounts 
which would have been apportioned to their respective townships and 
counties had the proper reports been rendered. (See sec. 8, 18 and 42.) 
Section 40 declares that " in case the County Auditor shall fail from any 
cause, to make return of the abstract as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of 
the County Commissioners to deduct for every such failure from the 
annual salary or allowance made to the auditor for his services, the sum 
of fifty dollars." 

The law is decided and emphatic in forbidding that funds be apportioned 
to such townships and counties as fail to make the reports required. 
Section 37 declares " the County Auditors shall, annually, and immedi- 
ately after their annual settlement with the County Treasurer, apportion 
the school funds for their respective counties according to the enumera- 
tion and returns in their respective offices ; and no township or other dis- 
trict, cHy, or village, which shall have failed to make and return such enumera- 
tion, shall be entitled to receive any portion of the common school funds^ 

Sec. 67 is equally explicit in regard to this particular. It provides 
that no order shall be drawn by the County Auditor upon the County 
Treasurer, in favor of any Board of Education, '^ unless the local 
Treasurer, Clerk, Recorder, or Secretary of such Board, or other school 
officer, shalljirst deposit with said Auditor, anmudly, an abstract of the enume^ 
ration oj scholars and other statistics relative to the schools under their charge, 
as required by this act, of Teachers, local Directors and Boards of Education 
in Townships, '^^ 

It has been deemed prudent hitherto not to enforce the above provis- 
ions ; but to afford the people in all parts of the State ample time and 
opportunity for full acquaintance with the general principles and special 
details of our School System. But in the opinion of the late School 
Commissioner, the time has come when the highest interests of education 
demand that for the future all townships, cities and villages, which shall 
fail to make the returns which the law requires, shall be excluded from a 
participation in the school funds. Such is also my own judgment in the 
case. To carry this idea of duty into strict execution, would be, on the 
part of County Auditors, an unpleasant necessity ; but whenever an 
ndividual has accepted office under any given law, it becomes his imper- 
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ative duty to abide by the provisions of that law ; and delicate and 
painfal as the discharge of his official duties sometimes may be, he has 
no option but to execute them. And in this view of the case, I shall 
address all County Auditors in the State in regard to this matter. Sec. 
52 declares that the State Commissioner of Common Schools " shall 
exercise such supervision iwer the educational funds of the State as may be 
necessary to secure their safety^ and right application, and distribution accord- 
ing to law. He shall have power to require of County Auditors, Town- 
ship Boards of Education, or other local school officers. Clerks and 
Treasurers of townships, County Treasurers and Clerks, Recorders, and 
Treasurers of cities and villages, copies of all reports by them required 
to be made ; and all such other information in relation to the funda and con- 
dition of schools, and the management therecf, as he may deem important. ^^ 



LABORS AND OBSERVATIONS OP THE COMMISSIONER. 

In obedience to the requirement of Sec. 50 of the School Law, I 
have visited various portions of the State, for the promotion of educa- 
tional interests. At the elope of the period embraced in this report, I 
had held the office of Commissioner of Schools less than seven months. 
Duriug that time I spent seventy-one days in twenty-eight different 
counties. I traveled upward of 4,000 miles ; delivered forty-one public 
lectures ; besides sixty-eight less formal addresses to schools. Teachers, 
etc. With the Auditors of Counties, County School Examiners, Boards 
of Education, and other school officers, I made acquaintance. From 
these, and other sources of infor]:nation, I learned much in regard to the 
workings of our School system. 

Had not the pressure of other duties prevented, I should have extended 
my visits to other counties, to which earnest invitations called me. That 
much can be accomplished by labors of this character, none can dispute. 
Could every township in the State be thus visited, the improved condi- 
tion of the schools would speedily evince the usefulness of the effort. 
An impetus would thus be given to educational spirit and enterprise, 
such as is not likely otherwise to be induced^ But desirable as this may 
be, it can not be performed under present engagements. The harvest 
truly is plenteous, but the laborers ftre few ; or rather there is but a single 
laborer appointed for this vast field ; embracing an area of forty thou- 
sand square miles, and a population of about three millions. And when 
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it is remembered that the School Commissioner is obliged to devote 
nearly all his time to duties which must be performed in his office at the 
seat of government, it is manifest that he can do little toward visiting 
the almost fifteen hundred townships embraced within the State. He 
can spend but a day or two in a county ; and in most cases this time 
must be given to official duties at the County Seat. 

My usual course of effort, on visiting a town, is as follows, — though to 
some extent it is modified by circumstances : Spend an hour or two 
with the County Auditor, who is the chief school officer of the county ; 
inquire of him concerning the condition and workings of our school system 
within his county ; what objections are urged against it ; what changes 
would, in his opinion, add to its efficiency and popularity. The Auditor 
in turn asks many questions concerning the proper interpretation of 
various provisions of the School Law ; states cases which have arisen 
under his observation : particularly in regard to taxation, and the distri- 
bution of funds. We consult and plan in regard to securing prompt and 
full statistical returns from the Boards of Education. 

Whenever a majority of the Board of County School Examiners is 
found at the County Seat, an hour, more or less, is spent with them in 
inquiries and consultations relative to the important trusts with which 
they are charged. 

Members of Boards of Education call for advice in regard to the inter- 
ests committed to their charge. 

Whenever time permits, more or less of the schools of the town are 
visited, and briefly addressed. 

In some cases, the Teachers of the several schools are called together 
by their Superintendent, or Principal, at a late hour in the afternoon, 
and addressed in regard to their duties. 

In the evening an educational lecture is given to all who may choose 
to be present. In most cases these lectures have been numerously 
attended. 

So far as I have heard an expression of opinion in regard to the pres- 
ent school system of the State, it has been almost uniformly in its favor. 
I had been led to suppose that in many counties there existed decided 
and earnest opposition to our general School Law. I have visited coun- 
ties from which, in former years, numerous petitions have been forwarded 
to Legislatures, praying for the repeal^ or radical modification of this law. 
But nowhere have I been able to discover the present existence of such 
opposition ; and I am confident that the system has worked itself into a 
'^'^ndition of increased popularity. In illustration of this idea, it may be 
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proper to make allusion to one of the largest and most populous counties 
in the State. That county had, three years ago, the reputation of being 
almost unanimously opposed to our School Law. From all its townships 
petitions were sent, earnestly praying for repeal ! repeal ! In the month 
of May I visited several points in that county, and met hundreds of its 
citizens. I received assurances that the former opposition had almost 
wholly subsided. A prominent gentleman of the county, now a member 
of the State Senate, expressed his belief that not more than one in fifty 
of the people there, wished for any important change in our School Sys- 
tem. Since that time a public meeting has been held in that county, 
and after full discussion, our School Law, in all its important features, 
was by vote sustained. 

There may be in various parts of the State opposition to the School 
Law which I have not encountered ; and which in no way has come to 
my knowledge. • 

That our School system is perfect, none of its intelligent friends can 
claim. That certain modifications would enhance its efficiency and value > 
must be apparent to all who bestow on the subject due consideration. 

In the further prosecution of official duties, the following named circu- 
lars have been issued from this office : 

1. To County Auditors and Boards of Education, calling special 
attention to the amendments of the School Law, passed April 17, 1857. 

2. To County School Examiners. 

3. To Examiners of Teachers of the Graded Schools in the State. 

4. To the Boards of Education for the Graded Schools in the State. 

5. To the Presidents and Principals of Colleges and Female Semi- 
naries in the State. 

6. To the Principals of Teachers' Institutes held during the year end- 
ing August 31, 1857. 

7. To County Auditors, making inquiries concerning the operation 
and influence of section 23 of the School Law. 

The purpose of these Circulars, excepting the first, was the collection 
of facts in regard to the educational condition of the State. The author- 
ity for this action is found in section 52, which gives the Commissioner 
power to call upon all school officers throughout the State for such infor- 
mation as he may deem important 

By this course, the Department has been furnished with educational 
statistics, additional to those usually found in its Annual Reports, which i 

are deemed highly valuable. These, together with copies of the Circu- 
lars named, will be found in other parts of this Report. 
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The extensive correspondence of the Department with school authori- 
ties, Teachers, and others, has furnished no little information in regard 
to the condition of our schools. 

From the knowledge derived from these several sources, I am fully 
warranted to assert that the School System of the State is, to a highly 
encouraging extent, working out its desirable purposes. During the four 
years of its existence, it has experienced the difficulties and embarrass- 
ments incident to so radical and revolutionary changes as it instituted. 
It has met many hindrances ; and its provisions are not yet in full and 
efficient operation in all parts of the State. Still its good results bear 
abundant testimony to the wisdom of its enactment. Under its workings 
the schools of the State have improved more than one hundred per cent.; 
and it affords a promise of still higher achievements for good in the future. 
It has survived the dangers incident to its infancy ; and it now enters 
the period of its youth with prospects most cheering and grateful to its 
friends 

Of its success it might be satisfactory to speak and to hear ; but it is 
deemed more proper to call attention to such considerations as demand 
the attention and the action of the Legislature ; and of all others who 
desire that the fullest success should attend the future operations of our 
School System. 



ITS ADMINISTRATIVE FORCE. 

I fully agree with my predecessor in the opinion that provision is not 
made for the efficient and successful administration of our School Law. 

The work devolved upon its chief executive officer is more than any 
one man has power satisfactorily to perform. An examination of those 
sections which prescribe his duties, will show that the Commissioner's 
office is ?io sinecure. . 

His correspondence is very extensive. As many as twenty letters are 
sometimes received in a single day. They relate to the just and proper 
interpretation of the law. They come from County Auditors, Boards of 
Education, Directors, Examiners, Teachers and others, who seek advice, 
and relief from difficulties. Great interests are often involved in the 
inquiries forwarded to this Department. To reply to them as their im- 
portance demands frequently requires a considerable amount of time. 
The law must be carefully examined, not only in the letter of particular 
articles, but also its general spirit and intention. The letters of the 
Commissioner often prevent litigation and prolonged strife between par- 
ties, and serve to harmonize discordant influences. It is the belief of th« 
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undersigned, that the letters and '^ opinions " of Mr. Barney, during his 
administration, saved to the people of the State many thousands of dol- 
lars, which would otherwise have been expended in law-suits, growing 
out of the local administration of our School System. 

Nearly all the letters received at this office, demand immediate atten- 
tion. Whatever other work may be in hand, it must be laid aside, that 
the letters be promptly answered. In illustration of this fact, permit me 
to mention a single instance. A few mornings since, on coming to the 
office with the purpose of devoting the day to the preparation of this 
report, I found letters, among which were the two following ; which I 
present as fair specimens of the character of hundreds of others every 
year received : 

Farmington, Trumbull County, Ohio, J 

December 16, 1857. \ 

A. Smyth, Esq., Commissioner of Common Schools: 

Dear Sir : The Board of Education of this township have requested 
me to correspond with you. We formerly had three sub-districts lying 
side by side, the centre one being rather isolated, having a stream of 
water on each side of it. The districts are mainly formed by three roads 
running parallel to each other, one mile apart, with a cross road near 
the centre. The enumeration in 1856, in the east district No. 6, was 
47, in the middle district. No. 11, was 37, and in the west district. No. 12, 
was 43. At the last annual spring meeting, it was ordered that No. 11 
be abolished and added to Nos. 6 and 12, the centre road being the divi- 
sion line. Said meeting adjourned to May 11, at which time a petition 
was presented, signed by nearly all the voters of the three districts, 
praying to be set back as originally. The Board refused. At the Sep- 
tember meeting the Local Board was appointed a committee to move 
the school housein No. 12 to the centre of the district. Subsequently it 
was found that two of the committee would not act, and the matter was 
delayed for some time, and the inhabitants of the three districts in a per- 
fect ferment. The consequence was a special meeting of the Board was 
convened October 31. The subject was thoroughly discussed, and the 
Board, presuming they had a right to meet at any time, and transact any 
business they thought conducive to the good of schools, ordered that the 
whole proceedings be rescinded. Subsequently, J. H. Strickland, the 
acting clerk of No. 12, wrote to you, and after receiving your answer, 
one of the committee. Prince Way, went on and moved the school house, 
purchased a site, etc., and brou^t in a bill to pay expenses ; and I, as 
agent of the Board, refused to give an order for the money. Another 
special meeting was the consequence, and the Board refused to pay, and 
now the person who moved the house has sued the Board, suit to come 
off December 23. James H. Strickland, the clerk, was appointed Direc- 
tor by me in the spring of 1855, and did not take the oath of office until 
a few days ago, when he was sworn in by the probate judge of this 
county. Last spring. Prince Way, the person who moved the house, was 
elected Director,, and he was sworn by Jas. H. Strickland. 
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We wish inrormation on the following points, and such other sugges- 
tions as you may think advisable : 

In your answer to Mr. Strickland, you say that the boundaries of 
districts cannot be altered at a special meeting; 

Question 1st. Could the Board not rescind Us Jormer action at a 
special meeting, when, in their judgment, the good of the schools 
required it, especially when all the arrangements were not consum- 
mated ? 

2d. Can not the Board move, alter, repair or build school-houses 
at any time they may deem it necessary ; and, if so, ought not the 
school-house in No. 12 to have been left; as it was, according to the 
orders of the Board ? 

3d. Is Jas. H. Strickland a director and member of the Board, unless 
reappointed^ when he has not taken the oath of office as required by law ? 

4th. Is Prince Way a Director, unless reappointed, having been 
sworn by J. H. Strickland, who was not at the time sworn himself? 

Full information on these points, and such other suggestions as you 
may see proper to make at your earliest convenience, will be thank- 
fully received by the Board of Education, and 

Your obedient servant, 

Jas. D. Kennedy, 

Township Clerk. 



Sarahsville, Noble County, O., 
December, 18, 1857. 

To the Schod Commissioner ^ Columbus, O, : 

Dear Sir : — I am treasurer of Buffalo township, in this county, and 
as such, I am at a loss to know how to act in a matter of difficulty 
between this and Seneca township, in this county. The matter is this : 
Two years ago last spring, the Boards of Education of both townships 
met, pursuant to notice, and transferred, for school purposes, by metes 
and bounds, one*half mile all along the east side of said Buffalo town- 
ship to said Seneca township. At the same time, they made the addi- 
tional entry, and said : ^ Also John Nicholson and H. Stranathan.' 
These men live in Buffalo township, but not within the territory 
that was transferred by metes and bounds. 

The said Nicholson and Stranathan were dissatisfied with said 
transfer, and would not send to the school in Seneca township. The 
Board of Buffalo township are also dissatisfied with the transfer, and 
refused to allow to Seneca township, the money that by enumeration is 
coming to the children of said Nicholson and Stranathan, which 
amounts to about $30. The Buffalo Board struck a dividend, and 
apportioned the funds between the several districts, and the funds to said 
Nicholson and Stranathan, they give to the district in Buffalo township, 
to which they say said parties properly belong. 

The clerk of Buffalo township issued an order on me, as such 
treasurer, for the money, and the Board of Education in the same 

wnship ordered me not to pay it. What shall I do in the premises ? 
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Was the transfer, by only giving the names of said Nicholson and 
Stranathan, good? Should not the territory upon which they live have 
been transferred by metes and bounds ? The Board of Education of 
Seneca townehip have brought suit against me for not paying over the 
money on said order. The Board of Education in my township have 
ordered me not to pay. What shall I do ? 

Any information that you would be pleased to give me under the 
circumstances would be thankfully received. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

Henry Ervin. 



Not much progress was made upon the report during that morning. 
Not unfrequently is the office visited in a single day by from five to ten 
gentlemen, from various parts of the State, for consultation, and the 
transaction of business pertaining to this Department. 

The preparation of circulars to school officers throughout the State 
occupies considerable time. The same is true in regard to preparing 
and transmiting blanks to the Auditors and Boards of Education, for 
returns to this office. 

In respect to the time required for traveling, lecturing, etc., mention 
has already been made. 

In certain quarters complaints were made against the late Com- 
missioner, that he did not, during the first year or two of his term, travel 
and lecture to the extent which the law required. But it should 
be remembered that the correspondence of the Department was 
then more extensive and perplexing than it is at present ; and how he 
could find time to visit a^ aZ/, it is difficult to understand. And I deem it 
not improper that I should avail myself of the present opportunity for 
bearing testimony to the ability and fidelity with which that gentleman 
discharged his official duties. Had he been aided by a deputy and a 
clerk, the highest interests of the State would have been promoted ; and 
the cause of education would have advanced far beyond its present 
condition. 

The obvious truth is that the central administrative force of our 
School System, is entirely too weak for the labor required. The 
machinery is too heavy and too complicated for the driving power which 
has been provided. The train is too heavy to be moved with rapidity 
by a single locomotive. 

This is not said with the least intention of making complaints, or 
piteous appeals for sympathy and assistance. It is not asked that the 
labor of the Commissioner should be lessened, and his cares relieved. 
The sole object of their statement is that it may be put in his power 
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more effectually to serve the public in his Department. It is the State, 
rather than the Commissioner, that would be benefitted by an addition 
to the administrative force of our School System. This necessity was 
urged with force by the late Commissioner ; and it is acknowledged by 
all who are aquainted with the facts in the case. 

It is believed that the money would be wisely and profitably expended, 
should the Commissioner be furnished with a sufficient number of 
deputies or assistants, for visiting every township in the State, during 
his official term of three years. But the present is not a favorable 
time for asking new appropriations to any considerable extent. The em- 
barrassed condition of our treasury, I am fully aware, demands the most 
rigid economy, and every practical retrenchment of expenditures. And 
as much as the office needs one or more deputies, such assistance is not, 
under the circumstances, requested. 

But as a matter of most pressing necessity, it is asked that the Com- 
missioner be allowed to employ a Clerk, Section 4^ of the general 
School Law provides that ''The State Librarian shall, in addition to the 
duties of his office, discharge the duties of Secretary to the Commissioner 
of Common Schools, under his direction." 

This provision has proved utterly inadequate to meet the necessities 
of the ease. Its design was, in part at least, to provide more ample re- 
muneration for the Librarian ; the salary of that officer being but $600. 
That the Librarian should have a higher salary must be apparent to all; 
but that that officer should be pensioned upon this office, is not so mani- 
fest. With equal propriety might he be made Secretary to the Governor, 
or a Clerk in the State or Treasury Department. So numerous are hb 
other duties, that little time is left him for performing clerical duties to 
the Commissioner. The present Librarian is a gentleman of distin- 
guished and varied talent, and his services are in demand not only by 
the State, but in various other directions. Though he would not decline 
to render aid to the Commissioner if required^ still such aid as it would 
be proper to demand of him would not half meet the necessities of this 
Department. 

The Commissioner needs a Clerk in his office ; one whose time he can 
command. 

During the past year the Commissioner has received very little assist- 
ance from the Librarian ; not because such assistance has been refused; 
but because it could not, under the circumstances, be required. He has 
employed at different times during the year seven different persons to assist 
him at times of particular business pressure in his office; whom he has 
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paid from his contingent fimd'between three and four hundred dollars. 
This course he has been obliged to pursue, although the assistance ren- 
dered thus by individuals unacquainted with the peculiar business of the 
Department, has not been in all cases such as necessity has demanded. 
In his last Annual Report, Mr. Barney uses the following language in 
regard to this matter . 

<*The School Commissioner, like the other State officers, ought to ha?e 
a clerk or secretary, ail of whose time he could command. Thn State 
Librarian, although disposed, like the present able and accommodating 
incumbent, to render the Commissioner all the aid in his power, yet his 
duties as State Librarian are so various and often so pressing, that he 
can not render that aid when it is most needed. The secretary of the 
School Commissioner must be familiar, not only with clerical duties, but 
with educational matters generally, so that in the absence of the Com- 
missioner, on his official tours, he can answer most ..of the letters which 
relate to the interpretation of the school law, or which seek for advice 
and direction in adjusting difficulties and embarrassments often arising 
in the administration of school affairs, and thus relieve the Commissioner 
of the necessity of having these letters forwarded to him whenever he is 
away from his office, on his miraion of school visits." 

It will be seen that but little additional expense will be incurred by the 
employment of a permanent Clerk. The salary of such an officer would 
not need to exceed one thousand dollars. The $300 now paid to the 
Librarian, and the $300 paid for occasional assistance, would make up 
the greater part of this salary; so that an additional expense to the 
State of but $400 would be incurred. 

With this statement I respectfully request the necessary appropriation- 
for the payment of a Clerk. 

In the State of New York the Superintendent of Schools receives an* 
annual salary of $2,500, and all his necessary traveling expenses. He 
is also allowed a general Deputy, with a salary of $1,500, and also a^ 
clerk. 

Massachusetts, with a territory of but one-fifth the extent of Ohio, and. 
a population but one-third as large as ours, gives her chief school officer 
a salary of $2,500, and traveling expenses ; two Deputies, or Agents, 
with salaries of $1,500 each, and traveling expenses; and an office Clerk. 

This makes the administrative force in the School System of Massar 
chusetts more than ten times as strong, numerically, as that in our own 
State. 
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LOCAL SUPERVISION. 

It is the opinion of many that our School System requires a more care- 
ful and efficient local supervision. 

It is said that in many parts of the State the schools are seldom or 
never visited, and that school examinations are never had. 

The visiting of schools by competent Examiners, has ever been found 
an essential auxiliary. Good schools are seldom found where this prac- 
tice does not prevail. 

It was the design of our School Law to make ample provision in regard 
to this necessity. Section 6 makes it the duty of local Directors "to visit 
the school or schools of the sub-district at least twice during each term, 
by one or more of their number, with such other person or persons com- 
petent to examine pupils in their studies as they may choose to invite.'' 
But this requisition is very far from meeting general performance. 

Again, section 13 gives authority to each Board of Education through- 
out the State to *' appoint one of their number the Acting Manager of 
Schools for the township, who shall do and perform all such duties as the 
Board may prescribe in relation to the management and supervision of 
the different schools, and the educational interests of the township, and 
may allow him a reasonable compensation for his services." 

This is indeed a wise provision ; one of the most important articles in 
our School Law. "A Manager of Schools," an ^^ Acting Manager of 
Schools," is imperiously demanded by the necessities of every portion of 
the State. And if every township in the State was blessed with a well- 
qualified Manager of Schools, they would enjoy the best plan ever de- 
vised for local supervision. By spending one day in each week in this 
service, every school in the township could be visited as often as once 
•each month. Teachers and pupils would be prompted to more earnest 
•endeavors ; .greater progress and thoroughness in study would be se- 
•cured ; school property would receive surer protection ; and there would 
remain no difficulty in the matter of preparing and forwarding to the 
</ounty Auditors the statistics which the law requires. All this service 
could be performed, and all these benefits secured to each township, at an 
expense of not exceeding $100 ; as not more^tban forty days in the year 
would need to be employed. 

But notwithstanding all the advantages which would flow from this 
practice, it has been adopted in but very few instances. And if further 
legislation could secure its more general adoption, it is the opinion of 
the undersigned that such legislation should be had. 
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Pressed by the necessity of more direct and vigilant supervision, many 
of the friends of education throughout the State, have suggested the idea 
of County Superintendents, who should act in regard to the counties as 
it was designed that '' Acting Managers" should do for the townships. 

A writer In a recent number of the Ohio Journal of Education, urges 
with ability the appointment of County Superintendents; assigning 
many valid reasons for the same ; defining the duties of such an officer, 
etc.; from which the following is an extract : 

'* That a County Superintendent is the one thing needful for the per- 
fection of our State, school system, few will deny, who will be, or have 
been, sufficiently interested to examine the matter. But to succeed, the 
officer must be a working man ; the office is a laborious one ; the duties 
are extensive and responsible, and the diligent prosecution of them 
would occupy the greater portion of a year. In every county, be would 
be an active colleague of the State School Commissioner, subject to his 
instructions, and ready to aid him, both during his official visits, and upon 
all other occasions." 

But it appears to the undersigned that the attempt to carry this idea 
into execution, would be met by certain practical difficulties, which 
would to a great extent, thwart its purpose. The plan has been adopted 
in several of the States ; but in most instances it has failed to realize 
hoped-for results. And if every township was favored with an '* Acting 
Manager of School," there would remain little necessity for County 
Superintendents. 

The subject of local school supervision is submitted and commended 
to the consideration of the Legislature, as a matter of no secondary 
importance. 



NON-ATTENDANCE, IRREGULAR ATTENDANCE AND 

TRUANCY. 

« 

The School system of Ohio makes ample provision for the education 
of (dl the children of the State. The propriety of this provision is found 
in the fact that all the children of the State need to be educated. Public 
interest and private welfare alike forbid that any should grow up in 
ignorance, unqualified for the duties and enjoyments of life. Every 
consideration of policy and of benevolence, demands that every child in 
the State should receive a good common school education. If it is neces- 
sary that but one half of the youth of the State be educated, our School 
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System is a folly and an extravagance, for which there can be offered no 
adequate ezcnse. 

It is legitimate to inquire whether all the youth of Ohio are availing 
themselves of the means provided for their education. This inquiry 
meets a ready and mournful answer in the following facts. The whole 
number of youth enumerated in the State, as appears by the returns 
received at this office, is 838,037; while the whole number enrolled in all 
our schools is but 603,347; leaving 234,690, who have not attended at all 
during the year. It is highly probable that a considerable number of the 
youth enrolled have been twice counted ; or counted for the enrollment 
of both summer and winter schools. This presents the case in a still 
more unwelcome aspect. 

But the average daily attendance during the past year, was but 350,867; 
that is, oT the 838,037 youth of the State, but 350,867 have been in regu- 
lar attendance upon the schools ; leaving an average of 487,170 who so 
far as appears, have attended no school. Some of these have attended 
private schools ; some, denominational schools, some Academies, and 
some Female Seminaries. Ill health, and other sufficient causes, have 
prevented the attendance of many. 

But when every reasonable allowance is made for good and sufficieiit 
causes of non-attendance upon the public schools of the State, it will be 
found that not less than 300,000 are not thus included. And should not 
the fact that an average of 300,000 of the children and youth of Ohio, 
have not during the past year been in attendance upon any school, lead 
us to inquire whether there is no remedy for so great and threatening an 
evil ? What man is there, possessed of humane, benevolent and patriotic 
principles, who does not desire such a remedy ? 

Various persuasive influences may prove correctives of this evil to a 
limited extent ; but will anything short of legal requirements secure an 
adequate remedy ? 
Says a late writer upon this subject : 

« 

** Other countries have had to encounter the difficulty, have had to 
legislate for it ; and, while we are not prepared to assent to the principle 
of compulsory education as a matter of policy in the present state of our 
school systems, still, we are not sure but that, in any event, such a couroe 
is better than the * let-alone,' free and easy, voluntary, and, we were 
going to say, destructive system now pursued. 

" In many of the European States, parents are compelled to send their 
children to school. In lYossia absentees are liable to full school fees, 
and a fine or a day's labor in compensation. In Saxony nothing is an 
excuse for absence from school but sickness, and attendance is compelled 
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by fine and imprisonment. In Hanover the ecclesiastical anthorities are 
charged with the inspection of schools, where every child from the age 
of six is required to attend, unless sufficiently instructed elsewhere. In 
Bavaria no child is allowed to leave school tUl it has arrived at the age 
of twelve years, and then not without an examination and a certificate, 
which is necessary to apprenticeship and marriage. In Austria all the 
children, from the age of six years, must go to school till they are twelve 
years of age. A Commiasioner from the French Government, who has 
been examining the school systems of Germany, urges the necessity of 
compulsory instruction — of some system which shall compel the attend- 
ance upon instruction of some kind of all the children of the State. If it 
is wise in the State to take authority out of parent^' hands, it is in such 
a case as this. Education makes the citizen, and the evils of ignorance, 
or a misdirected education, do not fall simply upon individuals', but are 
entailed upon society." 

Nor is compulsory education limited to Eitfopean countries. The fol- 
lowing law to compel attendance upon school has for five years been in 
force in Massachusetts : 

** Sec« 1 . Every person who shall have any child under his control 
between the ages of eight and fourteen years, shall send such child to 
some public school within the town or city in which he resides, during at 
least twelve weeks, if the public schools within such town or city shall 
be so long kept, in each and every year during which such child shall be 
under his control, six weeks of which shall be consecutive. 

" Sec. 2. Every person who shall violate the provisions of the first 
section of this act shall forfeit, to the use of such town or city, a sum not 
exceeding twenty dollars, to be recovered by complaint or indictment. 

"Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the school committee in the several 
towns or cities to inquire into all cases of violation of the first section of 
thid act, and to ascertain of the persons violating the same, the reasoiis, 
if any, for such violation, and they shall report such cases, together with 
such reasons, if any, to the town or city, in their annual report ; but they 
shall not report any cases such as are provided for by the fourth section 
of this act. 

" Sec. 4. If, upon inquiry by the school committee, it shall appear, or if, 
upon the trial of any complaint or indictment under this act, it shall 
appear, that such child has attended some school not in the town or city 
in which he resides, for the time required by this act, or has been other- 
wise furnished with the means of education for a like period of time, or 
has already acquired those branches of learning which are taught in 
common schools, or if it shall appear, that his bodily or mental condi- 
tion has been such as to prevent his attendance at school, or his acquisi- 
tion of learning for such a period of time, or that the person having th • 
control of such child is not able, by reason of poverty, to send such child 
to school, or to furnish him with the means of education, then such per- 
son shall be held not to have violated the provisions of this act. 

** Sific. 5 It shall be the duty of the Treasurer of the town or city to 
prosecute alt violations of this aofc." 
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During the last session of the Legislature of Ohio, on motion of the 

Hon. Mr. Brazee, it was 

*' Resolved^ That the standing committee on Common Schools be and 
they are hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing 
by law for compelling parents and guardians to send their children and 
wards, within certain ages, to school for a certain period during each 
year." 

In a recent letter, received at this office, the mover of the above reso- 
lution remarks as follows : 

*^ The resolution you refer to was not offered by me with the expecta- 
tion that it would at that time be adopted by the General Assembly. My 
object was to call the attention of that body, and the people of the State 
generally, to the great evil assumed by the terms of the resolution to 
exi-t, in hopes that in good time a remedy would be devised that would 
suppress the evil, and be sanctioned by public opinion. 

'* No individual, in advance of the experiment, would have foreseen, 
that in our State, where a public fund is provided and expended adequate 
to the instruction of all the youth of the State in the elements of a 
business education, that children would be permitted to grow up to man 
and womanhood, without having availed themselves of any of the advan- 
tages arising from the existence of the system, and utterly ignorant of 
the arts of both reading and writing. Yet such is undoubtedly the result 
of the experiment — and the number of those who are thus neglected is 
sufficiently numerous to justify a legislative remedy, as the workings of 
the system itself can not be expected to produce a remedy that would be 
available to the present, or perhaps succeeding generations. 

'< This evil arises from a variety of causes : 

'^ 1. From the avarice of parents who think more of the labor of their 
children, as the means of increasing their wealth, than of imparting to 
them the facilities for procuring a business education. 

^^ 2. Many poor people have not the means of purchasing the neces- 
sary books, nor of providing their children with suitable clothing to go 
to school. 

'^ 3. But the larger number of children who are thus neglected are 
supposed to be those of parents who, out of sheer negligence, omit their 
duties, and tolerate an almost entire absence from school, without any 
settled purpose or design in so doing. 

" Now, the question arises, what isthe proper remedy? What remedy 
will public opinion sustain, that will be adequate to the evil ? The 
remedy contemplated in the resolution, properly applied, would doubtless 
headtqiLate; but would public opinion sustain it? That question will 
be best decided by the Representatives of the people, who are supposed 
to be, and probably are, the best exponents of the ptiblic will. 
, *^ In some of the New England States a citizen otherwise qualified, 
who cannot read and write, is, I believe, deprived of the right of suffrage. 
Such a remedy would go far, in any of the American States, to suppress 
the mischief; but it is harsh, and our Constitution would not admit of its 
adoption here." 

It is doubtless true that public opinion in Ohio is not yet prepared to 
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demand compulsory education. But it is believed that the time is not far 
distant when a law similar to that of Massachusetts, and to that contem- 
plated by the resolution of Mr. Brazee, will be called for by all the intel- 
ligent friends of education. If the Legislature has power to tax the 
property of the State for the support of schools, has it not also the 
power, and the rigkt^ to require that these schools shall be made to 
accomplish the purposes for which they are instituted. If parents will 
not perform the high and solemn obligation to secure to their children 
some amount of education, should not the State interfere in behalf of 
such children for the protection of their interests ? If the State has the 
right to punish crime, has it not the right, so far as it can, to prohibit and 
prevent crime ? 

Irregular attendance upon school, the result of truancy, etc., is a sore 
evil in all our larger towns. As a corrective of this evil, a law has been 
enacted in Massachusetts to punish and prevent truancy. The several 
cities and towns have authority for the appointment of three or more 
persons, who are authorized to make complaints to judicial officers, of 
auch children as are guilty of this offense. When all other efforts at 
reformation fail of success, one of these officers complains of the 
offender, who is arraigned according to law, and if found guilty is sen- 
tenced to some reformatory institution for a period varying from one to 
two years, where he will be instructed in the common school studies, and 
also taught to labor at some trade. In some cases the child is sentenced 
to the State Reform School during his minority, not so much to punish 
him as to save him from apparent ruin, and to give him an opportunity 
of growing up under good influences, and becoming a good member of 
society. 

Says Ex- Governor Boutwell, Secretary of the Massachusetts Board of 

Education, in his last annual report : 

^'Truancy, or the absence of pupils without the knowledge and author- 
ity of parents or teachers, is an evil which has received special attention 
in some places, as Boston and Lowell, and demands serious considera- 
tion in every town and city of the State. Truancy is not absence from 
school, merely ; it involves in its commission deception and falsehood, 
and is usually produced by, or connected with, offences, and even crimes 
of a flagrant character. The attention of the legislature has been given 
to the subject, and the several statutes of 1650, chapter 294, 1852, chap- 
ter 240, 1852, chapter 283, 1854, chapter 88, and 1855, chapter 309, furn- 
ish to every municipal government sufficient authority to diminish mate- 
rially, if not en&rely to remove the evil. The power having been vested 
in the towns and cities, an appeal may be made to them in behalf of its 
judicious exercise. The report of the Superintendent of public schools 
in Boston shows that that city has wisely and thoroughly executed the 
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law; and the extract from his report is well worthy the attention of the 
dties and chief towns in the State. Ignorance is not in itself the most 
dangerous result of systematic and general truancy. It begets an indiffer* 
ence to the wholesome restraints of society; children become hardened by 
repeated violations, of the law ; their moral sens^ibilities are deadened ; 
their thoughts, amusements and pursuits become intrinsically vicious, or 
even dangerous elements of influence and resistance in a well-ordered 
state. Truancy furnishes many inmates for the Reform Schools, Houses 
of Correction, Almshouses and Prisons." 

All who have had experience in the management of schools in the cities 

and villages of Ohio, have come to the conclusion that there are truants 

elsewhere than in Massachusetts. 



NORMAL INSTRUCTION. 

The purpose of Normal Schools, is the better to qualify men and 
women for the practice of the Teacher's profession. They are, nsualfyi 
established and supported by the States and cities in which they are 
located. In all the States and larger cities in our country, which have a 
high reputation for educational progress and excellence, Normal Schods 
are in operation. 

It has has been urged as an argument against such institutions, that it 
is not the province of the State to provide for the education of Teachers ; 
that it is the business of those who choose to enter this profession, to 
qualify themselves for the discbarge of its duties. It has often been 
affirmed that there is no more propriety in the support of Normal Schools, 
at the expense of the State, than there would be in sustaining Medical 
Colleges, Law Schools or Theological Seminaries, in the same manner. 
There would be justice in this view of the ease, were it true that the 
State had undertaken to manage and carry on the practice of medicine, 
law and religion, as it has undertaken the management of the education 
of the State. Our Teachers are the servants of the State, subject, to its 
control and performing its mandates, to an extent far greater than are 
the Doctors, Lawyers and Clergymen of the State. 

Our ^neral government has deemed it necessasy to establish and 
support military and naval academies, for the instruction of officers tar 
the army and navy. The justification of this course is to be found in its 
necessity. For the same reason is it proper for the State to interest 
itself in institutions for the qualification of Teachers for its schools. 
Necessity is the highest and most imperative law knows in society. To 
its mandates all other laws must yield. It is a kind of " higher law/' 
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everywhere enforcing its requirements. And if there is a positive and 
commanding necessity for a greater number of competent Teachers in 
our State, than can be obtained from other sources, Normal Schools 
should be established for answering this demand. Whatever is required 
for carrying our State schools into successful operation, should be sup- 
plied. Their cost to the people of the State for the year under review, 
was two millions and three hundred thousand dollars. This vast amount 
of money will be little better than wasted, if the twenty thousand Teach- 
ers of the State are unqualified for the duties which they assume. The 
Teacher is the one thing needful for securing a good school. The school 
house may be as splendid and costly as Diana's Temple, — every appli- 
ance which money can secure may be had, but with a poor Teacher, the 
school will be poor. 

Who are good Teachers ? What is their ofBce ? What is it that they 
are set to accomplish ? What interests are dependant upon their influ- 
ence? Is there any office held by human beings eo important, so vast 
and far-reaching in its results, as that of him who forms the character 
and shapes the .destiny of immortal minds ? Upon whom rests responsi- 
bilities so great ? 

Says Bishop Tillotson, " Many things in this life require great care 
and forethought, but the greatest work in life is to rear and build up a 
man." 

It is an idea with many that it requires no great amount of character 
to teach young children in our schools. But no other idea has ever 
ivrought greater ruin. Does it require talent, genius, deep study and 
much practice, to chisel from the marble the cold unfeeling image of 
man's mortal part ? And shall the ignorant, the unskillful and the low- 
minded, be set to work out the eternal features of the soul ? 

To a great extent the characters of children are in the hands of their 
Teachers ; and like clay in the hands of the potter, they may be moulded 
to vessels of honor or dishonor. 

" The dew-drop on the infant plant. 
Has warped the giant oak foxeTer." 

It is mournful to reflect that in the hands of incompetent Teachers, 
how many minds have received a malformation which shall be eternal ! 

The question, therefore, arises, are the Teachers of the schools in Ohio 
such as necessity demands ? Are they all ^* workmen that need not be 
ashamed;" and of whose work the State "need not be ashamed?^ 
While there are thousands of excellent Teachers in Ohio, the truth can 
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not be disguised that there are many more thousands who do not bear 
this character. 

By returns received at this office from eighty-five of our counties, there 
is found abundant evidence of the need of higher qualifications on the 
part of a majority of our Teachers. Of the 23,000 who have been exam- 
ined by our County Boards during the past year, less than 900 have 
received first class certificates'. More th&m half of the whole number 
have received certificates of the fourth or lowest grade. For further 
particulars reference is made to accompanying reports. 

Most of the Teachers in the Graded Schools of the State, make honor- 
able approaches to the qualifications demanded. The same is true of a 
portion of those who teach in the rural districts; but of the majority of 
them it is not true. 

It is the existence of a like necessity that has led Massachusetts to 
establish and support five Normal Schools; that has led Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New York and Michigan, to adopt like measures for the 
training of Teachers. 

The cities of Boston, New York, Cincinnati, St. Louis and others, have 
resorted to the same means for the same purpose. 

In their last annual report the Board of Education for Cincinnati, say: 

" In consequence of the strange indifference prevailing in the commu- 
nity, as to the standard of their Teachers, it may not be without 
advantage perhaps to explain the necessity for such an Institution as a 
Normal School. We might say at once, that when men or women pro- 
fess themselves ready to serve the public, in any other of the ordinary 
pursuits of life, without previous preparation or training, they are very 
uickly set down as impostors. Why an exception should be made, for 

e benefit of impostors, in that most arduous profession, upon which 
the happiness and elevation of our race so much depends, is a question 
worthy of thought. That such an exception is practically tolerated in 
the State of Ohio, needs no other proof than that the State herself, with 
all the vast machinery and resources she has provided for educating the 
young, has made no provision such as other States and countries where 
Common Schools prevail have, almost without exception, made for sup- 
pi} ing that first element of a School — the Teacher. 

" If anything besides our daily experience were wanting to demonstrate 
the need of professional preparation and training for Teachers, before 
handing over to their infiuences the large masses of children who come 
to us for knowledge, for character and for life, the remarks made in the 
Report of Mr. Barney upon this School, are certainly impressive. With- 
out citing other and more emphatic passages, we may refer to the 
following : * It is to be regretted that the members of the Normal School 
manifest so much impatience to go before the Board of Examiners, pro- 
cure certificates of some sort, and be employed as Teachers. It is quite 
evident that they attach far more importance to an indifferent certificate, 
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and a low place in our Public Schools, than they do to the possession of 
those qualifications which should enable them to obtain at once a cer- 
tificate of high grade, and render them worthy of the employment which 
they seek. It is difficult to impress upon their minds a due sense of the 
responsibility of the delicate and important trust which they seek to 
assume. * * * Most of them need, at least, six months additional 
instruction in the ^lormal School. Yet several have already been 
examined, obtained certificates, and are now seeking places in the Public 
Schools. Their prominent defect^ seem to be the want of a more exten- 
sive and exact knowledge of the subjects which they may be required to 
teach, and especially of a precise and definite plan in their minds, by 
which those subjects ought to be taught. * * I was not aware, till I 
took charge of this Normal Class, how rapidly pupils lose their knowl- 
edge of the common branches while pursuing higher studies.' 

'* Teachers, in short, are not ready made, and without Normal Schools 
the appi^entice in the art of teaching commits irreparable injuries before 
learnings perhaps, that he has wholly mistaken his vocation." 

The State of Ohio has done nothing in the way of schools for the train- 
ing of Teachers. A few years since, the State Teachers' Association, 
availing themselves of a most generous offer from Cyrus McNeely, Esq., 
attempted to establish a Normal School at Hopedale, in Harrison county. 
That school maintained an existence for about two years. It is not now 
in active operation. It accomplished enough to demonstrate the value 
of Normal Schools. Its history and present condition are sufficient to 
prove that a voluntary association of Teachers, is not a proper body for 
managing important financial interests. 

In Lebanon, Warren county, a school much like that at Hopedale, has 
for a few years been maintained. 

It has accomplished a good work for its immediate neighborhood. But 
as it is dependent exclusively upon tuition fees for itd support, it has not 
all those appliances with which Normal Schools should be furnished. 

At several other points in the State there are schools which claim to 
bestow special attention upon this department of education. But there 
is nothing, in all the State, which meets one tithe of the demand for the 
education of Teachers. Nor will private enterprise ever be able to 
accomplish in this direction what pressing necessity requires. 

It is proper here to state what, in the opinion of the undersigned, is 
the appropriate spfiere of Normal Schools. It is not to give instruction in 
various branches of learning. It is not to perform the work of the Com- 
mon School, the High School, the Academy or the College. So far as 
mere education, a, knowledge of text-books, is concerned, the applicant 
for admission to the Normal School should be thoroughly posted. 
Abundant provision has already been made in our State for imparting 
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this instruction. Our Graded Schools, and many of our Common Schools, 
already furnish numerous young men and women who. are well educated 
in what are called the common branches. And when all the townships 
shall avail themselves of the authority given in Sees 20 and 21 of our 
School Law for the establishment of Central or High Schools, there will, 
in no part of the State, be a deficiency of candidates for the Teacher's 
office, who will well understand Arithmetic, Geography, English Gram- 
mar and other common branches of learning. 

What then remains to be accomplished by the Normal School? some 
may inquire. Ttaehing is a profession ; and in the art of teaching all 
Teachers should be instructed. Because a man has a thorough academic 
education, it does not follow that he is prepared to enter upon the pro- 
fession of medicine, law or theology. Young men and young women 
may be themselves well educated, and still be unqualified to educate 
others. And the object of the Normal School is to instruct in the art of 
teaching. 

It would be unreasonable to expect that in the Common Schools of the 
State, there would be found Teachers who are accomplished masters of 
their profession. They can not impart knowledge which they do not 
possess ; and the Normal School is required to supply this deficiency. 

The candidate for teaching would need attend a Normal School but a 
single term of four or five months. While there he should briefly review 
his common school studies, under the instruction of thorough and accom- 
plished Professors; giving particular attention to Orthography and 
Reading. In this way would he acquire the art of teaching. 

He should be instructed in regard to discipline and school government. 
It is here that numerous Teachers sadly fail ; and upon this point wise 
counsel should be given. It matters little how well qualified a Teacher * 
may be, so far as mere teaching is concerned, if he fails as a disciplinarian. 
Thousands of well educated Teachers are now at the head of schools 
which are little better than so many Bedlams, from the fact that they are 
deficient in the matter of government. Upon this point much care should 
be bestowed in the Normal Schools. 

It has often been asserted, with how much justice I will not attempt to 
decide, that Teachers, as a class, are deficient in the knowledge of human 
nature, and a knowledge of the world. This surely is a deplorable 
defect; and one which should, if possible, be removed. No class of peo- 
ple have greater need of sound judgment, and sterling common sense 
than diose whose work it is to form human character. Every Normal 
School should, therefore, give instruction in regard to these matters It 
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migbt be no bad thing if each of opr higher institutions of learning was 
furnished with a Professorship of Common Sense. 

And as Teachers need to understand certain branches which are not 
usually taught in our Common Sc)iools, it would be well that in the Nor- 
mal Schools there should be lectures on History, Civil Government and 
various departments of Science, such as Natural History, and Chemistry. 
These lectures, of course, would not impart a thorough knowledge of this 
subject, but they would serve to awaken an interest, and excite to further 
investigations. 

Due attention should be given to Vocal Music, Map Drawing, Gym- 
nastics, Calisthenics and the laws of health. 

The Normal School should be furnished with an appropriate library, 
and cabinets of minerals, etc. 

It should contain a Reading Room, which should be supplied by well 
selected Newspapers, Reviews, and other Periodicals. Every Teacher 
should read at least one good newspaper; otherwise he will live in igno- 
rance of daily occurring facts, in regard to which his profession requires 
that he should be informed. Newspapers are fast becoming the Teach- 
ers of the world ; and the man or woman who is not an habitual reader 
of this department of literature, can not be thoroughly qualified for the 
Teacher's profession. 

The Normal School should be furnished with the best teaching talent 
that can be supplied in all the land. A Teacher of Teachers should be 
no commonplace character in respect to talent, education, manners and 
practical wisdom. In short, he should be " a gentleman and a scholar." 

The Normal School should be located where its members could expe- 
rience the advantages of good society ; where upon the Sabbath, they 
could attend religious services at the churches of their choice. ^ 

Upon this plan, the expense to the State of each pupil would be incon- 
siderable ; as a single school could graduate two classes in a year. There 
are a sufficient number of towns in the State, which are well located for 
this purpose, that would gladly furnish in each a suitable building ; provi- 
ded the State would assume the responsibility and expense of managing in 
them good Normal Schools. Says Mr. Barney in his second annual 
report, ^* But four such schools properly located, endowed and organized, 
and undertaking to do no work that does not properly belong to them, 
would furnish' all the facilities which are now demanded for the special 
training of Teachers." 

Let it be remembered that the necessity for a greater number of well 
qualified Teadhers, relates only to our Commtm Schools ; chiefly to schools 
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in the tovrnships. The supply for our High Schools is abundant. 
Wherever there is a school which is ready to pay eight or ten hundred 
dollars for a Principal, and four or five hundred for a lady Assistant, 
there will be a scord of applications for these places ; among which will 
be found those who are thoroughly qualified for the work. Should all 
the High Schools in the State simultaneously dismiss their Teachers, 
their places could all be supplied within twenty days. Not less than 
one hundred letters have been received at this office during the past year, 
from graduates of Colleges and Female Seminaries, many of whom are 
experienced Teachers of high reputation, inquiring for employment in 
this State ; and to nearly every one of which the answer has been, " You 
are not wanted." 

But this very day Ohio is in absolute need of ten thousand Teachers 
for her Common Schools. 

Knowing the condition of our State Treasury, I forbear to make rec- 
ommendations such as in other circumstances would become a duty. 
But the inquiry is made whether a beginning in this matter should not 
at once be attempted ; at least, should not a committee be appointed to 
inquire into the practicability of establishing Normal Schools, to make 
report in due time ? 



TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

. As a substitute for Normal Schools, Teachers' Institutes have, for the 
last ten years, been held at many points throughout the State. That 
they have served important purposes, none can doubt Wherever they 
have been conducted by practical Teachers of high qualifications, and 
continued for several weeks, their influence has been most salutary. In 
other instances they have been productive of little benefit to those who 
have been in attendance. At the best they are poor substitutes for prop* 
erly organized and well managed Normal Schools; bearing to them 
about the same relative value as the tent and the cabin do to thoroughly 
constructed and commodious dwellings. 

It is believed that they have recently been conducted upon better plans 
and principles than they formerly were. In some counties they have 
become permanent institutions ; being held every year at given places, 
for from four to six weeks, during summer vacations. They have regu* 
Krly appointed Teachers ; the pupils are properly classified, and regular 

ecitations are had. So far as their means will justify, public lectures 
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are given by gentlemen of distinction. By this course Teachers are able 
to add somewhat to their stock of professional knowledge. 

Bat it is important to consider that nearly all the Institates which are 
managed so as to be of benefit to those who attend them, are held in 
districts where the Teachers are already far in advance, as to qualifica- 
tions, of four-fifths of the Teachers of the State. Under existing circum- 
stances, it is impossible that it should be otherwise. Nowhere else are 
there found gentlemen capable of managing such schools ; and it would 
be unreasonable to suppose that Teachers competent to manage Insti- 
tutes, would volunteer their services, and travel to remote counties for 
this purpose. 

Of the twenty-one Institutes held during the last school year, fifteen 
continued for a period not exceeding five days. They could have been 
of little use to those in attendance. Only four continued so long as four 
weeks ; and three of these were held in the adjoining counties of Mont- 
gomery, Preble and Warren. The other was held in Champaign. While 
I would not detract one farthing from the value of the instruction gained 
in our State by Teachers' Institutes, the above statement of facts is conclu- 
sive as to their inability to accomplish for our schools all that necessity 
demands. Could well conducted Institutes, of not less than two weeks 
duration, be held in those parts of the State where educational interests 
have made the least progress, they would, beyond a doubt, achieve valu- 
able results. There should be, during the present year, an Institute held 
at some central point, say Defiance, for the counties of Fulton, Williams, 
Henry, Defiance, Paulding and Putnam. Another, say at Waupoken- 
netta or Celina, for the counties of Van Wert, Mercer, Darke, Allen, 
Auglaize and Shelby. Another at some central point for the counties of 
Ottawa, Sandusky, Lucas, Wood and Hancock. Another for the coun- 
ties of Wyandot, Marion, Hardin, Logan and Union. Another for Vin- 
ton and adjoining counties; and still another for Noble, Belmont and 
Monroe. 

In very few of the counties here named have successful Institutes ever 
been held ; and the causes of this fact are likely to continue, should they 
receive no aid from abroad. I therefore respectfully recommend that a 
small appropriation be made for this purpose ; to be expended under 
such rules and restrictions as the Legislature may deem proper to pre- 
scribe. Should it be thought expedient, the School Commissioner might 
be instructed to take measures for holding such Institutes, employing 
competent instructors, and rendering an account of all such transactions 
and expenditures, in such manner as should be required. 
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If to this course it should be objected that partiality would thus be 
shown to certain counties, the objection might be obviated by providing 
that one Institute in each of the nine Judicial Districts of the State, 
might receive the benefit of such an appropriation. 

There is precedent for such appropriation of public funds. Notwith- 
standing all that Massachusetts has done in the way of establishing and 
supporting Normal Schools, that State has for many years aided Teach- 
ers' Institutes. During the past year, ten Institutes were held, at an 
expense to the State of three hundred dollars each. 

Says the Secretary of the Board of Education, Ex- Governor Boutwell, 
in his last report : " The Institute is not only a valuable help to Teachers, 
whether experienced or inexperienced, but it has become a most import- 
ant means of influencing the public at large. During the past year, 
the evening sessions have been attended by the citizens generally, and 
resort has been had, in most of the towns, to the largest hall or place of 
public meeting to be found in the vicinity." 

In what other way could our own State make a more profitable invest- 
ment of $3000, than by expending it for the support of Teachers' Insti- 
tutes, as has already been suggested ? 

If it should be replied, that County Commissioners have authority for 
making appropriations for this purpose, the answer is, that the history of 
the past proves that no great reliance can be placed upon this provi^-^ion. 
But $400, or an average of less than $5 to a county, was thus appropri- 
ated during the past year. 



EXAMINATION OP TEACHERS, 

Although the School Law does not require reports from the Examiners 
of Teachers, yet believing that valuable results would be secured by the 
publication of their transactions for the past year, they were required, 
by circular, to furnish this Department with a statement of the same ; 
according to a prescribed form with which they were furnit«hed. Author- 
ity for this demand is given in Sec. 52 of the Law, which authopzes the 
Commissioner to require of all local school officers such information in 
regard to educational matters as he may deem important. 

From eighty-five counties returns have been received > some of which 
are complete, while others are more or less defective. 

I am happy to say that a majority of the Boards of Examiners ren- 
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dered a prompt and willing compliance with the requirement made ; 
while others performed this duty at a late day, and after repeated and 
pressing calls. In addition to the circulars, numerous letters were writ- 
ten ; and no pains were spared for securing returns from every county. 
The only counties from which no report has been received are, Greene, 
Richland and Pike. 

It is believed that the statistics thus secured will prove instructive to 
the Boards of Examiners, and tend to render more uniform the rules 
under which they act. For this there is an imperative necessity, which 
is apparent in the statistics herewith presented. 

Fqr example, in the county of Franklin, 53 meetings have been 'held 
for the examination of 421 candidates ; while in the adjoining county of 
Licking, but 24 meetings have been held for the examination of 642 
candidates. The expense to the county of Franklin has been $200, or 
48 cents per candidate ; while in Licking it has been $140, or 22 cents 
per candidate. That there is the least necessity for more than twenty- 
four meetings in any county, it would be difiEcult to show. In certain 
counties less than ten meetings have been held ; while it is believed that 
there is no county in the State in which there should not be as many as 
twelve meetings for examination. 

If meetings are too infrequent, there will be pressing demands for 
private examinations ; a practice which is forbidden by the Law ; and 
most justly too, for its tendency is destructive of the highest educational 
interests. If a single Examiner may at any time, and under any circum* 
stances, be called on to examine a candidate, in nine cases out of ten the 
examination will be a mere sham, and a certificate will be secured, how- 
ever incompetent its receiver may be. 

To take away all necessity and excuse for private examinations, meet- 
ings of the Board should be held 9X fixed times and places ; which would 
soon come to be understood by all persons interested, throughout their re- 
spective counties. And I respectfully recommend that Sec. 45 be so 
amended as to require that meetings for examination shall be held in all 
the counties of the State at their respective county seats, upon some given 
day (the last Saturday, perhaps,) of each month ; with authority to hold 
additional meetings at such times and places as they may deem import- 
ant ; not to exceed, in all, twenty-four meetings per year. By this means 
the action of the Boards would be nearer uniform ; and no one whom it 
might concern would be in ignorance in regard to the time and place of at 
least one meeting each month. Opportunity would be afforded for two 
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or three meetings each month, during those seasons of the year when 
applications for examination are most numerous. 

If this amendment should be made, the pay of Examiners for each, 
day's service could be increased, without imposing upon the counties 
greater expense than they hitherto have incurred. According to present 
practice, many of the Examiners receive $1.50 for a session of but a 
single hour. Meeting as they do every week, it often happens that but 
two or three candidates are present. In other counties, where the Exam* 
iners meet no more frequently than necessity requires, they are obliged 
to do long and hard days' work ; for which the amount they receive is 
no fair remuneration for services rendered. I therefore repeat the 
recommendation made last year by Mr. Barney, that Sec. 46 be so 
amended as to allow Examiners a per diem payment of f 2.50. 

Although there may be many gentlemen of thorough education in all 
the counties, it nevertheless is true that there are but very few who make 
prudent, skillful and efficient Examiners. Their office is one of immense 
importance. Upon them depend the highest interests of the State. If 
incompetent or unfaithful, they will flood their respective counties with 
quack Teachers, in co];iQparison with whose influence, Canada thistles are 
a blessing. If, on the other hand, they wisely and faithfully discharge 
their duties, they secure to the youth of the State instructors whose 
influence is as salutary and as saving as Ihe leaves of the Tree of Life,. 

Former Legislatures have been petitioned for so modifying the Law 
as tp allow Township Examiners. This request has been made but by 
very few ; and it is to be regretted that any should desire such a change ; 
as in many cases it would result in the employment of incompetent 
Teachers. The only advantage which would thus be secured, would be 
that Teachers could be employed at very low salaries. It is a truth, as 
deplorable as it is undeniablie, that in some of the sub-districts, less is 
thought of qvudykaiions than cheapness^ in the employment of instructors 
for their youth- 

In illustration of what might be expected from adopting the plan of 
Township Examiners, let a single case be stated. In a certain village in 
the county of Stark, where the schools are organized under the law of 
1849, which gives to the Board of Education the appointment of Exam- 
iners, a young man was employed as a Teacher. He was found, on 
trial, to be utterly incompetent, and was refused a certificate. The 
Board of Education dismissed from office the Board of Examiners ; and 
appointed others in their place, who promptly issued to the applicant a 
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certificate ; and he at once took charge of a school. Upon a transaction 
like this, comment is UDhecessary. 



TOWNSHIP CENTRAL, OR HIGH SCHOOLS. 

The provbion for these schools, as found in sections 20 and 21, is a 
most valaable feature in our School Law. If the system of gradation 
could be adopted in all the tovrnships of the State, so that in each there 
should be one school for the more adanced youth, the benefits which would 
speedily accrue, would everywhere be so decided and manifest as to 
render the plan universally popular. 

It is to be regretted that in a greater number of cases, townships 
have not availed themselves of this opportunity for promoting so impor- 
tant interests. Whether further legislation upon this subject would tend 
to bring this provision into more general prd^tice, is respectfully sub- 
mitted to the consideration of the Legislature. So fully and clearly was 
this subject stated in the second report of the late Commissioner, that 
little remains to be said in regard to it. 



THE GRADED SCHOOLS OF THE STATE. 

In former years, no distinct reports from these schools have been made 
to this ofilce. Nothing has been published in the annual reports of the 
Department, which bas shown at all the condition and character of these 
schools. But it has seemed to the undersigned to be important that the 
Graded. Schools of the State should be exhibited in this report, sepa- 
rate and distinct from all other schools. Accordingly, a circular to the 
Boards of Education having charge of these schools, was prepared and 
sent out to all parts of the State. 

The returns received are not so full as is desirable ; yet quite as much so 
as could reasonably be expectedfrom the first attempt of the kind. Eighty 
schools from fifty counties have reported, in regard to most of the 
particulars concerning which information was requested. Of these 
schools, ten are organized under the Akron Law ; thirty- three, under the 
law of 1849 J twenty, under the law of 1853, for Cities and Villages ; 
nine, under Special Laws, and eight not named. 
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Attention is called to the tables which have been prepared for exhibit- 
ing the statistics of these schools. 

From personal observation, and from other sources of knowledge in 
regard to our Graded Schools, I am folly warranted in expressing the 
opinion that many of them are achieving high success. If there are 
better schools in any part of the country than are many of those in the 
cities and villages of Ohio, I know not where they are to be found. 
They evince the excellence of the Graded System. They afford an 
opportunity for close classification, ai^d for division of labor on the pari 
of Teachers. No one can become acquainted with this system, as 
exhibited in these schools, and not earnestly desire that it should be adopted 
wherever the plan is practicable. 



PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

Section 56 of the School Law requires of the Commissioner, " a state- 
ment of the number of private or select schools in the State ; * * 
the number of Teachers' Institutes, etc." But the Boards of Education 
and Auditors of counties are not required to report to the Coqimissioner 
concerning these schools. If it is desirable that such schools should be 
reported to the Legislature, some legal provision should be made for 
securing returns from them to this of&ce. The blanks prepared by the 
Commissioner for the use of local school officers in making up their 
reports, have contained appropriate columns for returns in regard to 
private' schools. But nothing of value in regard to them has been 
rendered to this office. 

By means of circulars, already named, valuable statistics concerning 
Teachers' Institutes, Female Seminaries and Colleges, have been secured. 
But there are still in existence a few Academics and other private 
schools of lower grade, in regard to which no definite information is in 
the possession of this office. It is, however, known that valuable private 
institutions of learning are in existence at Kingsville, Austinburg and 
Orwell, in the county of Ashtabula ; at Gallipolis, in the eounty' of 
Gallia ; at Pomeroy, in the county of Meigs ; at Hiram, in the county 
of Portage ; at Mount, Union, in the county of Stark ; and at Greens* 
burg, in the county of Summit. . 
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COMMERCIAL COLLEGES. 

Within ^he la^t few years, Commercial Schoola have been established 
in most of the cities throughout the country. Their object is to give 
special instruction in regard to commercial transactions. The course of 
study in an institution of this character, embraces Penmanship, Book 
Keeping, Commercial Computations, Commercial Correspondence, 
Commercial Law, Commercial Ethics, Political Economy, Finance, etc. 

As these schools are accomplishing a good work, it is gratifying to 
know that one, or more of them, is in successful operation in most of 
the larger towns of the State. 



FEMALE SEMINARIES. 

Although the School Commissioner has no authority to require reports 
from the Female Seminaries and Colleges of the State, he, neverthe- 
less, has sought to obtain information relative to the condition of these 
institutions ; that the present report might furnish a full exhibit of edu- 
cational interests, private as well as public, in Ohio. It is believed 
diat with a single exception, all the Female Seminaries in the State have 
responded to the call made upon them for reports ; returns having been 
received from nineteen, located in thirteen counties. 

In some respects public schools have decided advantages over those 
which are private. In other particulars the advantage is against the 
public schools. Be this as it may, for upon this subject a difference of 
opinion exists, there need be no collision or strife between them ; unless 
it be the strife to excel in all desirable particulars. Every truie friend of 
sound learning, whatever may be his connection with one or the other of 
these departments of education, must wish well to both. 

It has been my privilege during the past summer to visit several of the 
Female Seminaries from which reports have been received ; and it gives 
me pleasure to bear testimony to the excellence of their management, 
and the high character of their instruction. Three thousand girls and 
young women were enrolled in these schools during the past year, and 
from them one hundred and forty-one, having finished their course of 
study, regularly graduated. 

The value of the buildings, furniture and grounds occupied by these 
Seminaries, exceeds half a million of dollars. 
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If, therefore, there are parents in Ohio who prefer that their daughters 
should be educated in private, rather than in public schools, that prefer- 
ence can be gratified without involving the necessity of sending them 
away from our own State. 



COLLEGES. 

Ohio has long been distinguished for the multitude of her Colleges. 
In a State where not more than four such institutions can be well sus- 
tained, there are, it is said, thirty chartered Colleges and ^' Universities." 
A dilligent examination of our State Register, and various other works 
of the kind, has failed to afford sought-for information in regard to the 
location of some twenty of these institutions. In traveling through the 
State during the past season, I have in several instances stumbled upon 
a *' College " in some retired locality, of the name of which I had till 
then been ignorant. 

But while a majority of these institutions are Colleges in nothing but 
the n^me, being inferior in every respect to most of the High Schools* of 
the State, there are others which are worthy of the utmost confidence ; 
and it is cause for deep regret that their undue number stands in the way 
of their receiving that patronage of which they are worthy. They furnish 
ample facilities for the acquisition of thorough and liberal education. 

Circulars were addressed to all the Colleges in the State, of whose ex- 
istence and location I had knowledge ; eleven of which made reports, as 
requested. In these Colleges there a^e 1,099 students, pursuing a fuU 
course of study ; and nearly twice that number in preparatory depart- 
ments, or pursuing a partial course. One hundred and forty-nine grad- 
uated in 1857; being an average of fourteen graduates to each institution. 

The value of buildings, furniture, grounds, etc., of these Colleges, it 
reported at $675,000. Exclusive of this they possess endowments to the 
value of $700,000. For further particulars, please examine accompany- 
ing tables. 

The good and efficient Colleges of the State are worthy of our highest 
regard. In most of the States such institutions have received pecuniary 
aid from State funds. With two exceptions no aid of this. character hael, 
it is believed, been received by the Colleges of Ohio. 

It is worthy of mention that the Presidents and Professors of memy of 
these Colleges, have ever manifested a deep interest in the public schools 
of the State. They are among the most active and valuable members 
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of oup State Teachers' Association. Tiie College and the Public School 
are mutually interested. In the present condition of education in Ohio, 
Colleges are greatly dependent upon our Public High Schools for recruits. 
Their own preparatory departments fit more or less jouth for admission 
to the regular college classes. Beyond this their chief dependence is upon 
tbe High School. Formerly there were private Academies in many parts 
of the State, where preparation was made for admission to College. But 
the excellence of our Public Hi^h Schools has drawn from the Academies 
their wonted patronage, and to a great extent they have ceased to exist. 
If, therefore, our High Schools do not prepare boys and young men for 
admission to College, it is evident that very few will be qualified to avail 
themselves of the high advantages which Colleges afibrd. To a consid- 
erable extent our High Schools are meeting this necessity ; for it appears 
by returns made to this ofiice, that in them two hundred ahd forty-eight 
are malcing the necessary preparation to enter College. 



LIBRARIES. 

Upon the subject of Libraries, I do not deem it necessary that much 
should be said in the present report. It was ably discussed in each of 
the three reports of the late Comn^Issioner. 

It is well known that sections 58, 59, 60, 61 and 62 of our general 
School Law,' which relate to Libraries, have been inoperative for the last 
two years, through the action of the late Legislature. The discussion of 
the subject before that body was exceedingly earnest and long-continued. 
No other matter which came before them was debated with greater inter- 
est or excitement. The Resolution to suspend was carried, I have been 
informed, by a bare majority of votes ; npt a few who thus voted did it 
with regret, expressing strong friendship for the law, and only yielding 
to its temporary suspension as a compromise measure. 

That earnest opposition to this plan of establishing public libraries has 
existed in various parts of the State, can not be denied. It is, however, 
the opinion of the undersigned that this opposition has not been occa- 
sioned by the general principle involved, so much as by certain details of 
the law ; and certain irregularities incident to the first efibrts to carry it 
into execution In almost every village and considerable town in the 
State, the Library clause has been the most popular feature of the whole 
School System. Its acceptance has been hearty and enthusiastic. The 
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eame is true in regard to very many of the townships^ in which thiti lair 
has had any thing like a wise and efficient administration. But in other 
townships, a prejudice has been excited against Libraries, and very little 
effort has been made by Boards of Education so to manage them as to 
render them useful and popular. In some instances they have even 
refused to receive them from the County Auditors ; and then have em- 
ployed the fact that the books were not read, as an argument for the 
repeal of the Library Law. 

It is my opinion that no inconsiderable proportion of the opposition 
which this law has experienced, has arisen from the fact that sub-distnctf 
rather than township libraries have been attempted. This plan has given 
to many of the districts so small a number of books, as to render these 
Libraries little else than objects of contempt; whereas if all the books 
apportioned to the township had formed a single Library, it would have 
been an object of esteem and proper management. For example, here 
is a township which receives an apportionment of books to the value of 
$100 ; sufficient for the beginning of an extensive and useful Library. 
But the Township is divided into twelve sub-districts ; and when the 
books are distributed, each receives a library of the average value of 
about eight dollars. 

It has been a disputed point whether the law designed to establish 
townships or sub-district Libraries. In regard to the matter it is not so 
clear and explicit as it should be. I therefore recommend that the lan- 
guage of the law be so amended as to require the establishment of town- 
ship Libraries. If this shall be done, I doubt not that the Library Law 
will soon become acceptable and popular throughout the State. It is the 
earnest desire of the active friends of education that there be no further 
legislative interposition, to hinder the operation of the Library Law. In 
a recent letter to this office, ^'the Father of our School Law^" Hon. Har- 
vey Rice, of Cleveland, writes : 

"I hope you will urge upon the Legislature the importance of restoring 
the library tax. Good books are not only good tools, but indispensable 
in the field of education ; or to change the figure, they may be regarded 
as Teachers of the highest order, both for the young and the old. In 
twenty years, if the library tax be continued, the people of Ohio as a 
mass, I will venture to predict will become the most Intelligent people on 
the face of the globe ; and that too at a cost nobody would feel." 

In circulars sent from this office to all the Graded Schools in the State> 

the following inquiries are made : 

1. Are the books in your Libraries generally read? 

2. Do you consider your Libraries as promotive of important educa. 
tional interests ? 
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' 3. Are you in favor of the preservation of the Library feature of the 
School Law ? 

With very few exceptions, moat emphatic affirmatives were returned. 

The Board of Education for the city of Dayton, in their last annual 
report, say : 

"One thousand two hundred and forty volumes have been placed on the 
shelves of the Library, comprising books in every department of litera- 
ture. The Library is appreciated and valued by a numerous class of 
readers, comprising old and young, parents and children. Comparatively 
small as it is, an average of 250 volumes has been drawn each week 
during the past year, which is almost equivalent to reading the Library 
through each month. Had not the Legit«lature suspended the Library 
clause in the School Law, we should now be in possession of a Library 
of three thousand volumes, and it would have required but a few years 
to accumulate a noble collection of books, reflecting honor upon our city 
and State, and a source of incalculable benefit and blessing to our chil- 
dren. Let us hope that the voice of the people will be heard upon this 
subject, and that the pittance of tax so small as hardly to be appreciable 
to the individual tax*payer, and yet so large in the aggregate and secu- 
ring such beneficent results, may no longer be withheld.'* 

In a recent report, Mr. Eaton, the Superintendent of schools in Toledo, 
says : 

" Many of our pupils select their books as suggested by their Teach- 
ers, for the purpose of reading on some subject under examination in 
their course of school studies, thereby at once availing themtselves of the 
Teachers' experience and judgment in the choice of books, and acquiring 
valuable inforniation in addition to what came out in recitation, and also 
the habit of independent investigation. Besides, the opportunity thus 
furnished each pupil of forming a correct taste for reading U invaluable. 
' Happy is he who has laid up in youth, and held fast in ail fortunes, a 
genuine love of reading.^ 

" That education is essentially defective which does not take into the 
account and faithfully employ the advantages that may be derived from 
a well selected library." 

Numerous extracts from letters and reports, of the same import with 
the three already quoted, might be presented, were it deemed necessary 
further to show the estimation in which school Libraries are held. I 
have the utmost confidence that the continuance of the Library Law is 
demanded both by necessity and public opinion. 

Should the Legislature, however, judge differently in regard to this 
subject, I but express the opinion of thousands of gentlemen throughout 
the State, when I recommend that the Library Law should be uncondition- 
ally repealed, rather than further suspended. Public interests demand 
certainty in regard to this matter. Continued suspense would be esteemed 
a far greater calamity than positive repeal. One thing must be certain^ 
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if the law is not fit to live^ it deserves to die outright. It has already 
slept tsvo full years ; and it certainly is high time that it should awake, 
or expire. The books already purchased and distributed, will, in many 
instances, become scattered and lost, if the library tax shall be suspended 
for a few years longer. 

I would therefore most respectfully recommend the repeal, rather than 
the farther suspension, of the law relating to Libraries. 



RECENT MODIFICATIONS OF THE SCHOOL LAW. 

The amendments to the School Law, passed April 17tli, 1857, have 
met, it is believed, general approbation. This is espeeially true in 
regard to section 24 ; which relates to the distribution of funds. UntU 
that time, great inconvenience and injustice have been experienced by 
all the less populous sub-districts* 

Some complaint has been made in regard to the limitation imposed in 
section 22, forbidding the assessment of more than two mills on the dol* 
lar, unless by vote of the townships. 

No little inconvenience has arisen from the fact that these amendments 
were passed but three days previous to the holding of the regular April 
session of all the township Boards of Education throughout the State, 
The modifications of the law were unknown to them ; and consequently 
many of their transactions were illegal. This fact evinces the necessity 
that all future changes in the law, be made at a period sufficiently early 
for rendering it practicable to communicate the knowledge of such 
changes to all the townships throughout the State, prior to the third 
Monday of April of each year. 



FURTHER MODIFICATIONS. 

Although it is the opinion of the undersigned that our School Law in 
all its general principles, and in most of its details, is as nearly perfect as 
can generally be expected of human enactments, still it is believed that 
certain changes in addition to those elsewhere recommended, would add 
to its efficiency and usefulness. I therefore respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing additional recommendations : 
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1 • That seetion 8 be so amended as to reqaire the enumeration of all 
the unmarried youth of the State between the ages otsix and twenty-one 
years. 

It is believed that no children should be sent to school before reaching 
six years of age. Reasons for this opinion will be given at length in 
another part of this report. 

2. That section 23 be immediately, or prospectively, repealed. 

This section of the School Law has worked with more friction, and has 
occasioned more embarrassments and difficulties, than all the other parts 
of the law. An incessant stream of complaints has flowed into this 
office, from all parts of the State, in regard to the workings of this sec- 
tion. No man could occupy the position of School Commissioner for a 
single month, and not come to the conclusion that it should be forthwith 
repealed. 

Bo important do I esteem this matter, that I take the liberty of quoting * 
at length from the last report of Mr. Barney, as follows : 

" It is firmly believed that a repeal of the 23rd section of the school 
act, would relieve school officers of an unnecessary burden, and greatly 
promote the efficiency of our school system. The original design of said 
section, was to prevent the transition from the sub-district to the town- 
ship tax for school purposes, from imposing an unjust burden upon the 
inhabitants of particular sub- districts in which heavy expenses, for the 
erection of school houses, had been incurred but a short time prior to the 
enactment of the present law. But in many townships, the BoEirds of 
Education have carried these special assessments upon the property of 
the sub-districts to such an extent as not only to oppress county auditors 
beyond all reason, but also, to increase, rather than diminish, the dispar- 
ity existing among the several sub-districts in regard to the burdens oi 
taxation for school purposes. It was the evident intention of the framers 
of the law, that tne provisions contained in said twenty-third section 
should have only a temporary operation. 

^* It is manifest, that their purpose was to impose the cost of our school 
system, first, upon the property of the State at large, and secondly, upon 
the property of the townships, cities and incorporated villages, thus en- 
grafting upon that system that most important improvement in modern . 
educational systems, viz : the making of each township, city and incorpo- 
rated village, a single school district. That this was their design, was 
obvious, from the language employed in the first, eleventh, and twenty- 
second sections of the law." 

In those sections it is distinctly declared, — "That each and every 
organized township in the State, shall compose but one school district for 
all purposes connected with the general purposes of education in the 
townships, &c." " That the title, care and custody of all school houses, 
8(diool libraries, apparatus or other property belonging to the school 
districts, &c., shall be vested in the township boards of education, with 
full power to control the same in such manner as they may think will 



44 

best subserve the intere&ts of common schools and the cause of edaca- 
iion ; " and that ^* it shall be the duty of the board of education, in any 
organized township of the State^ annually, to determine by estimate, a.s 
nearly as practicable, the entij^e amount of money necessary to be 
expended in the township for school purposes, other than the payment of 
teachers," — (this includes all school funds which maybe required fojr 
repairing, building or furnishing school houses, procuring school house 
sites, and making such other provisions for schools in the sub-districts, 
as may, in the opinion of the board, be necessary,) — " and make the same 
known by a certificate in writing, on or before the first Monday in June 
in each year, to the auditor of the proper county, who shall thereupon 
assess the entire amount of such estimates on all t/ie taxable property of the 
township, etc." \ 

These important provisions should be regarded as fundamental prin- 
ciples in our school law ; for they are in perfect accordance with the 
recognized improvements in the best educational systems of this country, 
and have received the sanction and approval of the mo^t enlightened 
school ofiicers, not only in our own, but in other States. 

Without a due regard to these provisions and a faithful execution of 
their requirements, we can never expect any thing like an approximation 
to equality among the educational privileges of the youth in any town- 
ship in the State. All the youth of a township, like all the 3'outh of a 
city, should be regarded as having a just claim to equal educational 
advantages, and nothing short of an earnest and well directed efibrt, on 
the part of boards of education, to bring these advantages within the 
reach of all, ought to satisfy the public conscience." 

Having been frequently importuned to recommend to the Legislature 

the repeal of this section, and desirous of acting in the matter under all 

the light which could be obtained, I directed a circular to the Auditor of 

each county in the State, inquiring what had been its practical influence, 

so far as they had observed. Answers have been received from many 

counties ; and which abundantly establish the following facts : 

1. The operation of this section during the past four years, has not 
tended to bring sub-districts into a condition such as to render township 
assessments, for the purpose of building school houses, more just and 
proper than they previously would have been. 

2. There is no prospect that the continued operation of this section 
will, in most of the counties, tend to equalize the several sub-districts of 

^sl township, so that at some future time township assessments will become 
more proper than they would be at present. 

3. The operation of this section everywhere imposes most perplexing 
cares and onerous duties upon the various school ofiicers in counties, 
townships and sub-districts. 

4. It is greatly promotive of strife and bitterness, in many instances 
between Township Boards and local Directors ; and between the inhab- 
itants of different sub-districts. 
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5. The repeal of this section would, in many cases, lead to an im- 
proved condition of school houses. In some townships this section pre- 
vents the grading of the schools and the establishment of Central High 
Schools. 

It is hoped that these letters of the Auditors, which niay be found upon 
the last paged of this report, will receive due attention. 

It is difficult to understand what purpose^ other than that of promoting 
difficulties, can be subserved by the continued existence of this section. 
The recent modifiQatidn of section 22 so affects the twenty-third section, 
that under its authority no higher tax than what will make in the aggre- 
gate two mills on the dollar, can be levied for all purposes other than the 
payment of Teachers; unless a vote of the township shall direct other- 
wise Suppose a given township, under authority grcmted in section 22, 
levy a tax of a mill and a half. In that case' but a half mill can be levied, 
as a special tax upon any sub-district in the township. This amount is 
too small for the purpose designed. 

It must be admitted that some have claimed that section 23 has been 
laid under no restriction by the modification of section 22; and that 
taxes to any amount may still be levied under its authority. But w^th 
this view of the subject I can not agree. 

In order to arrive at just conclusions upon this subject, a correct idea 
of the original purpose and design of section 23 is necessary. It formed 
no part of the law as first drafted and presented to the Legislature. 
The purpose and spirit of the law were to impose township taxes for all 
school purposes, whatever. To this plan some members objected ; and 
as a compromise of conflicting opinions, section 23 was added. This 
section was never designed to originate power with the Boards of Educa- 
tion to assess taxes additional to those named in section 22. It is in its 
character supplemental to that section, defining how, under given cir^ 
cumstances, the taxes named in said section 22, shall be levied. 
Whatever amendments, therefore, go to restrict or limit the power of 
taxation conferred by section 22, pass, by necessity, to the following 
section. ^ 4 

Among the amendments to the School Law, passed April 17th, 1857, 
is a modification of section 22, which limits taxation for all school pur- 
poses, other than the payment of Teachers, to two mills on the dollar, of 
the taxable property of the township ; excepting in cases! where a vote of 
the township shall decide that a greater tax is necessary. As section 23 
is, virtually, part and parcel of section 22, no greater tax than two mills 
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on the dollar can be levied upon any sub-district for building purposes , 
except when the people of the towoiship shall, by vote, order otherwise. 

In some instances during the past year special taxes have been 
assessed upon sub-districts to the extent of five mills on the dollar, for 
the purpose of building schobl-houses. In some cases the collection of 
such taxes has been resisted on the ground of the illegality of the levy. 
In a sub-district in Columbia township, Hamilton county, an injunction 
was asked and granted for restraining sach collection. A motion was 
subsequently made for dissolving this injunction, which one of the Com- 
mon Pleas Judges, after listening to arguments, refused to grant. 

Again, it was never designed that the ordinary incidental expenses of 
a school, such as the purchase of fuel, should be raised by special tax 
upon sub -districts. Yet in many instances such has been the prac- 
tice. 

If it should be thought that injustice would be done to certain sub- 
districts by the immediate and unconditional repeal of this section, it 
might be provided that it should take efiect at the close of one year. 
Good reasons, however, for this delay I could not c^ssign. 

3. That Sec. 29 be so changed as not to require the Treasurers of 
Townships to settle with the Auditors until the time wh^n they draw 
from the county Treasurers the money due the townships. The reasons 
for this change are, first, that the settlement as now required, occurs at a 
time inconvenient to the Auditors ; as they are then busily engaged in 
apportioning funds, and drawing orders on the Treasurers for money due 
the several townships. Second, by this change Township Treasurers would 
find it necessary to make but one journey to their respective county 
seats, instead of two, as under present requirements. 

It became necessary during the past season that a new edition of the 
laws relating to schools should be prepared and distributed to school 
offioisrs throughout the State, as required in Sec. 54 of the law ; the 
former edition having been exhausted. But the belief that certain 
amendments would be made by the present Legislature, has led to the 
^postponement of the publication ; in orde^hat it might be put into cir- 
culation with the prospect that few changes would be made thenceforth. 



WHAT IS DEMANDED OF OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

It is a proverb with the Prussians, that ^' Whatever you would have 
appear in a nation's life, you must put into the schools." And to the 
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question, ^' What shall we teach oar children?" a Grecian sage replied, 
*' The things which they will need to know and practice in after life." 

The instruction which youth receive in schools, should be of a charac- 
ter to qualify them for the discharge of life's practical duties. If they 
spend their time in studies which have no tendency to promote their 
welfare and usefulness,— to qualify them to grapple with life's earnest 
realities, — to bear with heroism its reverses, — and appropriately to enjoy 
its successes, their education will be not merely defective, but utterly 
worthless. ' 

In many institutions of leeurning, much time is occupied in studies 
which are of little practical value ; while instruction in regard to subjects 
of the highest importance is neglected. The graduates of such schools 
are but poorly equipped for the struggles which all experience in the 
world. 

The question naturally atiBes^^what should appear in a nation^ s life ?" or, 
what will our children need to know and practice, when they arrive at 
adult age ? In other words, what should be taught in our schools ? To 
what should our schools train our children ? What traits should they 
develop, and what characters should they bear ? 

A specific and detailed answer to these inquiries, will not on this occa- 
sion be attempted. Bat the time is deemed |in appropriate one tot 
considering a few of the great generic featui^es which should characterize 
human society; and the promotion of which should be the aim and end 
of all instruction. And as comprehending all matters of chief import- 
aQce> attention is called to the following four considerations : 

1. Health. Humast societt demands a better physical development, 

2. Manners. The principles of true roLrrENESs should be earnestly 
inculcated, 

3. Mind. There is a demand tor more thorough intellectual discipline. 

4. Morals. The affections of the heart should be trained to right 

■XERdSES. 

And when the physical and social, the mental and moral natures, 
receive due culture, and when they exhibit harmonious and balanced 
development, the " nation's life," human condition, will present an aspect 
higher and nobler than the world has ever exhibited or witnessed. And 
it is pertinent to inquire how far our schools, the various institutions of 
learning in Ohio, are working out these high and. desirable ends. If 
they are failing to accomplish in those who are under their molding and 
controlling power, each and all the characteristics named, they are failing 
to achieve what should be their constant and earnest purpose. 
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This will appear, from a brief consideration of the several topics 

specified. 

1 Physical Health. *' A sound mind in a sound body," was a Roman 
maxim two thousand years ago. Without strength of body, all social, 
intellectual, and moral virtues, lose much of their value. Manners the 
most refined and dignified, mental qualities cultured and commanding*, 
moral tpaits worthy of all praise and imitation, if associated with a 
feeble physical constitution, a frail and sickly body, though of high worth 
in themselves, are little better than useless as means for promoting the 
demanded improvement in human society. The will and the heart 
demand strong ai^ms for the execution of their purposes. 

No one, observant of human condition, can doubt the idea that feeble- 
ness of body is more general at the present day, than it was half a 
century ago. This truth is so frequently affirmed, and so seldom dis- 
puted, that it demands little of proof or argument in its support. And 
to such an extent has physical deteribration progressed, as justly to 
alarm every thoughtful mind, every philanthropic spirit. Few fathers, 
at the present day, deem their sons able to perform the labor and endure 
the hardships which they themselves performed and experienced thirty 
years ago. And scarce a mother can be found who does not know that 
her daughters are less strong and vigorous, than she was in the days of 
her girlhood. 

Miss Beecher, Authoress of a valuable work upon physical education, 
says : 

" The children of this country are every year becoming less and less 
healthful and good looking* There is a great change in reference to this 
matter within the last forty years. In former times, the children in school 
houses, or on Sunday in the churches, almost all of them had rosy 
cheeks, and looked full of health and spirits. But now, the children in 
churches and schools, both in city and country, a great portion of them, 
either have sallow or pale complexions, or look delicate or partially mis- 
formed. 

" The children of the former generation could go out in all weathers, 
were not harmed by wetting their feet, would play on the snow and ice 
for hours without cloaks, or shawls, and never seem to be troubled with 
the cold And the tender parents of these days, would be shocked to 
see how little clothing was worn in the bitterest cold of winter. 

" But now, though parents take far more pains to wrap up their little 
ones to save them from the cold and wet, the children grow less and less 
healthy every year. And it is rare to find a school-room full of such 
rosy-cheeked, strong, fine-looking children as were common thirty years 
ago. 

" Every year more and more complaints are made of the poor health 
that is so very common among grown people, especially among women. 
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And physicians say that this is an evil that is constantly increasing, so 
that they fear, ere long, there will be no healthy women in the country. 

*^|A.t the same time, among all classes of onr land, we are constantly 
Clearing of the saperior health and activity of our ancestors. Their 
physical strength, and their power of labor and endurance, were alto- 
gether beyond anything witnessed in the present generation. 

" Travelers, when they go to other countries, especially when they 
visit England, from whence our ancestors came, are struck with the con* 
trast between the appearance of American women and those of other 
countries, in the matter of health. In this nation it is rare to see a married 
woman of thirty or forty, especially in the more wealthy classes, who 
retains the fullness of person and freshness of complexion that mark good 
health. Biit in England, alrnost all the women are in the full perfection 
of womanhood at that period of life. 

"No\^ it is a fact, that the health of children depends very much on 
the health of their parents. Feeble and sickly fathers and mothers sel- 
dom have strong and healthy children. And when one parent is well 
and the other sickly, then a part of the children will be sickly and a part 
healthy. 

" Thus the more parents become unhealthy, the more feeble children 
will be bom* And when these feeble children grow up and become 
parents, they will hav^ a still more puny and degenerate of&pring So 
the case will go on, from bad to worse, with every generation. What 
then, if these things be true, are the prospects of this nation, unless some 
great and radical change is effected ? '- 

' This is indeed a sad representation of the condition and prospects of 
the people of this country, in respect to health. But it is no more sad 
tiban true. A truly healthy woman^ among the more educated and 
accomplished classes, is, at the present day, aa object as rare as admi- 
rable. Indeed, few expect to meet a lady who uniformly enjoys sound 
bealth. Physical strength and endurance have gone so utterly out of 
vogne^ that with many they have ceased to be desired ; and they are 
regarded with no higher respect than last yearns fashions. 

The causes of the physicied deterioration In this country are various. 
With females, fashions of drese have prevailed which have done violence 
to every law of the physical economy. Improvements in mechanical arts 
and machinery have removed most manufactures fr^m the home to the 
factory ; and this has taken from the female members of the family a 
great proportion of their vigorous exercise. Rooms are constructed so 
as to admit but the smallest amount of fresh air, and close stoves have 
been substituted for that admirable contrivance for ventilation, the open 
fireplace. With the increase of wealth, luxurious articles of food have 
been introduced, which have gone far to undermine the physical con- 
stitution. ' . 

4 — SCHOOL REF. 
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Ib there no remedy for this state of things, so deplorable for the pres*- 
ent, so tbreatening for the fotnre ? Can nothing be done to arrest this 
downward tendency? Have not our schools an important work to 
perform in regard to this matter ? Can not our Teachers lay the found- 
ation for the demanded reformation ? Can not oar Boards of Education, 
and other school authorities, give direction and support to appropriate 
means for the promotion of health? Has legislation no great duty to 
perform in regard to thb great question ? Our last Legislature deemed 
it their duty to pass stringent laws for the protection of robins, blue-birds, 
swallows, quails, pheasants, and other birds of the field and the forest, 
and the pike, bass and pickerel of our lakes and rivers. We have high 
authority for the opinion that man is of much higher value than the fowls 
of the air ; and tho protection of our children from dangers much more 
fearful than" the snare of the fowler," or the net of the fisherman, is a 
subject worthy the consideration of our law-givers. 

It is die opinion of those who have thought much upon'^the subject, 
that children are sent to school at too early an age ; that by this means,, 
many, who otherwise would have develc^ed strong physical constitutionir, 
are rendered puny and feeble for life. Our general School Law permits 
children to enter school at the age of five years. But as a matter of 
fact, thousands of children enter at an earlier age. Most children, at so 
early a period, a^e without the physiciU strength requisite to endom 
without injury, attendance up6n scfaooL Even with frequent recesses, and 
repeated manual exercises, to be Bhut up in the school-room six hours each 
day, is a severe trial of a young child^s power of endurance. I doubt not 
that thus are produced, in numerous instances, permanent bodily defonn* 
ity and disease ; — calamities which no aaM>unt of learning can compen- 
sate. Many parents, not aware of the danger to which they thus expose 
their children, and form erroneous ideas of the importance of hurrying 
their education, or from a desire to be free from their care, send them to 
school almost as soon as they are able to walk such a distance. Of a 
megority of parents this is not true ; but of too many it is too true. 

Some schools are organized under special laws which give Boards of 
Education authority to reject all children under sir years of age. Would 
it not be well to adopt this as a general rule ? It is is true that some 
children at the age of four years, have more power of endurance than 
have others at the age of six ; still it is believed that none would suffery 
and that many would b^ benefitted by such a law. I respectfully sub- 
mit the question for your consideration. 
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the exercise of wisdom and care in the structare of school-houses. A 
due regard to the means for warming and ventilating school-rooms, is 
seldom exercised. Mals:e a room almost air-tight, place within it a close 
stove, and soon an atmosphere will exist there of a poisonous quality. 
Such school-rooms are found in every county in the State ; and they are 
doing much to undermine the physical constitution of the people. 

But of late so much has been written ,in regard to the deleterious 
effects of vitiated air, and the necessity for thorough ventHafion, that I 
need not enlarge upon the subject. 

The seating of many of our school-rooms conduce to feebleness and 
deformity. The limbs of young children are flexible ; and unless seats 
are so constructed as to give them dae support, they wQl in time become 
misshapen and enfeebled. 

Says Dr. Woodward : 

" High and narrow seats are not only extremely uncomfortable forthe 
young scholar, tending constantly to make him restless and noisy, dis^ 
turbing his temper and preventing his attention to his books ; but they 
have a direct tendency to produce deformity of his limbs. Seats without 
backs have an equally unfavorable influence upon the spinal column. 
If no rest is aflTorded the backs of the children wnile seated, they almost 
necessarily assume a bent and crooked position. Such a position often 
assumed and long continued, tends to that deformity which has become 
extremely common among children of modern times ; and leads to dis- 
eases of the spine, in innumerable instances, especially with delicate 
female children." 

Dr. J. V, C. Smith remarks : 

There is a radical defect in the seats of our «chool-rooms. Malform- 
ation of the bones, narrow chests, coughs ending, in consumption, and 
death in middle life, besides a multitude of minor ills, have their origin 
in the school-room. To the badly constructed seats and writing desks, 
are we to look, in some measure, for the cause of so many distortions 
of the bones, spinal diseases, and chronic affections, now so prevalent 
tibroughout the country. 

It is no wonder when children of four or five years of age, are for six « 
hourS each day imprisoned in such school rooms, and made to occupy 
such seats, that they become puny and deformed. But for these great 
evils it is within the power of Boards of Education to apply an ample 
remedy. 

Much, doubtless, can be effected to stay the progress of disease and 
physical debility, by direct instruction in our schools. Physiological 
scienpe and the laws of health, should be made prominent in the courses 
of study pursued in all instittttions of learning. With young pupils, it is 
impracticable to employ text-books, to give out lessons to be acquired 



62 

and recited, in scientific physiology. But every Teacher who possesses 
f^ due degree of knowledge in regard to this subject, and who has tact 
and facility* of manner in teaching, can impart to the pupils much useful 
information. Children need instruction in regard to position in sitting, 
standing, and when in motion. Attitudes go far toward promoting 
health or disease. The example a^d precepts of Teachers in regard to 
this subject, may be made a blessing to their pupils, more precious than 
the possession of silver and gold. And Teachers who are not qualified 
for imparting this demanded instruction, are not qualified for the impor-' 
tant ofiice which they have assumed. 

Our School Law requires that all Teachers shall possess good moral 
characters, and be qualified to teach Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Geog- 
raphy and English Grammar. Those are branches of cardinal impor- 
tance, and ignorance in respect to any one of them should exclude a 
person from the teaching profession. But is the knowledge of any one 
of these branches, or of all of them, half so important as the possesnon 
of a sound constitution and vigorous health ? And is it more important 
that a person be able to teach the rules of Grammar, than the laws of 
Physiology ? And I submit to your wisdom the ' question, whether a 
knowledge of this science should not be made a legal itequirement of all 
candidates for the office of Teacher. 

In a few of the schools of the State active measures have been adopted 
for securing and improving the health of their pupils, in the way of Mili- 
tary Gymnastic, and Calisthenic exercises. The first of these is of high 
value, as it tends to improve attitude and carriage ; but in regard to 
health, it must be, in most cases, too infrequent for the purposes 
dem£inded. Military organizations in schools are too expensive ever to 
come into general practice. But against Gymnastics and Calisthenics, 
these objections can not be urged. As a daily and inexpentive exercid^, 
they can be practiced in every school in the State. Grounds, anoL 
when needed, halls can easily be arranged for these purposes. For^ 
hoys, gymnastics are invaluable; and Galen declared him the best 
Physician who was the best Teacher of gymnastics. " They give fullness 
and strength to the muscles, they increase flexibility, dexterity and form 
of movement, and contribute to grace of person. By opening the chest, 
and increasing the size and action of the lungs, they give tone and vigor 
to the whole organism* Debility, scrofula, rickets, and various deform- 
ities, are thus remedied." 

Were this subject understood and appreciated, much by it might be 
accomplished for the preservation and restoration of health. 



"*\ 



68 

Calistbenio exercis3s are peculiarly appropriate for girls. The com* 
ponents of the term Calisthenics, Bigni&es beauty and strength. And this 
exercise is both healthfal an^ beautiful in its tendency ; as during the 
past summer I saw it practiced in the Ohio Female College, at College 
Hill, and in the public High School of Toledo. I know of nothing which 
is more promotive of health, and of ease, grace and dignity of motion ; 
and I would that it might be practiced in every school in the State. 

Some parents are strict to require daily physical exercise of their children 
before and after school, in the way of labor. To this course som^ are 
prompted by necessity, and others by principle. Their children are 
required to perform each day a given amount of work. This is, in p€ur- 
ticular, true of farmers, and of others in rural districts. And if the labor 
be appropriate in kind and amount, the value of this practice can not be 
overestimated. Every child should be carefully practiced in some need- 
ful industrial employment. No other education is more important. 
Work is the great law to which God and Nature bind us. As a preven- 
ter of evil, and as a producer of good, there is nothing in all the world 
Uke industry ; like hetrd work. Our children better be reared in igno- 
rance of books, than in ignorance all kinds of productive industry. This 
truth applies to the children of the wealthy, as well as to all others ; for 
all men and women, not invalids, who do not by their own efforts earn their 
own living, are worth less than they cost. Heaven speed the day when 
all can adopt as their own, the language of the Saviour, " My Father work- 
eth hitherto, and I work." Laziness is, with thousands, their " original 
sin ;" that from which spring their want and woe, their crimes, miseries 
and death. That intemperance is productive of more evils than indo- 
lence, it would be difficult to prove. In numerous instances intemper- 
ance is the direct result of indoleilce. Trace pauperism to its source, 
and in how many cases will idleness be found its immediate or remote 
producer. Most of the beggary that hourly knocks at all city doors, has 
laziness for its father. And thousands there are who will not dig, 
and to beg are ashamed, who resort to gambling, theft and other forms 
of crime for support. Our prisons are thronged with men who were 
educated in idleness. So true is the sentimen of England's distinguished 
lyric Poet : 

"For Satan finds some misohief stin. 
For idle hands to do." 

Some one has said that " an idle man's brain is the devil's workshop." 
If thb idea be correct, he has little reason to be proud of his quarters ; 
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and perhaps justice would require that some allowance on this account 
be made, in passing judgment on the quality of the work he turns out. 

But seriously, do not the highest and dearest interests of society 
demand that in the school, as well as in the family, the idea should be 
made prominent, that labor is alike needful and honorable for all? 
What greater calamity could befall the world than to have our youth 
educated to look upon work, daily work» hard work, as unbecoming 
ladies and gentlemen ? The ancient custom that every boy should ^^ learn 
a trade," and qualify himself to gain by manual labor an honest and 
honorable livelihood, it might be well to re-establish. The idea that to 
work for one's living is not respectable, is as repugnant to the genius 
of Republicanism, as it is to the spirit of Christianity. 

2. Manners. The principles of true politeness should be inculcated,' — 
The importance of this subject is by many undervalued. There are not 
a few who are accustomed to associate the idea of politeness, with pre- 
tension and hypocrisy ; and this erroneous opinion exerts an unfortunate 
influence upon the manners and social bearing of millions. I say unjor* 
tunate influence, for the reason that every cause of coarseness and vul- 
garity deserves to be deeply deplored. 

Few characteristics are worthy of higher estimation than true polite- 
ness, dignified and genteel deportment. And that none should mistake 
my intention, let me remark that by the] term politeness^ 1 mean some- 
thing far higher and nobler than many seem to attach to the idea. There 
is much which passes with the ignorant and dishonest as politeness, 
which deserves not the name; and should find no advocates among 
sober and intelligent people. To bow with grace, and smile with com- 
plaisance, to' assume a manner of suavity and kindness which has no 
benevolence, no heart in it, to put on the manner of courteous bearing 
merely to serve a purpose, and to lay it aside when the occasion which 
called it forth has passed by, is the mere counterfeit of the manners of 
well-bred and genteel society. Dancing-masters, fops and flirts, may be 
excused for the practice of this spurious style of politeness ; but that 
which respectable and intelligent people should possess, and which 
should be taught in all our schools, is as unlike this, as gold is unlike its 
cheapest counterfeit. It has its origin in the heart. It is the develop- 
ment and exercise of the principle of good will to those with whom we 
associate. It is the outward manifestation, the practical application of 
that royal law, " Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them." As we wish others to treat us with kind respect, show- 
ing a regard for our feelings and a desire for our happiness, so should 
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be onr manner toward them. This spirit will ever indace genuine coor- 

« 

tesy ahd politeness^ as a characteristic of human intercourse. And the 
possession and exercise of this spirit among all people, would go far to 
induce the highest well-being of society. Dissension, strife, bitterness 
and numberless other sources of misery, would seldom arise. 

But the tendency of things at the present day, is not in the direction of 
this temper and tone of bearing ; but decidedly the reverse. And in this 
respect, as in regard to health, there manifestly has been rapid progress 
in the wrong direction, during the last score of years. 
. Phrenologists affirm that the organ of reverence is much less promi- 
nently developed upon the crania of our youth, than upon those of their 
parents. However this may be, it requires but little investigation to 
make the discovery that Young America acknowledges no superiors within 
the circle of his acquaintance. He has heard so much in regard to the 
unparalleled greatness and glory of the American people, their wisdom 
atid prowess, their vast and overwhelming superiority to all other nations, 
that he has come to the conclusion, (a just one, perhaps,) that "We are 
the people, and wisdom will die with us." And unfortunately for him, 
he has in some 'way deduced the conclusion, that among all the thirty 
millions of wise men and heroes, who make up this great nation, no one 
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is quite so wise and heroic as his own individual self. This elevated 
self-estimation leads him to ted^e on airs not at all expressive of respect 
for the opinions of others. To treat them deferentially, would be to treat 
himself with indignity. This temper of necessity leads to coarseness, 
and rudeness of bearing ; to gross violations of all the principles of true 
courtesy, of genuine politeness. 

In'regard to this matter the schools of our land have not been faultless. 
They doubtless have done much to foster this evil. People who are now 
forty years of age, very well remember that in their school days the prac- 
tice of politeness, in form at least, was a requirement which none could 
disregard with impunity. No boy entertained such just and appreciative 
ideas of the virtue which there is in the rod and the ferule, as he who had 
been guilty of what the Teacher held to be an infraction of the rules of 
good manners. When going to or returning from school, the children 
met any persons who were their elders, they ranged themselves in a line 
upon one side of the road, and made obeisance. And when out in the 
streets during their recesses, however vociferously interested in their 
pastimes, no traveler made his appearance whose approach did not 
cause an immediate hush of voices, and a suspension of exciting sports. 
The tribute of a bow was cheerfully paid, and not till he had passed 
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beyond their immediate neighborhood, did they resume their plays. 
When they entered or left the school room, when they took and retired 
from the place of recitation, the bow and the courtesy were the prelimi- 
nary and the finale of the performance. 

Although this practice, in itself considered, was of little worth, yet as 
a token of respectfulness, as a sign of good will, it was of high value. 
It was an outward manifestation, or symbol, of an inward state, or spirit, 
which it would be well for all to possess, and which should be assidu- 
ously cultured in the minds of the young. 

But where, in all our land, does this good old practice now prevail ? 
Where are the evidences in our children of the possession of that spirit 
of kind respect and appropriate regard for their superiors in years and 
wisdom ? Who does not know that bows and courtesies, on the part of 
our boys and girls, are obsolete, both in idea and practice ; and are num- 
bered with the lost arts of the ancients ? It has been remarked th^t 
"there are thousands of boys in this great country, not one of whom has 
ever made a bow, unless when he had occasion to dodge a snowball, a 
brickbat, or a bowlder." 

Some eight or ten winters since, Ex-Governor Everett, of Massachus- 
etts, with the late Amos Lawrence, was, in a sleigh, riding into Boston. 
As they approached a schoolhouse, a score of young boys rushed into 
the street, to enjoy their afternoon recess. Said the Governor to his 
friend, " Let us observe whether these boys make obeisance to us, as we 
were taught to do fifty years ago." At the same time he expressed the 
fear that fatbits of civility were less practiced than formerly. As they 
passed the schoolhouse, all question and doubt upon the subject received 
a speedy, if not a satisfactory settlement ; for each one of those twenty 
juvenile New Englanders did his best at snow balling the wayfaring dig- 
nitaries. 

This is, perhaps, an extreme instance of the unfortunate change which 
fifty years have wrougnt in the habits of the young. In the language of 
Mr. Northend, the distinguished Principal of the Connecticut State Nor- 
mal School, "That more regard shfJItld be manifested by the young to 
rule^ of etiquette and courtesy, must be admitted by every observing 
mind. There is too little reverence for age and authority ; too slight a 
respect to laws of both man and God. The transition from boyhood to 
imagined manhood is altogether too rapid, as by it the son is, often, 
placed above the parent, and the taught become much wiser, in their aum 
estimation^ than their teachers. Boys in their undue anxiety to become 
men, are neither men nor boys, but form a new, peculiar race." 
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That thia deterioration is the fault of our schools done, none can rights 
fully assert. Parents, and the general tone of public sentiment and pop- 
ular practice, have contributed to this end. That our schools, unaided 
by other agencies, can accomplish a full reformation in the manners of 
the young, none should claim. That they can effect very much in this 
direction, all must admit. But whether they shall in any measure work 
out the demanded reform, will chifly depend upon the character of their 
Teachers, in point of good breeding, or politeness. To a great extent, 
what the Teacher is the pupil will become. The precepts, and especially 
the example of Teachers, who are dignified and refined in their uniform 
bearing, will leave iheir impress upon the manners of their pupils ; who 
will catch the same spirit, and acquire the same habits. But if Teachers 
are coarse and rude in their manners, careless and low in their address, 
— if they are addicted to ungentlemanly and unladylike modes of expres- 
sion, attitude, and general carriage, it will be a miracle of mercy if their 
pupils do not follow in their rude footsteps. Teachers who are qualified 
for the office which they hold, can in countless ways exert a refining and 
elevating social influence over the children, who day by day attend upon 
their instructions. The arrangement of their school-rooms, — their rule« 
and habits in respect to neatness, order and decorum, — their require- 
ments in regard to salutations, questions and answers, their attitudes, 
whether standing or sitting, their intercourse with each other, will all 
work harmoniously together for the promotion of all that is desirable 
m respect to social refinement. 

How greatly important is it, then, that they who fill the Teacher's 
• office should be above all occasion for reproach in respect to manners. 
But important as this may be, it is sufficiently evident that Teachers of 
this character, in numbers sufficient to fill all our schools, can not at 
once be had. I submit whether legislation, the action of our County 
School Examiners, our Boards of Education, and all others upon whom 
is dependent the administration of our School System, should not seek to 
impress upon all candidates for the Teacher's profession, the importance 
of this subject. If the rude and ill-bred shall find it difficult to* secure 
positions in our schools, this fact will go far as a corrective of their faults.* 
Let it not be supposed that 1 attach undue importance to this subject. 
No other question in relation to the great interests of education, is 
worthy of more serious regard by those who administer our School Sys- 
tem. The most emphatic objections which are urged against public 
schools, on the part of intelligent people, come from those parents who 
have a due appreciation of the importance of sentiments and habits of 
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politeness. It is the ftpprehenaion that their children will thus beoome 
coarse in language, and rude in behavior, — ^tbat encouragement to this 
end will be given by the example of Teachers, that prompts not a few 
parents to place them in private schools. This they do with reluctance; 
for it is expensive ; it often involves the necessity of sending them from 
home ; and except in the matter of manners, private schools are gener* 
ally inferior to public. Their classification is loose, and their mental 
discipline is less thorough* 

In many of the large towns in the State, much attention is paid to this 
matter on the part of Teachers. The same may be said of particulstr 
aohools in the rural districts. Wherever there is found a Teacher of 
social culture, of good manners, there also is found a school in which the 
claims of politeness are inculcated; and habits of courtesy are acquired. 
The great necessity is, that all Teachers possess this, as well as other 
demanded qualifications. 

3. Mind. Thebg is a demand for more thorough intellectual disciplinb. 

By many, intellectual culture has been considered the only proper and 
legitimate province of educational inatitutions. That the physical, social 
and moral natures and necessities of children should be cared for in 
schools, is an idea seldom entertained by multitudes of parents. Accord- 
ing to their view, intellect^ alone, is there to receive attention. 

But in regard to this one idea of education, most incorrect and mis- 
chievous sentiments are prevalent. Thousands entertain the. opinion 
that to study ^ is to memorize a given lesson ; and to teach, is to hear the 
recitation of lessons. And a great proportion of the instruction received 
and given in schools, is of this character. 

But this course has little tendency to promote thorough mental disci- 
pline. The pupil may in this way acquire a knowledge of certain faets 
and principles, which will have their uses ; but by no such process can he 
ever be truly educated^ 

What is education, in its true idea ? It is that disciplining of the 
intellectual powers, which renders them obedient to the commands of the 
will. It is qualifying the mind to be the master and director of its own 
energies. An uneducated man has little control over his own mental 
faculties. H^ finds it difficult, if not impossible, to concentrate his 
thoughts upon any particular theme ; and to hold them to continuous 
action in one direction. They wander away from the point which he 
would investigate. Like horses unbroken, when first subjected to the 
harness, they expend their energies without accomplishing results equal 
tp their endeavors. 
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The difficulty with euoh a mind, is found ia the fact that it ia npt 
educated ; its powers have never be^n thoroughly disciplined. The will 
can not control its operations. And the chief idea of education is to 
bring the mental powers into subjection to the will; and to install man 
as the master of his own thoughts. And in this idea of education is 
found an answer to numerous Directions to certain studies pursued in all 
efficient institutions of learning. Mctny inq[uire, '' why devote time to 
the study of ancient languages and the higher mathematics, when nine* 
tenths of all such pupils will never be called to make any practical use 
of the knowledge thus fioquired ?" Tliey suppose that the only purpose 
of education is to store the mind with information, making it a mere 
leceptacle of facts and ideas. 

But such is a syperficial view of the subject. The mind aeeds train* 
ing to thinkf and to acquire the mastery of its own powers; that of itp 
own forces it may be able to inyestigate, to prove all things, holdiDg fast 
to that which is good. Hence the necessity of those studies which excite 
thought ; which call into use the reasoning faculties ; which demand the 
exercise of discrimination and judgment. This end is most efficiently 
subserved by studies like those already named, which require the most 
severe mental application. 

I do not at all intend to ignore the truths that the chief purpose of 
certain studies, such as Geography and History, is to gain a knowledge 
of facts ; but such acquisition is not synonymous with the true idea of 
an educated and well-trained mind. 

How manifest is the truths that in many of our schools but little real 
intellectual training is practiced or acquired. To take a pupil through 
his text-beoks, to teach him rules in language, figures and science, so 
that, parrot*like, he can repeat and rehearse, is not educating him. It 
does not quicken and energize the thiaking powers. It does not at all 
promote original and independent thought. It rather stunts and stupefies 
the mind, binding it up to prescribed formularies, and enslaving it to the 
will of masters. It begets no mental independence ; no self-reliant con-^ 
fidence in its ability to go forward by the force of its own powers. 

In respect to physical and social training, I have expressed the opinion 
that the present tendency is such as to afford just cause for alarm. Bu^ 
in regard to intellectual discipline, appearances are far more cheerful. 
The true idea of education is better understood at the present time, than 
it was in former years. The importance of securing Teachers of thorough 
education, meets a higher appreciation than formerly it was able to 
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secure. Instruction is now given in accordance with the laws and neces- 
sities of the mind, to an extent which furnishes foundation for high 
encouragement 

Having visited numerous schools in different parts of the State, during 
the past summer, I feel warranted in saying that, among them, there are 
many which have attained a high standard of excellence in respect to 
thoroughness in mental culture. I doubt that there are, in any part of 
our country, schools, either public or private, which, in respect to the 
subject under consideration, are superior to many of the public Graded 
Schools of Ohio. It is my firm conviction that these schools are une- 
qualed by a very large majority of the private Seminaies in the State. 
Our Public High Schools are achieving a most valuable reputation for all 
those characteristics which should mark institutions of learning. If 
there are, in our country, Seminaries for the education of either male or 
female youth, which are superior to the High Schools of Cincinnati, 
Cleveland and many other of our large towns, I^now not where they 
are. 

Our Public Schools ought, certainly, in respect to thoroughness of 
intellectual discipline, to be greatly superior to Female Seminaries 
and private Academies; for they possess certain high advantages over 
them. Private schools are, for the most part, dependent for their support 
upon popular patronage. Unless they secure the attendance of a suffi- 
cient number of pupils, their existence must cease; since tuition bills are 
their only support. A large proportion of both parents and pupils, do 
not duly appreciate the importance of thoroughness in study and disci- 
pline. Many parents place their daughters in Female Seminaries, with 
requests that they be allowed to select their own studies. If the young 
girl objects to any given branch of study, her ignorant and unreasonable 
dictation must be heeded ; or she will leave the institution, and thus 
deprive it of a given amount of its expected support. How strong must 
be the inducement in all such cases, to suffer pupils to pursue courses 
which will utterly fail to result in any thing like real education. In 
many instances, girls are allowed to enter Female Seminaries when 
ignorant of the rudiments of English Grammar, and the fundamental 
rules of Arithmetic. They take up such studies as French, and Music ; 
and when they leave the institution, with what they call a "finished 
education," the mysteries of Orthography they never have attempted to 
penetrate. Correct Spelling is not numbered among their shining accom- 
plishments. 

But the graduates of our well-appointed Public Schools, can never go 
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forth thus miserably famished for life's duties and enjoyments. With 
our excellent system of gradation , no pupil can enter upon the study of 
tbe higher branches, until he has mastered those of the lower grades. 
He is promoted only upon examination ; and is never allowed to rear his 
superstructure until he has completed his foundation. ' Finish this, 
before you attempt that," is a law as irrevocable as any Median or Per- 
Bian statute, in all our good schools. If under such requirements any 
shall chafe, and threaten to leave, unless the rigor of the law shall be 
abated, no Teachers will thereby be frightened ; for their salaries and 
support do not depend at all upon the number of their pupils. The 
icourse of study^ and all the laws of the schools, are prescribed to them 
by the Boards of Education, in whose employment they serve ; and they 
feel sure of the countenance and support of such authorities, while faith- 
fully and efficiently executing their commands. And in these particu- 
lars the Public School has high advantages over the Seminaries. 

I do not* at all intend to apply these criticisms and unfavorable com- 
parisons to all the private seminaj'ies in our State. But I do affirm that 
in respect to thorough intellectual discipline, the public school has a 
decided advantage over all others, and should be superior to them. 
Those Seminaries which have fixed courses of study, that all pupils are 
required to pursue, and which are rigid in their examinations for advance- 
ment, are not obnoxious to these objections. I am acquainted with sev- 
eral Female Seminaries in our State, which, all things considered, are, 
in my estimation, more than equal to our best Public Schools, as institu- 
tions for the education of girls. But they are exceptions to the general 
rule ; a rule to which there should be no exceptions ; a rule to which 
there would be not one exception, if all our school authorities were com- 
potent and efficient. All our good schools are found under the shadow 
of our good Boards of Education. 

But while it is cause for congratulation that many of the public schools 
of our State are achieving high reputation for excellence, deeply is it to 
be regretted that this fact is of limited application ; that in many of our 
schools no decided advancement is apparent. There are existing certain 
causes which can never fail to produce worthless schools ; and their 
removal is indispensable to the application of demanded remedies. 

As the chief of all causes of poor schools, poor Teachers stand first. 
That one-half, or one-tenth, even of the thousands of Teachers in Ohio 
are in all respects what their profession demands, no one can justly 
claim. So far as my acquaintance goes, I am led to believe that the 
Teachers of Ohio are quite equal to those of any other State, with a 
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single exception. Thiere are among them hundreds who possess admir- 
able qualifications for the performance of the duties of their high call- 
ing: but the fact can not be denied that there are thousands of others, 
whose abilities are such as to demand no emphatic eulogy. They have 
succeeded in gaining certificates of qualifications for teaching, but the 
qualificdtions themselves, they have not gained. Our School Law pro- 
vides that Teachers who, in all respects are thoroughly qualified, shall 
receive certificates which shall be valid for the term of two years. From 
returns made to this office of eertificates granted for the past year, it 
appears that less than one-twentieth had been given for this period ; and 
more than half of the whole number have been for terms not exceeding 
six months. And when we consider that the Examiners of Teachers are 
strongly influenced to exercise the greatest liberality in granting certifi- 
cates, how apparent is the truth that many of our schools must be of 
inferior character. 

So ignorant are some Teachers in regard to the subjects which they 
pretend to teach, that without the constant use of the text-books of their 
classes, they could not conduct a recitation. They can do little more 
than read the questions which, most conveniently for them, are found 
printed at the bottom of each page. 

Another cause of poor scholarship is found in the extreme simplifica- 
4ion which abounds in many of the text-books which are in general use. 
It may have been a fault in the school books of a former age, that they 
presented their subjects in a manner not sufiiciently simple and easy of 
comprehension. But many authors of school books now in use, have 
practiced the opposite and more unfortunate extreme. Little is left for 
the employment of thought, on the part of either Teacher or pupil. 
This is an evil which loudly demands a remedy. 

Another cause which proves ruinous to the scholarship of multitudes 
of youth, is the fact that they commence and complete their education, 
such as it is, at too early an age. Allusion has already been made to this' 
fact as productive of physical feebleness and deformity. Intellectual 
debility and distortion originate in the same source of evil. 

The progressive steps of no sipiall proportion of pupils in ow schools 
are in about the following order : Enter the Primary Department at the 
age of five years ; the Secondary at seven ; the Grammar at nine ; the 
High School at eleven ; and graduate at fifteen. In all such cases no 
amount of talent on the part of the Teacher and the taught can secure 
an approximation to thorough scholarship. Not a few children, by this 
hot-bed process, have been ruined iii intellect. At the age of four years, 
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they may have been anusally bright and promising ; but at ten, in con- 
sequence of premature mental exertion, they are remarkable for dullness 
and dislike for study. 

Some children have more mental maturity at a given number of 
years, than others at twice their age have attained ; and it would be 
difficult to apply any rule which would precisely meet the necessities of all 
oases. Yet, as general rules must be provided for the administration of 
^general School System, I would prefer that none be admitted to school 
under six years of age ; and that eight years be occupied in the three 
lower departments. This course would admit pupils to the High 
School at the age of fourteen years. 

While in the lowest department, and previous to the age of eight or 
nine years, I would prefer that children should be kept closely confined 
to study not more than three hours each day. Let this be in the morn- 
ing, divided by a recess of fifteen minutes^ Let the afternoon session 
be devoted to such general exercises al would require no great mental 
effort ; but which would be productive of incalculable benefit to the 
pupils. 

A portion of this time might be devoted to gymnastic and calesthenic 
exercises ; to various healthful recreations and amusements. Another 
portion of the afternoon might be given to exercises in drawing and 
singing ; branches of education which deserve to rank among the most* 
important. Other hours might be devote^ ,to instruction in mann^rsy 
the proprieties of speech and behavior. Due regard might be had to 
moral culture, and religious obligation. It might be proper for the 
Teacher to impart instruction in regard to the prominent facts of history , 
and the lives of distinguished men ; the nature and principles of govern- 
ment, and other similar matters. Much useful information might be 
given in regard to varous professions, trades and occupations, in which 
men engage. For example, the Teacher might hold before the pupils a 
book, and describe the process of its manufacture ; the work of the 
paper-maker, the printer and binder. AH these subjects children need 
to understand, and may understand, without an undue degree of mental 
exertion. By thb course, amusement and instruction would be blended ; 
and the school-room made the object of every child's affection. 

It is true that this course would require much wisdom, common sense 
and tact, on the part of the Teacher. But this is no real objection to 
the plan ; and it is high time that all should undei:0tand Ibat the best 
teaching talent is required for the youngest children. 



Once, at least, each week, I would have the Teacher accompany the 
pupils on an excursion through the neighboring fields and groves. This 
occasion might be improved for imparting instruction in Botany, 
Geology, Entomology and Ornithology. The varieties of plants, flowers, 
herbs, grasses, grains, shrubs and trees,-— of soils and stones, — of 
insects and birds, — would furnish pleasing and profitable subjects for 
remark and inquiry. Upon these subjects all children should be 
instructed. It is a deplorable truth that in all our larger towns, children 
are almost utterly ignorant in regard to them. There are thousands of 
school-girls who, at a glance, could name the fabrics of all the dresses 
ever worn by Caroline Woodman or Flora McPlimsey ; but who could 
UQt tell the gk-owing oats, barley, rye and wheat; nor the oak, beech, 
maple and hickory apart; nor distinguish between an owl and an eagle, 
a wren and a robin. 

To a restricted extent, I would have like practices prevail in all the 
higher grades of our schools. Why should books be studied to the utter 
neglect of the bright and beautiful volume of Nature, which the Great 
Teacher has prepared for the instruction of his children ? It is not 
^* book^ learning " alone, that is requisite, for the practical purposes in life. 
The man who gains all his knowledge from books, will know little of the 
world as it is ; little of iiuman nature ; little of society; little of many 
kings' which he will most need to understand when called to perform 
Lis appropriate part in lifers great drama. A man may take the 
highest honors of his class in the highest University on earth ; he may 
speak all the languages of Babel ; and understand all mysteries and 
philosdphieia, and still possess less practical knowledge than his neighbor, 
who can neither read nor write. 

The course suggested would admit pupils to the High School at the 
minimum age of fourteen years, and gradtiate them at eighteen. Many 
oircumstanoes would prevent so early an admission and graduation; 
and the average age at any time of all the members of the four different 
classes, would be as high as seventeen years. 

To our best Colleges no students are admitted under fourteen years 
of age. The course of study pursued in our well-ordered High Schools, 
is, in extent and severity, nearly equal to most College courses. In 
College, students have facilities for devoting all their time, evenings as 
well as days, to study; free from all domestic interruptions. To our 
Colleges, males alone are admitted ; while in our High Schools, the ma- 
jority are femiUes. . If, therefore, it is proper to exclude from the former 
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all under the age of fourteen years, with greater propriety might the rule 
be applied to applicants for admission to the latter. 

Though students may be admitted to College at the age mentioned, 
yet few do enter so young. I judge that the average age of students in 
the prominent QoUeges of the land, is not less than twenty years. But 
the average age of the pupils in the High Schools of Cincinnati, Cleve- 
land, Columbus, Chillicothe, Circleville, Dayton, Toledo, Urbana, Mas- 
sillon and numerous other towns, is but fifteen years. In Tiffin, Zanes- 
ville, Akron and some others, it is but fourteen years. In a few towns, 
it is still less. 

This is indeed a sore evil ; and one that calls loud for a remedy. The 
scholarship of those who graduate so young, must be of a low grade. 
And such graduates will find it difficult to apply to any practical pur- 
pose the branches of learning which they have pursued. 

The graduates of the Mount Holyoke Female Seminary have, I judge, 
gained a higher reputation for sound learning and successful teaching, 
than those of any similar institution in our country. How is it that they 
have achieved this honorable distinction ? The Teachers in that institu- 
tion have ever been excellent, but not superior to those of many .other 
Seminaries. The regulations of that school are such that few except the 
most talented, energetic and earnest, have force of character sufficient to 
practice them. But the principal cause of their high scholarship, is ^ 
found in the fact that none are admitted as pupils there, till they reach 
the age of seventeen years ; and consequently none can complete their 
studies under the age of twenty. They are not children, nor mere school 
girls ; but young ladies of sufficient mental maturity to acquire a thor- 
ough knowledge of the subjects of their studies. 

But in many of the Schools in our State, children between the ages of 
four and fourteen years, are rushed over studies which they are utterly 
unable to master; and not unfrequently this course proves fatally 
injurious to both body and mind. 

Morals. The affections op the heart should be trained to right 
exercises. 

Of all human necessities, this is the highest. Individual happiness, 
and the general interests of society, alike demand an elevated tone of 
moral character. What are Health, Manners, and Intellect, if associated 
with a corrupt heart? What are all personal possessions and accom- 

6 — SCHOOL REP. 
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pliBhments, when found in company with a vicious spirit ? . Is it desira- 
ble that the other powers of human nature should be cultured, if the 
moral features are neglected or debased ? The vilest and worst men of 
whom history tells, have been those whose intellectual natures have 
been highly educated, but whose hearts, whose religious principles, hav^ 
been sulffered to run to waste. And if we would resa* a man for eminent 
villainy and crime, let us seek to endue him with the physical force of a 
Hercules, the politeness of a Chesterfield, the mental power of a Solomon, 
but with the heart of an Iscariot, or a Boi^ia. 

No truth is more obvious than that mere intellectual culture does not 
secure a noble character ; and does not prevent the commission of crime. 
This idea the transactions of every day render mournfully manifest. 
Since the commencement of the present year, this truth has been illus- 
trated in iifistances. as numerous as they are deplorable. How often have 
our ears been saluted, and our souls pained, with tidings of official cor- 
ruption ; of defalcations, embezzlements and other popular and genteel 
styles of theft and robbery. The present embarrassment and revulsion 
in commercial and monetary circles, have lifted the curtain that had 
served to hide frpm public view the real characters of thousands of 
prominent men ; bringing to light deeds of villainy, and revealing the 
deep depravity of their true characters. The whole civilized world has 
stood amazed in view of these developments. But be it remembered 
^that these were not the deeds of the ignorant and the unlearned. They 
can not be charged to any want of social culture, or mental training. 
But with what emphasis do they proclaim the deep necessity for moral 
discipline ; for religious education. 

If our schools are not made subservient to the demands of this necessity, 
if they are practically ignoring its existence, most certainly are they recre- 
ant to their highest duty ; and it is legitimate to inquire whether, upon the 
whole, they are blessings to the people ; and worthy of our support. 

If we consider the varied relations of hteian beings to their God, and 
to each other, — the relations of the life Wmch now is to that which shall 
be, — if we believe in the revelations which the Bible claims to make, we 
can but be impressed with the momentous importance of so training our 
children and youth, that they shall possess pure and benevolent hearts ; 
characters such as alone can bless the world. What shall it profit a man 
to gain all other knowledge, iChe has no understanding of his moral 
relations and duties ? ^1, 

Whatever may be the theoretical opinions of men in respect to Chris- 
tianity, — however they may doubt or deny its divine origin, and neglect 
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its obligations, often are they led to do homage to its principles and its 
spirit; and to bear testimony to its worth. Who does not eulogize moral 
excellence as it shone forth in the lives of the great and good, who now 
are numbered with the departed ? Napoleon was great in respect to 
intellectual power, military achievements and political wisdom. Our 
own Washington, in respect to these characteristics, did not excel the 
famous Corsican. And yet the whole civilized world pays a higher 
tribute of admiration to the character of Washington, than to that of 
Napoleon. The reason of this is found in the truth that Washington 
was a good man; one who feared God, and eschewed evil; one who- 
found his own highest happiness in securing the happiness of his fellow 
men. For genius and poetic art, Byron outshines all other modern poeta. 
But who is the man, whatever may be his religious ideas, that honors the 
memory of Byron as he does that of Cowper, or Montgomery ? Whe& a 
good man dies^ all men pay honor to his character. His high morality, 
and his adher^f^ to religious principle, call forth the praise of those^ 
who in his life^mne thought lightly of his principles. So true is it that 
though the fathers may slay the prophets, the sons will build their 
sepulchres. 

As a man of science, as an adventurous explorer, the late Dr. Kane 
gained for himself an honored reputation. But the universal love and 
admiration in which his memory is enshrined, arise from the fact that 
he possessed and exercised the noble, the beautiful, and the holy princi- 
ples of Christianity. His deep and tender regard for the welfare of that 
little company enshrouded in Arctic ice and darkness, his watchings and' 
labors and privations for their safety, his acknowledgment of an over- 
ruling Providence, his reverential spirit^ are the traits of his character 
which all hold in admiring remembrance. 

Captain Herndon, who now sleeps beneath the ocea», will live in the 
honored and grateful remembrance of millions, long ages after the mem- 
ory of many of the world's famous Commodores and Admirals shall have 
ceased. Every thought which we send away to that ill-starred ship, the 
Central America, returns to us with praises of the God-fearing and man- 
loving Herndon. 

Every consideration demands that the principles of morality be deeply 
fixed in the minds and hearts of all children. 

Says the Father of his Country, in his Farewell Address to the Ameri^ 
can people : 

'< Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, 
religion and morality are indispensable supports. In vain would that 
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man claim the tribute of patriotism^ who should labor to subvert these 
great pillars of human happiness ; these firmest props of the duties of 
men and citizens. The mere politician, equally with the pious man, 
ought, to respect and cherish them. A volume could not trace all their 
connections with private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked, 
where is the security for property, for life, for reputation, if a sense of 
religious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of inves- 
tigation in courts of justice ? And let us with caution indulge the sup- 
position that morality can be maintained without religion. Whatever 
may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of pecu- 
liar structure, reason and experience both forbid us to expect that 
national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principles." 

If we take a view of the world, we shall discover vast differences in 
human condition. Some nations and continents we shall see enveloped 
in ignorance and degradation, of deeper than Egyptian darkness. Oth- 
ers we shall find rejoicing in the sunlight of knowledge ; in a condition 
of intellectual elevation and refinement. Some will be seen in the expe- 
.rience of abject destitution, possessing few enjoyments. Others will dis- 
,play evidences of an abundance of material wealth. The social condi- 
tion of one will scarcely excel that of the brute creation ; while in another 
will be manifest all the glad and blessed endearments of home, and other 
social circles. In one will be found industry, enterprise, law, and 
^personal safety ; and in another the absence and the opposite of all these. 
Whence these vast differences ? What power is it that has raised one 
portion of the human family to a condition so far above that of the other 
iportion? Who does not know that modern civilization, with all its 
-attendant blessings, owes its attainments to the influence of Christianity; 
•to the power of the Bible ? Who, then, can deny that our children 
should be taught to know, to obey and to love, the principles of that 
morality which the Bible teaches ? 

It has already been stated that there are reasons for the opinion that 
the tendency of the times in respect to physical and social education, is 
such as to afford occasion for alarm ; but in respect to intellectual train- 
ing, great improvements are in progress ; and I am happy to believe 
that, in our own State at least, more attention is given to the subject of 
moral instruction, . than in former periods it has received. Their 
obligations and duty in regard to this department of education, meet a 
ready acknowledgment on the part of many of our Teachers. At the 
meetings of our educational associations and institutes, this subject 
receives no little consideration. Within the last three years a work of 
high value has been prepared by a prominent Teacher in this State, 
designed to aid the cause of moral instruction. This excellent volume 
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has been widely'circulated ; and it is accomplishing, I doubt not, to a good 
degree its worthy purpose. So far as I have personal acquaintance with* 
the schools of the State, in nearly all of them the Bible is daily read sis a 
devotional exercise ; and in many of them prayer is offered. 

That in any of these schools religious instruction receives all that 
regard which its claims demand, is far from certain. That in many 
schools the subject is ignored and neglected, is quite probable. But that 
progress has been made in the right direction, during the past five years, 
there is the highest evidence. And that this reformation may extend to 
all our schools, should be the desire and the effort of all the friends of 
these schools. 

That there are many subjects pertaining to religion which should not 
be taught in the public school, no intelligent person, who is not a bigot, 
will deny. It is not the place to advocate or oppose sectarian dogmas, 
and denominational differences. Our public schools are supported by a 
tax upon all property in the State; and it would be unfair, impolitic and 
oppressive, to attempt to teach a child religious tenets which are odious 
to its parents. There may be n\^ny doctrines and rites pertaining to 
religion, of which nothing should ever be heard in public schools. The 
man who contributes means for supporting the school, has a right to 
expect, and to demand, that no disrespect shall in that school be shown 
to his religious opinions. The moment that our schools are perverted to 
purposes of sectarianisip, that moment will they cease to be worthy of 
respect or support. 

But let no one suppose that barring our schools against the introduc- 
tion of sectarian peculiarities and denominational creeds, is a prohibi- 
tion of religious instruction. The Christian religion, its principles and 
its spirit, do not consist in the isms of sectarian partisans ; and we can 
impart religious instruction, we can teach all that is essential to religious 
character, without giving offence to any reasonable parent. What is 
gospel morality ? Christ will surely be acknowledged as good authority 
upon this question. He daclares his religion to consist in our loving 
God with all the heart, and loving our neighbor as we love ourselves. 
He declared that upon these two commands, hang all the Law and the 
Prophets ; that is, that love to God and to man, is the sum, the essence, 
of all true religion. This most certainly can be taught in all schools, 
with little danger of giving any one offence ; for who could be unwilling 
that his child should be taught to love that good being from whom come 
all blessings? Or who could complain that his children are taught to 
love one another? 
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Beyond all dispute, it is proper that children receive instraction in 
regard to those peculiar doctrines and rites which their parents believe 
and practice. But the public school is not the appropriate place for 
imparting or receiving such instruction. The Family, the Sabbath School, 
and the Pulpit, can supply all the teaching which these matters require* 

It may not be improper to make allusion to certain earnest efforts 
which are making for the overthrow of the Common School System, on 
the ground of its defective religious influence. There have recently 
come into my hands two pamphlets, which violently assault public 
schools, upon this ground. One of these tracts starts off in volcanic 
8ty}e, as follows : 

"Christians, rally for your children; Presbyterians, Methodists, Epis- 
copalians, Baptists ; Christians of every name, rally for your children. 
The Common School System is proving a disastrous failure." 

Passing over a dozen pages, filled with indefinite charges against the 
moral character and influence of schools, often charging that they are 
without God and without hope in the world, that they are utterly irre- 
ligious in character, we come to what the author considers as a fatal ob- 
jection, to wit : that in these schools Teachers " avoid the questions of 
adult or infant baptism, predestination or grace and goOd works, the 
corporeal or spiritual resurrection of the dead, the sacraments, free-will 
and necessity." 

In these questions the author evidently supposes religion to consist. 
Were this supposition true, did Christianity consist in certain notions 
concerning the '* corporeal or spiritual resurrection of the dead, free-will 
and necessity," it would be little cause for regret if our schools were 
"irreligious." 

In another place he says, "We have not affirmed that education 
causes crime. We merely affirm that the two are co-existing facts." 
Indeed ! And because there is crime in the world, does it follow that 
our system of schools should be abolished ? What if this rule should be 
applied, as with equal justice it might be, to the family, the church, the 
gospel ministry ? Does not crime co- exist with them ? The general 
application of such a rule as this, would abolish every human enterprise; 
yea, every work of God. 

The grand scheme of our author is developed in the following lan- 
guage : 

" Let every denomination organize its own schools, employ Teachers 
of its own faith, and daily admit its own clergymen to superintend and 
assist in the religious part of the training." 
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Were it possible to carry this theory into practice, in a score of years 
it would fill our land with more real Ishmaelites, than ever wandered 
over the sands of Arabia Deserta. But the plan is utterly impracticable. 
In cities it might, to some extent, be carried into operation ; but in the 
rural districts it could not. To illustrate, — ^here is a district including 
twenty families, and fifty children ; a suitable number to constitute a 
single school. But these twenty families are connected with half as 
many different churches. Shall these fifty children be divided into five 
or ten different schools, merely that they may be taught certain views in 
regard to doctrinal theology, and church polity ? But the idea is so ab* 
surd as to call for no serious attempts at refutation. And had not the 
author evinced self-respect by withholding his name, no reader of his 
work could hesitate to believe him either insane, or — inane. 

Our country abounds in testimonials to the moral value of Common 
Schools. No more serious calamity could befall morality and religion, 
than that these schools should cease to exist. And to every vandal 
hand which is uplifted against our School System, our cry should be, 
'^destroy it not, for in it there is a blessing." 



GENERAL SUMMARY OF STATISTICS 



TRANSACTIONS OF COUNTY SCHOOL EXAMINERS. 

.Counties reported • S^ 

Meetings held 1,627 

Certificates granted for 24 months , 894 

do do 18 do 1,619 

do do 12 do 6,400 

do do 6 do 7,474 

do do for less than 6 months 1,820 

Total 18,107 

Candidates rejected ^»^^? 

Total number of candidates 22,725 | 

Total expense to Counties. 87,486 00 ! 

Average expense per Candidate 32 c. J 
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FEMALE SEMINABIES. 

Number reported . • • • • 19 

Pupils pursuing full course • • 1 ,264 

do do partial course 713 

do do preparatory course 960 

Graduates in 1857 . • • • 141 

Whole number of graduates , 1,079 

Number of teachers 163 

Yalue of buildings, etc $521,000 00 

Other endowments 935,000 00 

Volumes in Libraries « 43,419 

Yalue of apparatus .' 812»050 00 

COLLEGES. 

Number reported • 11 

Students pursuing full course 1,099 

do do partial course 356 

do do preparatory course 1,525 

Graduates in 1857 149 

Total number of Graduates 1,899 

Number of Professors • 76 

Value of buildings, etc 8675,000 00 

Other endowments 8700,000 00 

Volumes in Libraries • 80,300 

Value of apparatus 815,600 00 



TEACHERS' INSTITUTES. 

Number reported 20 

Total number of weeks continued .....••.. 35 

Number of Instructors — 

Uales 119 

Females 18 

Total 137 

Number of Members 4 c • . . . 1,603 

Funds received from County Commissioners 8521 00 

do do Members 1,569 00 

do do all other sources • 9 00 

Total » 8 2,099 00 
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STATISTICS FURNISHED BY AUDITORS. 

l^xunber of sub-districts with school houses in the townships 9,229 

l^umber of whole sub-districts within the townships . • • . . . 8,901 

l^umber of parts of sub-districts within the townships 1,602 

Number of white, youth between 5 and 21 years of age— < 

Males 418,336 

Females 408, 1 19 



Total 826,466 

Number of colored youth between 6 and 21 years of age — 

Males 6,729 

Females 6,863 



11,682 



Orand total of white and colored youth • 838,037 

Number of schools — 

Common 12,078 

High 113 

German and English 66 

Colored 93 



Total 12,339 



Number of youth enroUed in the schools during the year — 

Common — Males 312,193 

<< Females S74,602 

High— Males 4.008 

*< Females , 4,364 

Oerman and English — Males 1,812 

•* •* Females •. 1.6«3 

Colored— Males 2.373 

Females 2,312 



«< 



Total — Males and Females 603,347 

Number of scholars in average daily attendance in school during the year— - 

Common — Males 183,172 

Females 167,871 

High— Males 2,491 

<' Females 2,862 

German and English — Males 1,043 

" " Females 924 

Colored — Male .... 1,246 

*• Females 1,269 



TotalMales 187,961 

Total Females 162,912 

Grand total — Males and Females • . • • 360,867 
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Average length of time the schook haye been kept in session during the year — 

Common 5 Months 23 days. 

High • 8 *' 20 *« 

German and English 6 " 3 «' 

Colored 6 " 11 •* 

Private and Select 3 " 22 " 

« 

Number of teachers employed in the schools during the year — 

Common — Males 9>857 

" Females 8,448 

High— Males 120 

** Females 83 

German and English — Males 53 

*' " Females. •.. 12 

Colored — Males 87 

" Females 34 

Private and Select — Males 72 

•' " Females 107 

Total number — Males 1 0, 1 89—— 

Total number— Females. 8,684 

Grand total — Males and Females. • . • 18,873 

Average wages of teachers per month in the schools during the year — 

Common— Males '. 927 71 

" Females 16 22 

High— Males • 61 10 

" Females 33 34 

German and English — Males • • 29 80 

<* <" Females 26 0© 

Colored— Males 27 28 

•* Females » 19 86 

Private and Select — Males 35 91 

" «« Females 18 46 

Whole amount pcud'for teachers' wages in the schools during the year — 

Common— Male $1,099,168 77 

Female $669,750 61 

High— Male -' 64,322 80 

" Female ^ 23,741 89 

German and English — Male.. 7,396 13 

" " Female 2,224 93 , 

Colored— Male 10,932 93 

" Female 2,440 40 



Total of each— Male .$1,181,819 63 

" •* Female $598,167 83 

Grand total— Male and Female $1 ,779,977 46 
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« 

Amount of taxes levied in townships or special districts for the following purposes: 

Purchasing school house sites $15,009 27 

Building and furnishing school houses 403,268 97 

Hiring school houses 3,873 16 

Repairing school houses 61,608 12 

Fuel 66,767 28 

Book and apparatus cases ••••• ; 1,114 71 

Other contingent school expenses 92,052 47 

Prolonging schools six months 422,875 37 

Sustaining high schools 19,004 96 

Total amount raised by special tax $1,075,574 31 

Amount of school moneys receiyed during the year 1 856, from the following sources 

State school tax 81,070,767 72 

Section 16— Interest paid by the State of Ohio 83,530 80 

Section 1 6 — Interest or rent paid by the purchasers or tenants 30,784 1 6 
Bents or interest received on Section 16, situate within other 

counties • • 4,454 62 

Virgmia Military School Fund 7,205 05 

School Fund of United States Military District 5,374 26 

Western Reserve School Fund. 6,184 32 

Peddlers' and auctioneers' licenses and auction duties 135 15 

Fines and penalties 1,879 40 

Exhibition Licenses 1,235 18 

Special Taxes 530,353 19 

Mistellaneous sources 92,838 84 

Balance of account on last year's settlement. • 416,781 45 

Total 82,251,52214 

Expenditures^- 

Whole amount expended during the year for teachers' wages$ 1,605,379 39 
Whole amount expended for building, furnishing and repairs, 

and all other school purposes 694,537 67 

Grand total of Expenditures $2,299,917 06 

Number of school houses heretofore erected 9,027 

Value of the same 83,288,317 00 

Number of school houses erected in 1857 570 

Value of same 293,040 CO 

Number of School Libraries 5,831 

Value of same. . , 136,750 00 

Number of Books in Libraries 214,121 

Value of School Apparatus 29,833 00 
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Ho. I. 
TABULAR 
OF THE REPOETED CONDITION OF COMMON 



STATEMENT, 
ICHOOLS IN OHIO, FROM 1837 TO 1868 
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NOTES ON THE FOREGOING TABLES. 

NO. 1. 

FROM THE REPORTS OF COUNTY AUDITORS. 

1837. No. of Townships reported 1,129— No. of Districts not reported 715. 

The number of Distriots without school hoase lots was 4,158, and without school houses 
3,370. The number of pri'^ate schools was 2,175. 

1838. The number of Distriots not reported in Adams county was 140— in Guernsey 100— in 

Hamilton 119— in Hancock 100— in Huron 193— in Knox ,158— in Monroe 119— in 

Richland 120--in Washington 132— in Wayne 135 Total number in the State not 

reported 3,4^2. 
1839. — 691 Townships reported to Superintendent. 
1842.— 456 

J 851.— 1.121 " " " 

1854. No. of Special Districts 207. Total No. of School Houses 7,235— value, with furniture, 

$2,197,384. 
1855.* Average wages of Male Teachers per month $25 02— of Female Teachers $14 20. 

1856. " •' " " " 26 70 " " 15 63. 

1857. " " " " " 27 71 " " 16 22. 
Total No. of School Houses 9,597— value of same $3,581,357. No. of whole sub dis- 
tricts 8,801 — >No. of parts of sub-districts 1,602. 



NO. 2. 

FROM THE ESTIMATES OF THE SUPERINTENDENT AND OTHER SOURCES 

THAN REPORTS OF COUNTY AUDITORS. 

1838. No. of Townships 1,227. 

1839. " ** 1,236 — ^average No. of scholars in each school 35. 

Average wages of Male Teachers $16 00— of Female Teachers $10 00. General average 
of Teachers' wages $13 43. Total No. of months taught 52,229. Average No. of 
months taught 4. 

1645. No. of scholars in average daily attendance 1 75,000. 

1846 No. of Fractional Districts 1,500— No. of scholars in average daily attendance 330,000— 
tjotil No of months taught 63,308. 

1851. No.of Townships 1,3 16. 

1854. " " 1,410— No. of Fractional Districts 1,305— total No of school houses 
10 300. Total value $3,704,720. Average wag.s of Male Teachers $23— of Female 
Teachers $13. Average No. of months taught 6. 

1855. Average value of school houses $285. No. of whole and fractional sub-districts 10,000. 



*In Common Schools. 

The preparation of this report has been delayed by the failure of cer- 
tain counties to make their returns to this office in due season, as required 
by law. 

It may be proper to mention, that the room in the State House appor- 
tioned to the Commissioner by the last Legislature, has not yet been 
completed and furnished ; but it is expected that it will be ready for use 

within a few weeks. 

ANSON SMYTH, 

State Commissioner of Common ScJiools, 
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ABSTRACT OP REPORTS OF COUNTY SCHOOL EXAMINERS, 
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M. 
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25 

17 
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Hamilton . , . 
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FOR THE TEAR ENDING AnOUST 31, 1867. 
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J. Nioholj, J. 0. Worralla, J. V. Whitney. 

R. F. Howard, Moses Barlow, Wm. Stain. 
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136 
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1.07iJ. R Qroghan, C. A. Bscier, Hanton. 
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130 
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335 
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77 


100 




150 


35 Aaa Braioard, S.F. Newman, Wm. Uibihell. 
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47 


138 


31 
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144 


85|R.J.Hoffiii«ii,J.W.Longbon,H.a.FaUertoD. 


1611 
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351 


99 


"98 


197 
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63,Q.K:.Jentins, J.N.Desselem, J.H.Forreeter. 


151 


176 


337 
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26;J. R. Selby, D. Oalusha, Elijat Harrod. 
14jH. O.^BeanlBleej^G^E. Howe, P. E, Freneh. 
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170 
139 
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"^ 
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30 
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140 
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366 
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78 
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Alex. Duncan, 8. N. Sanfofd, G. L. Mills. 


146 


94 


240 
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14 


19 
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77 




80 


106 
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35 


66 


91 




120 


43 


W.W.Bornton, J.H.Barniim, O.H.Ponfield. 


36 

77 
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113 
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17 


36 




72 


52 
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142 

3S0 


10 


13 


33 
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149 
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113 


0. W. FinUj, J. H. Draw, J. 8. Bumham. 
W. Q March, D. Hica, jr., J. E. Coffee. 
J. J. WJlUma, A. Osbom, J. F. Hume 
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^' 


65 
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18 
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103 
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37 


L, F. Ward, W. P. Cla^k, 8. Q. Barnard 


136 


113 


351 
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113 
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36 


T. A.WeUh, J.M.ETans. 


77 


27 


104 
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5 




90 


83 


W. F. Geo^, A. P. Ri«off, John Rdohert. 


136 


62 


138 


41 


15 


56 
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34 


ff . S. Edwwds, B. L. Heyle, H3.8nislt«r. 
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ABSTRACT OF BEPOBTS OF COUNTY SCHOOL BXAMINEKS, 
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24 months. 


18 months. 


12 months. 
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T. 
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M. 
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13 
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116 
69 
30 


1 

29 


• • • • 

13 


1 
42 
^0 


Ttiohland . • . 














• 










Koeg 


50 
52 
• 18 
36 
16 
13 


1 


4 
6 
3 
6 

• • • • 
8 


1 
6 
2 
2 
1 

• • • >« 


5 

12 
5 
8 
1 
8 
8 
24 
4 








146 
62 
18 
37 

116 
63 


68 
82 
15 
41 
40 
21 


214 

144 
33 
78 

156 
84 
82 

105 
52 
60 
6 
59 
64 
95 
55 
19 
35 
71 


1 

30 

52 

94 

5 

107 


2 
53 
16 
79 

3 
65 


3 

83 

68 

173 

8 

172 

103 

320 

66 

76 

60 

27 

65 

98 

208 

120 

74 

45 








Sandusky . . 

Scioto 

FU^nAAA ...... 


3 
1 


3 

2 


6 
3 


6 

26 


2 
5 


8 

31 


Shelby 

Stark 


1 
23 


• • • • 

13 


1 
36 
19 
51 


■ 


» 










Summit. .... 






7 


fTmnibiill . . . 


n 

17 
18 
16 
12 
12 
25 
24 
13 
12 
24 

1527 


3 
6 
1 


11 


13 


17 


34 


40 


65 


125 


195 








Tuscarawas . 






22 


TTnion ...... 












37 
3 
38 
25 
60 
32 
13 
20 


23 
3 
21 
39 
35 
23 
6 
15 


35 
37 
17 
26 
84 
110 
65 
36 


41 
23 
10 
39 
14 
98 
65 
39 


10 

6 

3 

1 

31 

21 


31 

25 

1 

2 

51 

3 


4T 


Van Wert . . . 


1 

2 

16 

12 

3 


1 
3 
4 
1 
5 


2 

5 
20 
13 

S 








31 


Vinton 

Warren • • • • • 
Washington . 
Wayne 

Wini&mfi. ... 


3 
19 
25 

1 


2 
13 
31 

2 


5 

32 

. 56 

3 


4 

3 

82 

24 


Wood 

Wyandotto . . 


10 


8 


18 


15 


12 


27 


85 


73 


158 
63 






























499 


300 


894 


817 


539 


1519 


2993227316400 


2942 


3083 


7474 


781 


563 


1820 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1 867— Continued. 




Namxs of ExAicnrsEs. 



Edward Archbold, J. S. Way» John More. 

R. P. Brown, James Campbell, A. T. Hall. 
24 J. M. Stephenson, W. Aiklo, J. Alexander. 
42 A. R. Dunn, W. L. Terrill, Matthew Roben. 
08 J. S. Ward, Z. M. Chandler, R. H Gilmore. 

Qeorge Stone, W. 0. Okey. 

Wm. Anmiley, James Murrell, W. Ii, Cole. 

J. R. Cushman, H. A. Brown. 

W. Speneer, W. Coulson, 0. Reimensnider. 

N. E. Jones, J. A. Lulz, Alfred Williams. 

J. J. Green, W. H. Reed, E. R. Allen. 

J. 0. Hart, 0. W. Strong, J. A. Garfield. 

A. McAdow, J. S. Morris, James Werty. 
H. J. Boehmer, E.Day, jr., Jas. Mackenzie. 
L. B. Matson, R. B. Smith, Maiiuel May. 
N.Wilson, W.B.Branklin, W.T.McOlintock. 
G.A.8tarkw*er,T.P.Finefrock,J.B.Lovcland 
Erastns Burr. J. R. Whitney, E. E. White. 
R. H. Good, J. Pillars, D. F. DeWolf. 
T.McOaughan, P.A.Ogden, G.CKelsey. 
T. W. Harvey, H. S. Martin, H. Cook. 
R. O. Hammond. 
Isaac Griffin, 17. H. Hutchins, W. 0. Okrk 

B. B. Brashear, A. Crawford* A. L. ^eely. 
H. Sabine, John Barbour. 

56 J. K. Alexander, C. Roberts, J. 0. Johnson. 
. . O.T.Gunning, J.T.Mackey, G.W.Shuckey. 
40 J. H. Elder,ll. Stone, J. W .F. Foster. 
22 J. Giles, G. R. Rosseter, J. W. McMaster. 
29 E. Oldroyd, J. Brinkerhoff, H 0. Johnson, 

W. H. Qmith, W. H. Ogden, S. A. Treat. 

H. H. Dodee, J. W. Woodbury, B. Ranger. 

T. E. Grisell, Henry Maddux, J. H. Holton. 



8030675818,107 1867 



84 
ABSTRACT OF REPOftTS OF GRADED SCHOOLS. 



AebUod . . . 
AahUbuU . 
Allietu - . . . 
' BdmoDl . . . 

Do 

Do 

Do...'.".'. 

Do 

Buti^r 

Po. 

Do 

Ohrk 

Do. 

OliDtoQ .... 
Uolumbiasa 

Do 

Ooslioctoa ■ ■ 
Crawford .. 

Do 

Cuyahoga . , 

Do 

Defiance 

Erie 

Do 

Furfield . . . 

Do , 

Franklin .... 

Do. .'.'.'.'.'. 
Do 

Guernsey . . . 

Hamiltxin . . . 

Do 

Jaekton .... 
Jefftiraoii .... 

Enox 

Lanreaoe . . . 
Lioking .... 
Logan.. ... 
Do 

Do..'.'.'.'.'.. 

Do 

Do.. 

So..'.'.'.'.'.' 

Montgomery. 
Uorgan .... 



Ashland 

Conneaut 

Atheiis.. 

Bridgeporl 

HarLineTil 

St. ClairflT 

QeorgetoT 

Bi™nspo 

Hamilton 
Uiddleton 
MetAanUa 
Crbana . 
--, -|bB.1( 
South Oha 
Wilmingtc 
Sew Lisbi 

Qulion...' 
Cleveland 
Chagrin I 
Defiance 
Uilan ... 
Sanduiky 
Lanoaeter 
lear Gro 
Colnmbus 
Bellbrook 

Senecaville 

Cinoinnati 

Walnnt Hills . . . 
PtymouLh 

Jaokson 

SteubenvUle 

Frederiaktown .. 

PainuavilU 

IroDton...,. 

Ifevark 

Be11«lbntaine . . . . 
WWt Liberty.... 

Oberliu 

Elyiia 

Tdedo 

Uanmee City . . . . 

trslerriUe 

Troy 

Dayton 

MoConnekTille . . 



1849 

18541853.... 
1839 Special . 

1849 "The £nt 



IS53.... 
1853.... 
1849.... 
1B49.... 
1849.... 



11853 

11849 

lB49:Akron m 

dified . 

1839' Akron... 

1853'1853 

18521849 

1856 

1837iSpecial .. 
18501849 







19 


67 




25 


a< 


49 






171 


353 


343 


12 


i 


16 


140 


47 


47 


94 




S» 


14 


43 




2- 


3; 


6( 




a: 


SI 


4f 


53; 


16 


5( 


66 






It 








5( 




T.lfi 




4i 






r, 


21 








41 




366 


so 








51 


71 


132 




3£ 






ine 


li 






m^ 


15 


If 


3: 


lU 


3( 






H 441 


64 


54 


HI 




36 


54 





FOR THE YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1857. 



SdlMl. 






It 
1 = 








|.2 


No. enrolled. 


1 

r 


High 1 All lover 
■chool. j deputtn'U. 


H. 




.. 


- 


~5 
& 
6 

1 
3 
3 

4 

'"g 
la 


T. 


n 

15 


? 

14 




9 




169 
158 
126 
S 
175 


1 


364 

290 
259 
85 
340 
212 
215 
150 
631) 
1,383 
312 

1,925 
165 
309 
333 
422 


256 
193 
167 
7B 

206 

191 

100 




5 
6 
6 
2 
4 




6 
9 
6 








I't 




3 








97 
160 
331 
671 
169 

60 
3)5 
619 

eo 

157 
1S8 
905 


118 

il 
399 

612 

14; 

217 
















24 

IB 
6 


5 
11 






15 


4 




634: 1 


17 










90 
379 
■H5 
100 
179 
234 
248 






2 

8 












1 5 
1 13 
1 2 




8 
6 
10 

1 








17 


: 

29 

■'"io 


18 




3 


" C 


4 
6 




! 
1 

'] 
3 


4 


6 
5 




I 

70 








241 

236 
2,800 


18! 

2,826 


441 

411 
5,626 


276 
171 
3,400 


6 

1 
59 

"'3 

"ie 

i 

I 
1 

7 

1 

184 

6 

2 

*i 
14 
2 
t 
13 
15 

"'2 
5 
5 

90 

1 




"is 




4 

18 


'"io 


3 
67 


1^ 


IS 


3 


S 




89 
195 
819 
3M8 

47 
1,537 
107 

48 

219 

76 

9,313 

172 

46 
146 
570 

8» 
23S 
470 
601 
305 
159 
128 
197 

9S0 
164 
54 
33) 
333 
1,733 
196 


111 

321 

693 
366 

54 

'1 

331 

68 

8,937 

154 

53 
148 
55S 

67 

223 

893 
165 

46 
320 
329 


200 
416 

1,519 
754 
101 

3,143 
205 
90 
550 
143 
18,250 
326 

98 
296 

1,132 
149 
457 
813 

1.121 
640 
257 
288 
300 

1,813 
329 
100 
641 
662 

3,922 
400 


134 
174 

67 
1,558 

'ni 

39! 
113 

9,388 

52 
210 
614 

134 

S 

576 
519 
174 
350 
231 

938 

IS 

353 
611 
1,574 
316 


1 

i 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 
6 

1 

2 
1 
3 
1 

1 

i 

2 

J 
3 
4 

2 


3 
6 
19 








t 


4 
4 




' 7 












15 

20 


61 

1 


50 


io 


19 


33 
9 




i 

220 
4 

3 
13 

3 
S3 

5 
36 
5 

12 
11 
35 

41 

10 

It 










r 


15 
103 








15 

15 
15 

"is 


3 

3 
7 
2 


50 


232 
6 

4 
6 
15 
3 












16 




13 
2 


i 


17 
2 


13 
17 

15 

'"ij 

14 

li 


112 

1 


6 
5 

6 
3 
S 
3 

6 
5 
20 


3 
7 


5 
5 

24 
4 

I 
7 
12 

40 
6 



86 



ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF GRADED SCHOOLS, FOR 



County. 



Haskinguia . 

Do 

Ottows 

Pike 

Preble 

Richland ... 
K08B ....... 

Do 

Do 

Seioto 

Seneca 

Shelby 

Sterk 

Do 

J>o 

Summit .... 

Do 

Trumball . . . 
Tuscarawas . 

Do 

Do. 

Wasbineton . 
Do.T,... 

Wayne 

Wyandot. . . . 



Town. 



ZanesTille.... 

Putnam > 

Port Clinton. , 
OirolcTiUe . . . 
New Holland. 
Waverly . . . . . 

Eaton 

Mansfield ... 
Bainbridge..« 
OhiUicothe . . . 
Prankfort . . • . 
Portsmouth... 



X iinn ••••.«i...... 

Sidney 

Massillon 

Canton 

Alliance 

Akron 

Middlebury 

Warren 

New Comerstown . . 



New Philadelphia. 

Dover 

Beverly ^ 

Marietta 

I^ooster ......... 

Upper Sandusky . 



1855 

1839 
1859 
1857 
1848 
1850 
1857 
1847 
1853 
1849 
1856 

1850 
1849 
1854 
1849 
1853 



^ ■■" 



13 



'TAP; 



ie57 Special . . 

1850 1§49 

18491849 , 

18531849 , 

1849 Akron . . . , 

18531853 

1848 Special . . . 

18531853 

18541849 

1849 

1853 

Special . . . 

1S49 

1853 

Special . . . 

1849 

1849 

Akron . . . , 

1849 

1849 

Akron mo 
dified .. 

1849 

1849 

1853 

Akron . . . . 

1853 

1849 






2,946 
579 
233 

1,148 
143 
249 
450 

1,497 
250 

2,433 
205 

2,263 

1,143 
593 

1,316 

1,166 
330 

1,220 
281 
880 

358 
654 
561 
317 
1,436 
1,363 
533 



I 

a 
9 

OD 

o 



1,331 
519 
132 
987 
106 
188 
320 
940 
203 

1,366 
213 

1,080 
919 
529 
784 
845 
250 
845 
195 
758 

300 
470 
449 
236 
1,274 
828 
408 



High 



No. enrolled. 



M. 



40 
45 
13 
53 



7 

10 
30 
25 
18 
26 
40 
44 
43 
46 
27 
15 
130 
21 
62 

22 
63 
19 



F. 



70 
'43 



129,948 72,0091 2,626 



47 
46 
19 
55 



5 
15 

38 
24 
29 
15 
40 
47 
27 
58 
31 
34 
160 
19 
86 

24 
70 
27 



101 



47 



87 

91 

32 

108 



12 
25 

68 
49 
47 
41 
80 
91 
70 

104 
58 
49 

290 
40 

148 

46 

133 

46 



■is 

n 



171 



90 



3,0291 5 655 



82 
64 
16 
56 



10 
32 
64 
35 
35 
19 
53 
61 
35 
54 

131 
34 

190 
35 
59 

21 
80 
20 



100 



53 



3,699 
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the: YEAB ending august si, 1867— Continued. 



Sehool. 


!' .. ...'I'l 1. .iT ■ 1 ■«x--,.t..:a', .i'.a,a= 

All lower departments. 


• 

Teaohers employed. 




O C ^ 

lis, 






No. enrolled. 


•5* • 

•a § 


High 
school. 


AW lower 
departm'ts. 


Is- 


4§l 


M. 


F. 


T. 


ir. 


F. 


T. 


X. 


F. 

5 
4 
9 
1 
1 
3 

10 
1 

15 
3 

14 
9 
6 
8 

11 
3 
8 
2 
9 

3 
3 
4 
3 
11 
12 
3 


T. 


14 

• • • • 


31 
6 


14 

20 


31 


3 


580 
204 

45 
439 

57 

93 
141 
422 

69 
725 

90 
516 
424 
226 
310 
429 

95 
270 

75 
296 

128 

178 
218 
120 
561 
443 
151 


664 
224 

55 
842 

49 

83 
154 
450 

54 
591 

82 
'484 
419 
239 
370 
357 
105 
265 

80 
314 

126 
159 
185 
116 
542 
385 
164 


1,244 
428 
100 
881 
106 
176 
295 
872 
123 

1,316 
172 

1.000 
843 
465 
680 
786 
200 
535 
155 
'610 

254 
337 
403 
236 
1,103 
828 
315 


1,004 
293 

58 
467 

51 

90 
236 
627 

94 
656 

94 
654 
474 
313 
360 
465 
155 
434 

99 
390 

136 
196 
211 
144 
507 
498 
196 


3 

• • 


2 

1 
1 

. * 

• . 
2 

• • 

• • 

• • 

1 

1 

• • 

1 
1 

m m 

4 

• • 

2 

« • 

1 
1 


5 
3 
2 
2 

• • 

1 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
6 
1 
3 

1 
2 
2 


5 
2 

. ■ • 
1 
4 
1 
2 
1 
1 
4 
1 
2 

• ■ « 

• • • 

■ • • 
> • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

• • • 

2 
1 
1 
2 
4 
... 


26 

7 


13 






4 


15 


44 


2 


11 




10 
5 


17 


3 

3 

20 

5 

27 

6 

3 

11 

2L 

21 

17 








2 


16 








5 


• ■ • • 








11 


• • • • 








2 


15 








19 


16 








4 


14 
14 


""i3 


2 
6 




16 
9 
6 


15 

• • • • 
15 


""68 


3 
1 


4 


8 

11 

3 


14 










R 












2 


16 

15 
14 


21 

1 


19 


8 
1 


2 


10 

3 
5 


16 










5 












4 


15 

# • • ■ 


36 


1] 


8 


15 


2 


2 


4 


13 
16 


• • • • 


2 








1 

96 


" 


1 


3 














...J 1,132 536 


248 


126 


33,930 


33,033 


66.963 


38,268 


70!l66 


156 


724 


880 






ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF GRADED^ SCHOOLS^ 



Cotmty. 



Ashland . . . . 
Aflhtabula... 

Athens 

Belmont . . . . 

Do 

Do 

Brown 

Do 

Do 

Butler 

Do 

Champaign. . 

Do 

Olark 

Do 

Clinton 

Columbiana.. 

Do 

Coshocton . . . 
Crawford ... 

Do 

Cuyahoga . . . 

Do 

Deiianee . . . . 
Erie 

Do 

Fairfield . . . . 

Do 

Franklin . . . . 
Greene 

Do 

Do 

Ouemsej.... 
Hamilton... . 

Do 

Huron 

Jackson 

Jefferson . . . . 

Knox 

Lake 

Lawrence . . . 

Licking 

Lo(i:an 

Do 

Lorain 

Do 

Lucas 

Do 

Do 

liiami 



Town. 



Ashland 

Conneaut 

Athens 

Brid^ei^ort 

If artlnsYille 

St. OlairsTillc 

Georgetown 

Higginsport 

Ripley 

Hamilton 

Middletown 

Mechaniosburgh. . . . 

Urbaifa 

Springfield 

South Charlestown . . 

Wilmington 

New Lisbon 

Salem 

Rosooe 

Buoyrus 

Gallon 

Cleyeland ......... 

Chagrin Falls 

Defiance 

Milan 

Sandusky 

Lanca8t«r 

Sugar Grove ....... 

Columbus 

Bellbrook 

Spring Valley 

Xenia 

Senecaville 

Cincinnati 

Walnut Hills 

Plymouth 



Jackson . . . . . 
Steubenville . 
Frederiistown 
Painesv^ille .. 

Ironton 

Newiyrk . . . . . 
Belleiontaine. 
West Liberty 

Oberlin 

Elyma 

Toledo 



Maunire City. 
Watemlle ... 
Troy 



n3 
a> 






1849 
1856 
1850 
1852 
1853 
1853 
1856 
1854 
1853 
li51 
1855 
1853 



I 



1854 
1853 
1855 
1849 
1853 
1851 
1849 
1860 
1838 
1849 
1851 
1849 
1849 
1849 
1853 
1845 
1854 
1856 
1849 
1854 
1829 



1849 

1857 
1854 
1852 
1851 
1851 
1848 
1852 
1849 
1853 
1850 
1849 

1839 
1853 
1852 



1849 

1853 

1849 

x04«l ...... 

1849 

1853 

1853 

1853 

1853 

1849 

Akron . . . . 
1849 



1853. 



1849 

1849 

1849 

1849 

1849 

Special . . . 

1849 

Akron . . . . 

Akron • . . . 
1849...... 

Special . . . 

1853. 

Special . . . 

1853 

1853 



1853... 
Special 



" 1 he first 
act 

1853 

1853 

1849 

1849 

1849 

Akron • . . . 

Akron . . . . 

1849 

1853 

1849 

Akron mo- 
dified... 

Akron . . . . 

1853 

1849 



Average salary 
paid teachers. 



High 
school. 



800 
500 
600 
I • . . 
600 
550 
475 
500 
650 
600 



450 
600 
550 
500 
475 
500 
700 
650 



F. 



275 

160 

300 

> * . . 

300 

> . . 

300 

I . . . 

330 

350 



1200 



700 



1000 
600 



750 
800 
650 



450 



950 

425 
500 
625 
G50 
800 
500 
600 
500 
650 



1000 
800 
500 

tlOOO 



400 
250 



350 
285 
360 



All lower 
depart- 
me^itB. 



X. 



400 
400 

. . • . 

• . . • 
... 
330 
512 



435 
480 
240 
330 
221 
360 



500 1000 



300 
600 



400 

. . . . 

• a • • 



475 
250 
750 
400 
400 



360 



40^1- 



215 

370 
400 
330 



400 
500 
400 
260 
280 

500 



400 



375 



. . . I 
• . . . 

« . a . 

400 
280 

• • • • 

600 



F. 



228 

129 
178 
200 
200 
250 
287 
300 
230 
300 



250 
215 
250 
240 
300 
221 
200 



200 



350 



250 



250 
150 
300 
225 
210 



200 



316 

215 
250 
235 
225 
272 
245 
200 



216 
200 
224 

280 
280 
200 
267 



Yalae of school 
property. 



.a « 



& 



$7»000 
5,000 

10,000 

400 

4,000 

1,800 

12,000 
3,000 
4,250 

32,000 
6.226 
4,000 
6,000 

20.000 
1,000 
5,000 
8,600 
3,000 
4,500 
8,000 
5,000 
250,000 
1,000 
2,500 
4,200 

20,000 

14,200 
700 

35,650 



4,500 

7,500 

300 

500,000 



2,000 

6,000 

4,000 

5,500 

3.000 

10,000 

21,600 

15,000 

4.000 

7,500 

15,200 

91,400 
2,500 
1,700 

18,000 



I 



$20 
50 
23 
30 
50 

100 
40 
20 
60 
25 
21 
40 

300 

150 
28 
17 
25 
50 
50 

200 

10 

1,800 

15 



$200 
100 
230 

50 
100 
100 
200 
200 
100 
1,200 
169 

55 
200 
298 

60 

87 
150 
250 
100 
125 

25 
2,000 



50 


**"56 


250 


150 


30 


'"356 


7 


20 


1,600 


1,700 




25 


25 


18 


300 




8 


36 


1,500 


23,600 


50 


250 


50 


70 


50 


100 


350 


500 


25 


200 


150 


248 


300 


150 


150 


550 


500 


400 


^0 


90 


30 


30 


25 


200 


750 


250 


50 


75 


30 


70 


395 


450 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING AUOUST 31, 1867— CbiKtnuei. 



Reoeipte during the yetr. 


Expenditures. 


State school 
tax. 


• 
a 

|5 


1 

GQ 


4» 

3 
»« 

?•! 

$396 
55 
59 
6 
17 
43 
25 
20 

"*26 

71 

200 


If 
5s 


TotaL 

* 


in 


1 

a ■ 
— X 

83 S 




i 


Total. 


$747 
621 
707 


$133 

14 

33 
100 
301 

*"'3i6 

267 


$1,529 
969 
727 

""Voe 

1,195 

746 

401 

1,979 

3,282 

807 


$740 

627 

75 

39 

840 

40 

' ' ' *432 
11 

1 
60 


$3,545 
2,272 
1,582 

542 
2,588 
2,090 
1,220 

808 
3,706 
6,404 
1,759 
1,043 
6,024 
8,318 

883 
2,668 
3.229 
3,430 
1,176 
3,313 
2,167 
40,320 

608 
2,t)57 
1,510 


$2,49^ 

1.300 

1,5T7 

450 

1,960 

1:300 

3,692 

880 

3,1-00 

5,650 

1,701 

723 

4,3^0 

6,^0 

^i3 

2,150 

1,860 

2,681 

1,215 

2,42C 

1,435 

30,000 


$268 

280 

406 

20 

75 

150 


$95 
202 


$690 
55 


$3,546 
1.837 
1,983 
580 
2,049 
1,450 
4.112 


464 
825 
511 


""ii6 

2 


72 


450 




2,420 

50 

161 


387 
1,295 
2,801 

658 


150 
175 
1,600 
338 
151 

""23i 

""i98 
75 
290 
145 
973 
251 
3,200 


50 

353 

17,000 


1,130 
3,789 

24,250 
2,039 
1,404 
5,411 

10,321 
8^0 
2,348 
1,935 
3,440 
1,360 
3,393 
1,686 

49,800 
738 


316 
1,705 
3593 


25 571 

75 4,044 

194 4.831 


530 

281 

4,000 


' ' ' '796 
37 


274 
595 


71 

49 

137 

533 


439 

"'2,419 
1,205 


98 

1,153 

• • ■ • • 

242 

47 

100 

74 


1 
821 

5 
498 
433 


66^ 






952 
696 


160 


300 


923 


120 

29 


2,170 

1,486 

18,566 






579 






21,755 


15,000 


1,600 






621 
741 


57 


1233 
'736 


120 
33 


26 


1,450 
1,477 


250 
379 


300 


20 
32 


2.020 

1,888 


1,980 
240 




4,894 


45 




4,929 

240 

23,969 

720 

300 

6,071 

550 

154,136 


5,200 

220 

16,169 

815 

440 

4,800 

555 

105,207 


300 

49 

2,028 

40 

90 

1,000 

130 

26,187 


100 




5,600 
269 


6,112 
635 


140 


17,617 


100 
85 
90 
25 
21 

628 


30 

' 10,266 


8,502 

"*ii662 

500 

125 

50,095 


2,936 

5 

25 

' iV,693 


29,635 
8S0 


167 

2,14a 

361 

63,662 


Is 

168 
""916 


'3,735 

168 

78,730 


1,557 

6,300 

810 

193,182 


1,212 

594 

4,125 






120 
152 

• • • • • 
200 
135 


60 

i 


1,392 
3,195 
6,608 
1,665 
3,207 
6,721 
7,891 
3,013 
1,647 
4,188 
2,560 

19,689 

1,915 

760 

4,073 


1,190 
1,140 
5,193 
1,420 
... 3,110 
4,024 
5,227 
3,316 
1,535 
1,423 
2,300 

10,159 

1.800 

700 

3,600 


52 

73 

1,228 

150 
360 
500 


"'i;974 


33 


1,276 
3,187 
6,421 
1,620 
3 470 


58 

29 

* ' ' 'i34 


2,449 
2,424 
9^7 
1,861 
5.018 
5,409 
1,866 
11055 
2,658 
41,500 

10,069 

987 

190 

2,989 


439 
1,211 


50 




1,703 

2,157 

1,147 

503 


1,073 


627 

2,354 

436 


6,224 
7.581 
5,552 
1,677 
4,098 
2,500 

19,689 

1,963 

805 

,4:050 


185 
364 

89 
239 

50 

138 

33 

135 

200 


6 

24 

4J62 

' ' ' '146 

50 


300 
142 
175 

200 

1,905 

41 

75 

400 


1,500 


1,267 


, 2,500 




4,4V) 
765 
260 

8^ 


310 

130 

35 


6,976 
35 
30 


649 

87 

""56 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF GRADED SCHOOLS, 



Oounty. 



Miami 

Montgomeiy. 

Morgan 

Muskisgum.. 

Do 

Ottowa 

Piekaway . . . 

Pike.'!!!!!!! 

Preble 

Richland . . . 
E<;8S 

Do 

Do 

S<!loto 

Seneca 

Shelby 

Stark., 

Do 

Do 

Summit 

Do 

Trumbull . . . 
Tuscarawas.. 

.Do 

Do 

Washington . 

Do 

Wayne ..... 
Wyandot.... 



Town. 



> 



Piqua 

Dayton 

McConnelsnlle. , 
Zanesyille ...... 

Putnam 

Port Clinton ... 
Oircleville .....< 
New Holland . . 

Waverly 

Eaton 

Mansfield 

Bainbridge • . . . . 
Chillioothe ..... 

Frankfort 

Portsmouth . . . . . 

Tiffin 

Sidney , 

Massillon... .... 

Canton , 

Alliance < 

Akron 

Middlebury...., 

Warren 

Newcomerstown 



New Philadelphia . . 

Dover 

Beverly 

Marietta 

Woofiter 

Upper Sandusky . . . 



a 

Q 

d 
« 



1856 
1837 
1850 
1857 
1850 
1849 
1852 
1849 
1853 
1848 
1853 
1854 



I 



I8i5 

1839 
1850 
1857 
1848 
1850 
1857 
1847 
1852 
1849 
1856 

1850 
1849 
1854 
1849 
1853 



Special . . . 

1849 

Special . . . 

1849 

1849 

1849 

Akron.... 

1853 

Special . . . 

1853 

1849 

1849 

1853 

Special ... 

1849 

1853 

Special . . . 

1849 

1849 

Akron • • . . 

1849 

1849 

Akron mo* 
dified... 

1849 

1849 

1853 

Akron . . . . 

1853 

1849 



Average salary 
paid teachers. 



High 
school. 



All lower 
depart- 
ments. 



u. 



900 
336 
700 
700 
235 
800 



500 



750 
550 
800 
500 
650 
1200 
400 
900 
800 
800 
480 
400 



650 
500 
350 



400 
'766 



$677 



F. 



600 
I • . . 
375 
350 
105 
450 



325 

. . . . 

. . . . 

. . . . 
650 
600 



400 
300 



200 
'346 



300 
350 



4()a 



$366 



700 
170 
500 
350 
t . . • 
600 
360 
300 
400 
400 
337 
560 
250 
690 



500 



400 
250 
380 
350 
500 



$438 



F. 



280 
170 
285 
200 
190 
330 
180 
216 
260 
257 
337 
280 
250 
215 
275 
300 
285 



180 
200 
170 
241 

200 
200 
250 
150 
350 
210 
200 

$238 



Value of school 
property. 



«^ S 3 
ill 



$38,000 
78,000 

3,500 
65,000 
10,000 

1,000 
30,000 

1,900 

1,500 

5,000 
10,600 

4,000 
40,000 
700 
40,090 
80,000 
21.880 
12.500 
12,000 

7,000 
20,000 

2.200 
14,500 

4,060 
5,000 
5,100 
2,80tf 
21,000 
14,000 
5,500 



I 






$50 

1,000 

100 

2,000 

50 

25 

300 

12 



150 

25 

250 

50 
300 
282 

7 
320 



35 



$1,695,396 



$16,24<^ 



I 

a 



$300 

1500 

'200 

200 

300 

50 

400 

21 



. 75 


30 


24 


333 


50 




50 


1,000 


1 


43 


248 


1,000 


200 


120 


425 


550 


400 


450 




80 



300 

75 

130 

70 

300 

642 

50 

70 

200 



$44.C53 
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FOR THE YEAR EISDING AUGUST 31, IBBl—CorUinued, 



S 



QQ 



$2,459 

7,2a9 
961 

5,500 
838 
254 

1,607 
220 
391 
9^1 

2,0t9 
335 

3,358 

284 

^3 459 

1,596 
775 

1,690 

1,620 
749 

1,708 
441 

1,344 

506 



778 

445 

U85 

1,958 

730 



Receipts during ttie year. 




■a 

OQ 



$834 

13,197 

150 

6,150 



155 
27 



23 
321 

27 
271 
105 
139 



155 



288 

6,665 

483 



34 



52 



232 
153 
318 



.1,914 
2,854 

661 
6,442 

450 
2,272 
2,446 
5,300 
2 312 
3,474 
2,000 
3,404 

328 
5,099 



9 






I 



$300 

33 

108 



9 
325 



30 



60 

180 

92 



548 



1,025 
824 
3,351 
4,118 
1,124 



300 

214 
98 
89 
25 

185 
5 

380 

50 



s s 



^ 



$3,406 
1,175 



296 
38 

300 

50 

1,669 



2 

266 



69 



1,530 

378 
96 
54 



148 
21 



279 
137 



116 



Total. 



$3,593 

23,985 

2,489 

11,650 

838 

596 

8,831 

703 

391 

2,935 

5,384 

1,121 

10,280 

899 

7,721 

4,369 

6,560 

5,735 

5,700 

2,870 

5,506 

774j 

6,971 

1,159 



2,136 
1,406 
5,768 
6,229 
2,357 



Expenditures. 



••^ Ztf St 

s.|| 



$5,960 

19,653 

1,856 



o 

IS 



S 



to 

B * 

Ms 



$1,000 

4,237 
250 



2,525 

6,020 

520 

737 

1,785 

4,375 

1,225 

7,153 

944] 

7,026 

4,071 

1880 

3,586 

3,283 

262 

3,053 

663 

3,490 

1,250 
2,000 
1,910 
536 
5,550 
4,256 
1,300 



142 



45 

67 
100 
491 

70 
1,592 

49 



375 
700 
270 

15 
602 

52 
365 

154 



^8 

d 

OQ " 



5' 



$4,894 

9,394 

300 



63 



132 
114 



359 



518 

100 

3,776 

4 

1,372 

3,093 

5,000 

748 

127 

800 

2,315 

73 

3,306 



a 
a. 



< 



$500 



1 
1,657 

6.000 
2,824 
1,140 



50 
i36 



952 



139 

43 



Total. 



$11,854 

33,784 

2,406 



2,525 

142 

6,020 

565 

867 

1,885 

5>384 

1,445 

12,521 

1,133 

8.408 

7,164 

7,255 

5,034 

4,632 

1,077 

5,970 

947 

7,204 

1,404 
2,000 
2,043 
2,307 
6,150 
7,439 
1,440 



ABSTRACT OF EEPOETS OF GRADED SCHOOLS. 



County. 


Town. 


1 


1 










184S 
I8&6 
1850 
1853 
1853 
1853 
1856 
1654 
1853 
1851 
1855 
1863 

1854 
1853 
1855 
1849 
1853 
1851 
1849 
185D 
183B 


1849 

1853 

1849 

1849 

1849 

1853 

1853 

1853 

1853 

1849 

Akron.... 
1849 

1853!;;;;; 


$m 


































31. CUirsTiila 


Bobert B. Cbambara 


































MechBDicabutgh 

Urbana T 




700 


ObMipaign 








1,000 








South Charlmtooa . . . 








Ottyid R. Whitownb 








1849 

1849 

1849 

1849 

1849 




Do. 


Salem 


Reuben MoMillen 

Charles R Sbreve 




CoahoctOQ 






fluwibrd 


Buoynis 

Qslii,n 








CuMhoga 








Chagrin F»Ua 








1851 kkrou.... 
1849 Akron.... 
18491849 






fiia 








Do......... 








IWrfield 








Do 




J 853 








Pnuiklin 














1854'l653 

18561853 

1849 

18541853.'... . 






Do 


Spring Valley 






Do 










S.P.HeDry 

Andrew J. Rickoff 


aZ 


ttimiitoi ..::.:: 






Do 


Walnut HUls 


1849 

1857 
1854 
1B52 
1851 
1851 
1848 
1853 
1849 
1853 
1850 
1849 

1839 
1853 

1853 
1856 
1837 
I85D 


"The"fail 
act 

1853 

1853 

1849 

1849 

1849 

Akron . . . . 

Akron . . . . 

1849 

1853 

1849 

Akron mo- 
dified... 

Akron.... 

1853 

1849 




Huron 












J«!k«on 










Jacob N. DeBBlkm 




Knoi 


Frederielown 




lake 


EdwioH Hawley 

Charles KiDgsbuiy 

Alexander Duncan 




lawrenoe. 


[ronton 


l.COO 




West Liberty 
















Do. 








-LtMM .... 










UanmeeCity 










Do 


E W.Lenderson 

William N.Edwards 
















Montgomirr 

MorgM 










T. U. 8(«pbenaon 


500 
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FOR THE TEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, UBl— Continued. 



Are the female 
teachers ia the 
schooUf other 
than the high 
department, 
|Miia an eqaal 
salary ? 



No 

They are 

No 

Tea 

They are 

They are not. . 

No.. 

Yea 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yea 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No, sir ...... , 

No 

No 

No 

No 

They are 

No.. 

No 

They are 



They are. 

Yea 

Yea 

No 

No 

No: 

No 



No 

No 

No 

They are 

No.. 

No 

No 

They are not . . 
They are not . . 

No.. 

No 



They are not 
They are not 

Yea 

No 

No 

No 

They are ... 



If not, by ^at rule 

do you determine 

their reapectiye 

aalariea ? 



Poaition 



Grade of achool. 
Grade of achool. 



Grade of aohool 

Grade of certificate. . . 
Poaition. 



Grade of achool 

Grade of ceHificate. . . 
Grade of certificate. . . 
Grade of certificate. . . 

QiVtIifieationB 

Grade of certificate. . . 
Qoalificationa ....... 

Grade of certificate. . . 
Position 



Qoalificationa 
Qualificationa 



"Grab rule*' 



Grade of school. 
Grade of achool. 
Qualifioationa .. 
Grade of school. 



"The talent rule" 
Grade of school... 
Position.. 



Grade of achool. 
Experience . • . . , 
Grade of achool. 

By no rule 

By price asked . 
Grade of school. 
Position 



Qualifications 



Grade and Merit. 



Qualificationa 



Are the beolta in 

your librariea 

generally read 7 



Yea 

Yea 

And re-read . . . 

No 

Yea 

They are 

Yea 

They are 

Not generally . . 

They are 

They are 

They are 

Yea 

They are 

Yea 

Some of them.. 

They are 

Generally 

They are 

Yea 

Yea 

They are. ..... 

They are 

Constantly .... 
Extensiyely . . . 

They are 

No.. 

No 

They are 

They are 

They are not . . 

Yea 

Belieye not.... 

Yea 

Very generally. 



They are. 



They are. 

Yes 

They are, 

Yes 

Yes 

rhey are. 
They are. 
Yes ..... 
Yea 



Generally 

They have been... 

They are 

Yea 

Yea 

Yea 



Do you consider 
your librariea as 
promotive of im- 
portant educa- 
tional interests ? 



Yes ... . 
Yes, sir. 



Might be 

We do 

We do 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

We do 

We do 

No 

Yes 

We do not 

Yes 

To some extent . 

We do 

The very highest 

We do 

Certainly 

Yes 

We do 



Are you m fayor of 
the preservation of 
the library feature 
of the achool law ? 



Yea. 
We are. 



Conditionally. 

We are. 

We are. 

Yes. 

Decidedly. 

Yes. 

We are. 

We are. 

No. 

Yes. 

We are not. 

Yes. 

Not at present. 

We are. 

^ost emphatically. 

We are. 

Yes, indeed. 

Yes. 

Certainly. 



Emphatically... 

We do 

We do. . . .< 

We do not 

No 

We do 

They might be. . 
They might be. . 

Yes 

No 

Most certainly . . 
We do 



We do. . . 
Not very. 
We do... 

Yea 

We do. . , 

Yea 

Yes 

We do. . . 
We do... 
We do... 
Yes ... . 



Very greatly 
Yea ........ 

Yes, air . . . . 

Yea 

Yes 

We do 



During the winter. jWe do 



We are. 
We are. 
We are. 



NTo. 
We are. 



Yes. 

No. 

Most heartily. 

Yes. 

We are. 

No 

We are. 

Yes. 

We are. 

Yea. 

Yea. 

We are. 

We are. 

Decidedly. 

Yea. 

We are. 

Yea. 

We are. 

Yes. 

By all means. 

Decidedly. 

Most certainly. 



A 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF GRADED SCHOOLS, 



County. 



HnfikiDgam 

00 

Ottowa 

Pickaway 

Do 

Rke 

JrJPBDlB ■ • • • •••••• 

Biohland 

Robs 

Do 

Do 

Scioto *. ... 

Seneca 

Shelby 

Stark 

Do 

Do 

Summit 

Do 

Trambull 

Tusoaiawas 

Do 

Do 

Washington ..... 

Do 

Wayne 

Wyandot 



Town. 



Zanesyille 

Putnam ., 

Port Clin ton..... 

Circleville 

New Holland... 

Waverly 

Eaton 

Mansfield 

Bainbiidge 

Ohillicothe 

Frankfort 

Portsmouth 

Tiflin 

Sidney 

Massillon 

Canton ........ 

AlliaDce 

Akron 

Middlebnry . . . . 

Warren 

Newcomerstown 



New Philadelphia. . . . 

Dover 

Beyerly 

Marietta 

Wooster 

Upper Sondusky . . ;. . 



.a 

s 



I 

t 



857 Special . . . 

8501849 

849 1849 

852 

849 

853 

848 

853 

8S4 



855 

839 
850 

857 
848 
850 
857 
847 



1849 

Akron . . • . 

iC/9«S. a . . • • 

Special ... 

1§53 

1849 

1849 

1853 

Special . . . 

l04Sf •...■• 

1853 

Special ... 
1849 

Akron . • . • 



8521849. 

849 

856 

850 
849 
854 
849 
853 



1849 

Akron mo- 
dified. . . 
1849 

1 04*1 .... a . 

Akron .... 
1853 



X C}4 V *....• 



Name of' Superintendent. 



M. D. Leggett 
A. B. Cornell. 



John Lynch ....... 

J. T. Anderson .... 

R. H. Chittenden . . 
I. S. Morris .a .... . 

W.C.Catlin 

John MoOlung .... 
Edward H. Allen . . 
EnoB Adamson . . . . 

E.B.White 

D.F. De Wolf 

Joseph Shaw 

Thomas W. Harrey 

H. S.Martin 

J.E. Pickett 

O.T. Pooler 

M. 0. Culver 

James Marvin . #. • . 



0. T.Emerson... 
Joseph Weltj . . . 
J. E. Oumnungs . 

Z. G.Bundy 

Martin D. FoUett 



J. H. Holton 



I 



0^ 
® PI 

OQ 



$1,200 
700 



1,200 
450 
500 
600 
750 
550 

1,200 
500 

1,200 

1,200 
800 
900 
800 
800 
900 
400 

1,200 

650 
600 
600 
400 
800 



700 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1867— (7oiilut«<«;. 



« « -^ 



:^ 



Are the female 
teachers in the 
schools, other 
than the high 
departmentj 
paid an equal 
salary f 



• • • They ase not . . 

.-- Tea 

ITo 



* * * No •••••«••••. 
•«»No 

Yea 

No 

Nb 

tfo....; 

•—No 

Yes 

• »• No 

No 

They are 

No.. 

Ko 

No 

No 

No 

No 



Yea 

No. 

No., 

Yes 

No. 

No. 

Yes 



If not, by what rale 

do you determine 

their respeotiye 

salaries ? 



Market price. 



Qualifications 
Qualifications 
Qualifications 



Qualifications .. 
Qualifications .. 

Usefulness 

0rade of school, 



Grade of certificate. . . 
Efficiency 



i^re the books in 

your libraries 

generally read ? 



The good are. . • • . 

Yes 

7es 

Yes 

Not very, now . . . . 

Yes 

Yes 



Qualifications .. 

Merit 

Brade of school. 
Qualifications . . 
Grada of school. 
Experieace 



Qualificationa 
Situation...*. 



Grade of school. 



In high school..*. 

Yes 

Eztensiyely 

Yes 

They are. 

Yes 

Yes, very much... 



Considerably 

Pretty generally . . 
Yes 



They are. 
Yes .-... 
They are, 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes ..... 
Yes 



Do you consider 
your libraries as 
promotive of im- 
portant educa- 
tional interests ? 



Yep 

Yes 

No 

Yea 

Yes 

We certainly do. 
Yes 



Invaluable 

We do 

Indeed we do... 

Yes 

We do. 

We do 

Yes ..,.4 

We do 

Yes 

Yes 

Wedo 



We do 

Beyond doubt . . 

We do 

Yes 

Yes 

We do 

We do 



Are you in favor of 
the preservation of 
the library feature 
of the school law ? 



Oonditionally. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

By all means. 

Yes. 



Yes. 
We are. 
Yes. 
Yes. 
We are. 
We are. 
Yes. 
We are. 
Yes. 
We are. 
We are. 

We are. 

Most certainly. 

We are. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Most decidedly. * 

We are. 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF TEACHERS' INSTITUTES 



CDunty. 



Adams ... 
Athens ... 
Ashtabula. 



Champaign. 
Clermont. .. 



Coshocton 



Fayette . . 
Highland 
Holmes. . • 
Jefferson . 
Lawrence 
Logan . . . 



Towa. 



Manchest^ *. • • • f 

Albany. 

Jefferson. 



XJrbana. 
Felicity 



When com- 
menced. 



Monroe » . . . 

Montgomery. ..,«.. 



Noble 
Preble 



Seneca 

Shelby .... 
TiiBcaraw&a 
Warren . , , . 



Washington' 



New CasUe . 

Washinfiton . 
Greenfield .. 

SteubenTille 

Ironton 

Bellefontaine 



Woods field 
Dayton . . . . 



Sarahsyille 
Eaton 



Republic 
Sidney . . 



Kewcomerstown . . . 
Lebanon 



Marietta 



March 30. . 
Hatch 31 . . 
Oct. 27.. 

July 27.. 
Sept. 29.. 

Oct. 20. . 



April 

Aug. l7.. 



Apiil 6.. 
Nov. .<..*. 
March 30.. 



July 21.. 

July 9.. 
July 20.. 



Nov. 
Sept 



5.. 
2.. 



Aug. 24. . 
July 21 . . 

Nov. 17.. 



O 

m 

I 



I 
1 
1 

4 
1 



1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

1 

4 

1 
4 

1 
1 
1 
4 



35 



Number of In- 
structors. 



as 



7 
6 
5 

5 

8 



6 

10 

3 

6 

12 

10 
4, 

3 
5 

3 
5 
2 
4 



319 



I 



I 



7 

10 

5 



Numl)er of 
Members. 



9 



• * • '• 

4 


5 
12 


• • • 4 


6 


• • • * 

1 


6 

14 

3 

6 

13 


• • • • 

•'a • ■ 


10 
4 


• • • . 

• • • • 


3 
5 


. . • ■ 

2 

• • ^ • 

3 


3 

7 
2 
7 


• • • 


9 


18 


137 



24 
21 

47 



35 
45 
40 



33 

128 

50 

20 
27 

50 
25 
35 

67 

59 
767 



S 



6 
52 
54 

47 



19 
30 
30 



60 

34 

30 

20 
19 

45 
17 
15 
33 

40 

551 



I 



30 
120 ' 

75 
70 
60 
93 

162 
80 

40 

46 

93 

42 

50 

100 

99 

1,603 
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HELD DUBINa THE TEiLR ENDING AUGUST 31. 1857. 



Funds reoeiTed from 



ill 

o o o 
OO'S 



$36 



100 
100 

25 



60 
50 

50 



»•« • • ■ 



100 



$521 



s 

•i 



$20 
73 
40 

315 

60 

13 



89 
17 
35 
44 
35 

130 
195 

15 

114 

50 

15 

42 

252 

35 



$1,569 



& . 



• • • • 



<4 



$9 



Name of Piincipal. 



B. 0. Oolburn 

Wm. Oampbell.... 
J. Tnokeraiaa 



A. C. Denel 

J» A. Sloftn 



H. Calhoun • 



O.S.KojOe 

A.J.Ben 

M. H. Urquhart . . . 
0. £ing8Dury . . . . . 
Henry Barnes .... 



B.Povell 

Rogers and EIUb . . 



J. 0. Olark . 
C.S.Roy 06. 



A. Sohnyler 

David rarsons . . . . 
ThoB. McCartney. . 
Alfred Holbiook... 



M Clarke 



Namea of Pablie Lectnren. 



B. P. Wheat, John Ellison, A Thompson, etc. 
John Ogden, C. S. Royoe, Robert AUyn, S. Howard. 
A. M. Richardson, C. S. Royoe, C. E. Bruce, P. R. 
Spencer. 



J. W. Andrews, Anson Smyth, J. S. Campbell, B. F. 
Morris. 

Lorin Andrews, John Ogden, D. P. Reed, H. Cal- 
houn, C. S. Royce. 

All hands. 

Horace Mann, C. S. Royce. 



H. O. Comings, 



Milligan, John Qow, 



J. W. Andrews, J. Chester. 
Henry Barnes, E. D. Olmsted, Horace Mann. M. C. 
Whiteley. 



baniel Vaughan, J. 0. Fisher, John Hancock, John 
Ogden, J. Young. 

Anson Smyth. 

C. Elliott, M. Saylor, D. Vanghan, 0. S. Royce, J. 
H.Rolfe. 

A. t^chnyler, C. S. Royce. 

David Parsons, Joseph Shaw. 

A. D. Lord, John Ogden. 

M. Stone, D. Shepherdson, Anson Smyth, J. Han- 
cock, C. S. Royce. 

*' Our Literary CTentlemen." 



7 — ^SCHOOL EEF. 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF FEUALX 



99 



SEMINARIES IN THE STATE OF OHIO. 



Whole mimber of 
graduates. 


• 


Value of buildinss, 
furniture d; grounds. 


Amount of endow- 
ment — exclusive of 
buildings, <bc. 


No. of volumes in 
libraries. 


• 

1 


1 

1 


Charge per annum 
for tuition. 


Koom rent and inci- 
dental expenses. 


Av'ge annual exp'se 
for board, tuition, 
room rent, washing, 
light, fuel, <bc. 


Date of annual com- 
mencement. 


Name of Principal. 


12 


11 

13 

11 

7 

7 

4 

10 

10 

U5 
»-^15 

3 

6 

12 
6 
8 
7 

12 


$51,001) 
25,000 
50,090 
28,000 
6,000 
15,000 
40,000 
33,000 

108,000 
35,000 
4,000 
30,000 
40,000 
12,000 
17,000 
10,000 


$25,000 


1,000 
800 
469 


$800 
400 
500 


$250 

350 

1,500 

1,000 

100 

150 

3,000 

2,000 

1,000 

300 

100 






$120 
175 
190 
150 
150 
133 
200 


July 16, 
June 25, 
July 1, 
June 9, 
June 30, 
June 30, 
June 12, 
June 31, 
July 2, 
June 24, 
Sept. 10, 
July 2, 
March 25 
June 25, 
June 23, 
June 17, 
Aug. 25, 


Helen Peabody. 
C.Sturdevant, D.D 
S. St. John, L.L.D. 
P. L.Donelsoh, A.M 
Alex..Miller, A. M. 
B St. Jas. Fry, A.M. 
Lewi? Heyl, A. M. 
T.A.Burrowes.AM 


51 
11 
26 


$28 

40 

20 

32 

7 

45 
50 
45 
40 


. . • • 
« • • . 
. • • . 

• • • • 

• • • r 
. • • • 


'JmR 


■.•«..• 


150 
400 
500 
600 


100 

300 

1,000 

1,000 




$15 

. • • • 


250 
250 
120 
158 
150 
160 
140 
160 


A. Wood. A. M. 






1,500 

500 

700 

35,600 


1,500 
250 


J. G. Monfort,D.D. 
BUen Bartlett 


13 


36 
26 
29 
20 
20 


2 

. • • • 

. • • • 

. . « * 


J M D MAtthpwa 


347 
9 




1,200 


O.O.Beattio,D.D. 
R. R. Sloan. A M. 


113 

• • • • 
181 


•*•**•. 


500 
800 


600 
. • • . . 


500 
300 


W. P. Kerr, A. M. 
0.8.Doolittle,A.M. 
M. P. DasGomb. 












• 








V.L.Conrad, AM. 
Maria L. Hubbard. 

■ 


150 


6 


25,000 


10,000 


500 


450 


300 


24 


• • • 


156 


July 13, 


1079 


163 521.000!$d5,000 43.419 


$6,900 


12,050 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF OOL 



Counnxs. 



Athens • • • • 

Butler 

Clark 

Delaware... 

Greene 

Knox 

Licking.... 
Lorain ..... 
Muskingum. 
Summit ... 
Washington. 



Towns. 



Athens 

Oxford 

Spring Seld ... 

Sielaware 

YellowSprings 

Qambier 

Granville ••.. 
Oberlin ...... 

New Concord . 

Hudson 

Marietta 



Name of Institution. 



Ohio Uniyersity .•«••.•••.••. 

Miami Uniyersity 

Wittenberg College 

Ohio Wesley an uniyersity. . . 

Antioch College 

Kenton College 

Denison ITniyersity « • . 

Oberlin CoH^e • . . . . 

Muskingum College. ........ 

Western Beserve College . . . . 

Marietta College 



I 
I,' 

I 

d 



1804 
1824 
1844 
1844 
1853 
1826 
1833 
1833 
1837 
1826 
1835 




4 

4 
6 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
5 
4 
4 



114 

110 

100 

206 

200 

95 

36 

137 

15 

37 

45 



is 



72 

48 

75 

101 



18 












1095 356 



124 

48 

76 

245 

200 

60 

104 

540 

37 

53 

38 



3 
to 



7 
27 

6 
12 
15 
13 



41 



4 
16 



1525 1491899 



o 



I 






171 

605 

39 

90 

15 

216 

60 

249 

41 

215 

198 







101 

LESE8IN THE STATE OF OHIO. 
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ABSTRACT ot B«porto of Coob^ Andikn for Uie jew oidiiig 






id^UjM 



be- ' Wo. of eotoicd ' 



zift a ^ 



Allen..' 
Aahland 

AngUi 
Belmont 



Cunll.. 

Cbamp'] 

Cbrk... 

Olermo 

Clinlof 

0<dDm' 

Coshoc'n 

Crawf 

Dyiho's 

Darke . . 

Defiance 

Del&wa' 

Erie... 

Fairfield 

Fayette 

Franklin 

Faltoa . 

GbIIu. 

Oneniaey 

Hardin . 
Harrieon 

High la' 
Hoaking 
Holme* . 

Jaekgon. 
Jettenon 

Uke .'.j 

Licking. 



Ill: 103 13' 

66i ei! 41 
61 65. ST 

3051 190, 
143! 141 

89; 86 



89j S7| 15 

96: 96' 
103 94' 

93 73 29 
127 110, 27 

88 67 36 
14l| 1321 
133 197' 
lllj 13 






I lil 



151' 



3,749 7,763! 
3.376 7.052' 
4,433| 9,04i;. 
5,46ff 11.315 
4,045, 8,439' 
2.880- 6,16© 
6,591 13,637 
5,238' 10.603 
5.558 11.374, 
9,736 5,554 



49; 54 

18. 14- 
SOO; 186: 



3.e6fi 


776. 


196 




317 


4.439 8,932 57[ 4: 


105 


6,061- 13,400. 158| 17; 


331 


3,419, 7521 100 11 




5,98S 12,029 4i 




67! 


4.855, 9,869.... 


.. 


-^ 


4.143' 8,446i : 




2 319 34,353| 81 


7' 


4.741: 9.7S4 8: 


Ml 




1,821 3,893: ! 


1^ 


VI 1 


4,116 8,573 41 


3' 


601 




4( 


^'•\ 


5,583, 11,461 3i 


5' 


9( 


25I0; 5,303' r, 


M 


13; 


7,185 14,765| IK 


191 


361 


3,465 7;486 








2681259 


527 






4,441 1 9 08a 208! 211 


4H 


4,86tt; 9.969, 52 


61 


Its 




66,910[ 444 






M 




h 


9 


Ih 


mi ii 


:■ 


5 


a 


w 


I3< 












9,675' 225 


175 


39: 






77 


184 












9,9G6| i 


A 


12 


«. 




116 


233 




10,57( 


1411 


1I1.S 


305 






4 


K 


10 




5 32f 




4 


14! 




8 041 


\W. 


97 


2]g 




13 fiOl 


:<« 


W 






7,06( 


86 


9n 


176 




9.(192' 33 


3(1 


6; 


7 


7,029, 43 


34 


75 


.6 


4,231 


301 


37 


57 



9,0411 r 

11,33% 2 

8,532, 1 

6.198, 

14.033: 1 

11.161' 1 

11.498 1 

5.556 

8.0f5' 101' 3 

9,027 r" 

ia,73Ii 1 

7,432] II 

13.0S6 1 

9.6691 1: 



6,456 
34.510.. 



224.... 
Ill 3'.. 
213 2.. 



9,502| 

lO.ior 

70,353j 
6,025| 
4,033| 

7,578; 
2.915 

10,073 
7,21 61 

8,0631 
9,978 
6,946 
10,675 
10,751 
5.343' 
8,266: 
12 660! 
7,2361 
9,155 
7,1(16 
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August 31, 1867, to tbe State Commiasioner of Commoa Schools. 
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ABSTRACT of Reports of County Auditors for the year 



US' 

.a 

1-4 

t 

a 

00 

o 

U 

la 



6 



o 

OD 
« 

OB 

g 

i 

o 

9 

M 



-T"* 



I 

5 






35 



OD 

« 

CO 

O 

• 

o 
}25 






.1 



e 

8 



•B 

00 

*« 





51 



Mahon'g 
Marion . . 
lledina . 
Meigs . . 
Mercer. . 
Miami . . 
Monroe. . 
Mont'gry 
Morgan . 
Morrow . 
Mvsk'ni . 
Noble . . 
Ottowa,. 
Paaldiog 
Perry ... 
Picfaiw'y 
Pike... . 
Portage . 
Preble.. . 
Putnam . 
Richland 
Rofls • ■ • • 
Sandus'y 
Scioto . . 
Seneca. . 
Shelby.. 
Stark ... 
Summit. 
Trumbul 
TuBca'as 
Uoion.. . 
VanWert 
Viuton. . 
Warren . 
Wash'tn 
Wayne . 
Williams 
Wood... 
Wyandot 



130 
107 
104 
107 



107 
129 
120 
133 
124 
88 
115 



44 
101 
1U6 

74 



111 

92 
154 

96 
160 
147 

95 
112 
118 

82 



15G 
106 
110 



117 

107 
118 
115 
105 
112 
92 
115 
122 
105 
158 
71 
41 
50 
94 
100 
73 
165 138 
102; 98 
8< 95 
1471 147 
140 140 



103 
81 

129 
96 

151 

130 
87 
46 
84 
82 



82 81 

86, 71 

149! 99 



74 

85 

111 



100 89 



30 

15 

58 

3 

10 
12 
24 
20 
17 
24 
17 
28 



12 
12 

5 
51 
12 

5 
17 
11 
23 
16 
20 

2 

36 
44 
43 
42 
17 

2 

5 

7 
22 
13 

3 
15 
19 



Number of white youth 
between 5 and 21 years. 



OB. 

It 



4,545 

2,887 
4,390 
4,782 
2,594 
5,398 
5,250 
8,398 
4,541 
3,949 
8,158 
3,754 
1,201 
792 
3,977 
4,102 
2.380 
4,390 
4.104 
2,289 
5,972 
5,817 
3,430 
4 281 
5,b79 
3,175 
7,927 
5,054 
5,869 
6,573 
3,102 
1,915 
2,772 
5,007 
5,710 
6,308 
3,128 
3 A 08 
2,937 



9229 89011602418,336 



a 



4,353 
2,562 
4,204 
4,411 
2,311 
5,282 
4,810 
8,252 
4,0S0 
3,734 
8.053 
3,437 
1,070 
776 
3.952 
3,991 
2,282 
4.173 
3.909 
2,074 
5,611 
5,577 
2,969 
3,990 
5,556 
2,992 
7,380 
4,948 
5,769 
6,139 
2,648 
1,621 
2,564 
4,665 
5.527 
6,072 
2,722 
2,781 
2,697 

408,119 



o 



No. of oolored 
youth between 5 
and 21 years. 



SD 



00 

-a 
s 



8,898 

5,449 

8,594 

9,193 

4,905 

10,680 

10,160 

16,650 

8,621 

7,683 

16,211 

7,191 

2,271 

1,568 

7,929 

8,093 

4,662 

8,563 

8,013 

4,363 

11,583 

11,394 

6,399 

8 271 

11,435 

6,167 

15,307 

10,002 

11,628 

12,712 

5,760 

3,536 

5,336 

9,682 

11,237 

12,380 

5,850 

5,989 

5,634 

826.4^5 



18 

3 

6 

21 

158 

152 

13 

93 

25 

12 

184 

3 



12 

11 

111 

183 

14 

11 

6 

12 

410 



63 
27 
124 
33 
17 
11 
16 
48 
19 

8 
96 
87 

3 



17 

5 

2 

24 

130 

154 

10 

in 

16 

16 

196 

1 



19 

6 

d9 

129 

13 

18 

3 

9 

359 



54 
34 
109 
24 
17 

7 

9 
39 
18 

5 

86 
79 

4 



7 
11 



5 

o 



35 

8 

8 

45 

288 

306 

23 

204 

41 

28 

380 

4 



31 

17 

2101 

312 

27 

29 

9 

21 

769 



117 
61 

233 
57 
34 
18 
26 
87 
37 
13 

1&2 

166 



12 

20 



5729 5853111.582 



o 

O 



I 



Number of Schools. 



i 

a 
i 



•a 



8,933 


137 


6,457 


146 


8,602 


179 


9,238 


136 


5,193 


80 


10,986 


148 


10,083 


181 


16,854 


130 


8,662 


208 


7,711 


182 


16,691 


241 


7,195 


163 


2,271 


45 


1.599 


44 


7,946 


133 


8,303 


105 


4,974 


70 


8,590 


172 


8,043 


166 


4,372 


115 


11,604 


165 


12,163 


187 


6,399 


110 


8,388 


117 


11,496 


186 


6,400 


93 


15,364 


169 


10,036 


167 


11,646 


147 


12,737 


160 


5,837 


164 


3,573 


92 


5,349 


85 


9,864 


97 


11,403 


243 


12.387 


192 


5,850 


156 


6^001 


117 


5,654 


162 


838.037 


12,078 






s 



5 
1 
1 
1 



3 
1 

■ • 

3 
2 

• . 
1 
2 
> . 
3 
4 
2 
3 



O 



1 

2 
2 

I • 

i 



I 

o 



1 
3 



4 
4 



2 

i 



1 



2 
3 



2 
1 



. * 
1 
1 



1135593 



8 



11 



144 

147 

182 

138 

85 

153 

181 

133 

209 

185 

248 

166 

46 

45 

133 

108 

74 

175 

167 

118 

168 

196 

112 

120 

190 

99 

172 

171 

149 

167 

165 

97 

85 

97 

250 

192 

156 

119 

163 



12339 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF COUNTY AUDITORS, for <li^ y^ar endiDg 
August 31, 1857, to the State Commissioner of Common Schools. 



COUNTIBI. 



Adams 

Allen 

A»hlaiid .......* * . . . • 

Ashtabula 

Athens 

Auglaize 

Belmont ;. 

Brown , 

Butler 

Carroll 

Champaign 

Clark 

Clermont 

Clinton 

Columbiana 

Coshocton 

Crawford 

Cuyahoga. 

Darke 

Defiance 

Delawaie 

Erie 

Fairfield 

Fayette 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Gallia 

Geauga ....... 

Greene 

Guernsey 

Hamilton .... 

Hancock • 

Hardin 

Harrison 

Henry 

Highland • . • 

Hooking 

Holmes 

Huron i 

Jackson i. 

Jefferson 

Knox 

Lake 

Lawrence 

Licking 

Logan , 



Arerage length of time the Schools haye been 
kept in session during the year. 



i 
§ 



Mos. 



6 
5 
6 
6 
5 
5 



6 

7 
6 
7 
7 
6 
6 
6 
5 



5 
5 
5 
7 
€ 
5 
6 
6 
5 
6 
G 
6 
9 
5 
5 



5 
5 



6 
7 
6 
5 



Ds. 



16 
16 
6 
14 
15 






Mos. 



14 
10 



16 

14 

5 



21 



6 
19 

6 
21 

7 

17 
15 
15 



I 

7 

7 

15 



15 
1 



10 

ie 



10 
8 

7 



9 

10 
4 
9 

10 
8 



9 

9 

10 



10 
11 



10 



10 



11 

10 



6 
9 



10 
9 
7 



Di. 



29 



15 

* m • 

18 



14 
15 



11 



19 
22 



«* a 



Mos. 



10 



6 
9 



Ds. 



10... 



10 



S 

o 



Mos. 



4 
1 



4 
7 



9 

10 

8 

6 



4 
3 
3 
6 



8 



3 

7 

io 



3 

6 



Ds. 



* . . • 

« a • 



22 
15 



15 



20 
15 



10 



15 



15 



3 
5 



13 



«s 






Mos 



10 



2 
3 



4 
2 



11 



Ds. 



10 



. . . . 



11 



17 
10 



15 



15 



. . . . 



. . . . 
t . . . 



10 



15 



a . • • 
• . . . 



17 
5 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF COUNTY AVDITOBB.— Continued. 





Average length of time the Schools have been 
kept in session during the year. 


• 

COUMTIKS. 


i 


i 

n 


Qprman and 
English. 


1 


Private and 
Select 




Mos. 

6 
7 
5 
7 
5 
6 
5 


Ds. 


Mos. 


Ds. 


Mos. 


Ds. 


Mos. 


Ds. 


Bfos. 


Di. 


LiOfain 


10 
12 

• . • . 
• • . . 


7 
9 
6 

10 




4 a a • 




XiUeas , ••••• • 


4 
3 

• • • • 






4 

4 

11 




3 
2 

4 
3 

4 

1 

• • • • 




Mff^diflftn t •...•••...., 






15 


MahoniDfiT •..•• 


3 






Marion , , , 




Medina 


11 

8 












t 


10 


Meies , ., 


7 


• « 


• • • • 




3 


. 




M*^rc<^r ....** 




Mianni .........^^ 


6 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
6 
4 
5 
5 
5 
7 
7 
4 
7 
5 
6 
5 
7 
5 
6 
7 
7 
6 
5 
4 
4 
7 
6 
6 
6 
5 
4 


15 

19 

17 

. • ■ • 

22 

7 


10 








3 




2 
3 

4 • • • 




Monr^oe .*........ ...*t 










Montcomerv. ••• 


10 

10 

6 

8 


• • • 


10 




7 






Morff ftn .••.... 








Morrow , 


15 
5 










8 
3 




Muskiogiim 


8 
3 




9 


5 


22 


Noble 




Ottova , 


12 


6 














Pauldixifir 












• • • • 




Perry , 


13 

15 

3 

• • • • 














5 

4 




Pickaway , 


10 


• • a ». 


• • • . 




6 
3 


"ik 




Pike 




Portage , 


5 


5 






5 
3 


17 


Preble .., 












Putnam 


12 

9 

21 






5 


3 








Ricbland 


9 

10 


10 


• 








Ro89 • 






5 


18 


3 




SanduBky • 




3 






Scioto ,, •••.•... 


10 
24 
14 
10 
13 
2 
10 








9 
2 
6 


13 


3 




Seneca , 


8 


3 


10 






Shelby 


20 




••• • 


Stark..... 


10 

8 

7 

. 10 


8 
6 
























Trumbull 














Tuscarawas 


■ • • ■ 


3 


15 






2 

3 


. • • • 


Union •. 
















3 


10 


3 






Vinton •• • • 


8 
25 
. • . * 
13 
1 
15 
20 












Warren •.«..• 










6 
3 








WashiDfirton 


10 


t • • • 


2 
3 


'ii 




10 








Williams 


















10 
10 


• • • • 


4 












Wyandot 
















6 


3 












5 23 


8 


20 


5l 


11 


3 


29 



/ 
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▲BSTBAOT OF REPORTS OF COUNTT AUDITORS— Cbn^uA/. 





HUMBZR OF TSAOaxaB XMPLOYZD IN TBI SCHOOLS DUEIMG THB TKAE. 




COUHTZXS. 


Common. 


High. 


German 

and 
English. 


Colored. 


Private 

and 

Select. 

* 


Total num- 
ber of each. 


Grand 




1 


• 

m 

1 


• 

-a 
1^ 


i 


• 


1 


1 


00 

1 


1 


• 
00 
V 

£ 


• 

•a 

1 


J 


Total. 


Adams « • • • • 


132 
119 
111 
103 
92 
87 
167 
146 
148 
102 
133 
97 
131 
114 
146 
140 
122 


38 

75 

102 

298 

162 

43 

63 

56 

76 

67 

52 

71 

72 

55 

133 

66 

114 








1 


• • « • 


4 


1 


137 
121 
113 
112 
94 
104 
173 
157 
151 
103 
142 
160 
]38 
123 
151 
143 
124 


39 

75 

105 

302 

165 

45 

68 

61 

79 

68 

63 

72 

81 

55 

134 

67 

115 


176 


Allen 






2 

9 % 4 9 




196 


AftfilATirl 


1 

2 
2 

. • • 
2 
5 
1 


2 
2 
1 

• • . • 
1 
5 
2 








1 
2 

* . • . 
4 
2 
2 


1 

2 

1 

.... 

3 

. « . « 


218 


AshtabulA 










414 


Athens • . . 








1 
1 
1 

» « • • 


259 


Aufflaize 


13 


1 


• • • • 

2 
4 
1 


149 


Belmont 


241 


Brown 






218 


Butler 


1 


1 


230 


Carroll ^ . . . 




1 


• • • • 
2 


171 


Champaign 

Clark 


6 
1 
2 


8 
1 

1 
.... 






3 

1 
1 
3 


1 


205 


1 


• • • • 




172 


Clermont ......... 


• • • • 

• « • • 


4 
6 
1 
1 


8 
. • . • 

• . . • 

1 


219 


Clinton 






178 


Oolnmbiana 


4 

2 

• • • • 


1 






285 


Coshocton ........ 










210 


Crawford . • * 


1 


2 








239 


Cuyahoira ••.••... 














V M V WUV|^W •••••••• 

Darke 


181 
76 
83 
66 

159 
77 

160 

74 

80 

82 

^ 107 

133 

207 

139 
78 

126 
45 

142 
97 
98 

127 
51 

120 

154 
54 
64 

188 

118 
88 
41 
75 
30 
90 

129 
81 


43 
55 

198 

135 
91 
38 

184 

113 
66 

194 
82 
76 

217 
98 
76 
33 
58 
43 
41 
28 

240 
21 
62 

166 

139 
28 

208 
80 

237 
92 
58 

140 
99 

196 
84 










3 

1 








184 

78 

84 

69 

161 

77 

168 

74 

84 

84 

110 

135 

220 

139 

78 

121 

46 

148 

99 

104 

127 

57 

181 

154 

155 

65 

193 

123 

95 

46 

79 

132 

92 

130 

83 


43 

55 

204 

140 

92 

38 

190 

114 

66 

195 

82 

78 

231 

98 

76 

33 

58 

45 

42 

29 

240 

21 

84 

166 

140 

29 

41 

89 

251 

96 

67 

141 

102 

203 

87 


227 


Defiance 


1 














1.33 


Delaware .•••••... 








2 

2 


1 


4 
1 


288 


Erie 


3 
2 


2 
1 








209 


Fairfield 








253 


Favette 














115 


Franklin 


3 


2 


1 


3 

1 


4 


. . • . 




1 


358 


Fulton 






188 


Gallia 








4 


.... 






150 


Geauea 












2 
I 
1 
1 


1 

• . • . 

1 

3 


279 


Greene 


1 








1 
2 

4 


. . • « 
1 
5 


192 


Onemsev 








214 


Hamilton • • . 


8 


4 


• • • • 




451 


Hanoock • • . . 


237 


Hardin 












. 






154 


Harrison 










1 








154 


J»*?m'V . •••••••••• • 


1 
2 


• ■ . . 












104 


Highland 


1 






4 
2 






1 
■ • 
1 


193 


Hoekine. ••....... 






I 




141 


Holmes 






6 




133 


Huron •••••..•••.. 














367 


Jaekson 


1 
2 








5 
3 








78 


Jefferson 








2 


6 


20 


215 


Knox • • , . . 








320 


Lake 


1 
3 
5 
2 
5 
4 
3 
1 


1 














195 


liawrence 






1 






1 

1 
2 

9 

1 
2 

• • • • 
3 
6 
2 


94 


XiiokioGT 


1 
1 
5 
3 
6 
1 






1 
2 


2 


404 


MVAAUg 

Loffan 






2 


212 


Lorain 






346 


Lucas 


• • • • 




1 




142 


|(adison« ...•••••. 


1 




146 


Mahoning 

Marion 








273 


1 








194 


Medina 


• • • • 

1 


1 
t • • • 








333 


Meigs 


• • • • 




• • • • 


1 


170 
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. 


■'•■ ■■ ' ' - — ^ . - ■-» 

4 
NUHBXB OF TXA0HER8 XICFLOTXD IN THB B0H00U9 DITBINO TBI TSAR. 


OOI7KTIX8. 


Common 


High. 


German 

and 
English. 


Oolored. 


Priyate 

and 
Select. 


Total num- 
ber of each. 


Gn 




• 

1 


1 

1 


1 


• 

i 


• 

1 


1 


1 


1 

1 


1 


• 


1 


1 

PE4 


To 


If flTcer ....•• 


80 
131 
169 
122 
143 
129 
201 
138 

20 

33 
128 

86 

67 
134 
132 

78 
156 
132 
104 

81 
154 

98 
185 
114 
155 
191 

. 93 

71 

77 

73 

139 

163 

102 

85 

104 


30 

82 

35 

75 

104 

134 

122 

55 

49 

. 28 

31 

42 

28 

218 

71 

51 

150 

76 

113 

35 

139 

46 

116 

183 

249 

63 

127 

40 

37 

54 

156 

114 

118 

116 






2 




6 
3 




1 
1 
1 

1 


88 

135 

170 

128 

144 

133 

211 

141 

23 

33 

139 

89 

71 

136 

133 

79 

159 

143 

107 

85 

158 

105 

188 

131 

156 

197 

95 

78 

77 

74 

145 

164 

103 

87 

105 


31 
85 
36 
78 

104 

136 

135 
56 
49 
28 
33 
49 
30 

223 
72 
52 

153 
78 

113 
37 

142 
48 

lie 

191 

25f 

68 

127 

40 

37 

54 

163 

115 

116 

117 

95 




IfiAnii* ■••■*»it*** 


I 




2 


• • • • 

1 

1 




ttann)^ ....xt*... 










Montgomery 


3 
1 
2 

7 


1 


3 




• • a *• 


1 










MonMW . .......... 












1 
1 
1 


2 
6 
1 




IfiukiDgam. ..«••. 
Vfoble 


5 


• a . • 

2 




2 


1 




Ottowa 


2 












Panldinif t • • • t -i r r t 


















Perry ^.. 

Piekaway 

Kke.... 














1 
2 


1 
5 




1 


1 








1 
2 








4 




Portaee 


2 


1 






10 


4 

1 




■* *'* •^6 •••••••••• 

Pteble. 




* 








Pntnam •......••• 






1 








• • • • 




Riotiland .«.*.« t r « 


• • . • 


3 










, 


Koss •• 






7 


2 


1 


• • • • 




Saadnsky 

flfliioto ••••■...•••« 




3 






1 
3 


1 
2 




2 

1 
3 


.... 


1 


1 




Seneca .•••..■••••. 


... 
3 


. . • • 




Shelby 


1 


1 


1 




Stark 


3 

7 

1 
1 

# • e 


2 

8 

2 

• • • • 




Svmniit t . . . • • 11 • 1 
















TiniTnbtill . « . . t . , , . 
















rTiiaeaiawas 


4 








1 

1 


• • • f 

• • • • 




TTnion tt..*«t««*.i 




1 
1 

e a a • 


• • • • 


■ 


Van Wert 






6 






■Vinton ........... 














W wrren nr.....*.* 




A * * 






i 
2 










Washington 

Wayne 


2 


3 


1 
1 




2 


1 


1 
1 




Wifliams 
















Wood.. 






1 


1 












Wyandotte 


1 




^. . • 




























9,S57 


8^448 


120 


83 


53 


12 


87 


34 


72 


107 


10,189 


8,664 


18 



iio 
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Average wages of Teaehers per month in the Schools during the year. 



Couiitxxs. 



Oommon. 






• • • • • I 



AdamB ..... 

AUen 

Ashland . . . 
Ashtabula . . 

Athens 

Auglaize ... 
Belmont .... 
Brown .... 
Butler ..... 
Carroll ..... 
Champaign , 

CUrk 

Clermont • . , 
C&intoB. .... 
Columbiana 
Coshocton . 
Crawford . . . 
Cuyahoga .... 

Darke 

Defiance .. 
Delaware . 

Srie 

Fairfield .. 
Fayette. . . . 
Franklin .. 
Fulton .... 
GaUia .... 
Geauga.... 
Ch«ene .... 
Guernsey . . 

Hamilton 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Harrison 

Henry 

Highland 

Hocking 

Holmes 

Huron 

tiacEson ...•...••..•. 

Jefierson 

Knox 

Lake 

Lawrence 

Licking ..•••........ 

Logan ..••,» 



4> 

OS 

a 



$28 00 $30 GO 



25 80 
23.94 

23 12 

25 81 
29 14 
29 00 

32 73 
.... 

24 00 

31 00 

33 14 
36 60 

34 85 
29 83 

26 91 

25 68 
.... 

26 48 
25 20 
25 88 
29 53 

27 47 

32 60 
31 52 

23 17 
29 92 
22 09 
41 91 
31 65 
45 21 

24 00 
24 00 
29 41 
41 27 

«... 

27 00 

24 46 

29 00 
.... 

30 00 

25 00 
24 27 

31 25 
.... 

29 88 



High. 



4> 

1^ 



13 66 

11 50 
U 79 

16 15 
13 87 

13 77 
23 06 

.... 

15 47 
20 00 

19 25 

22 65 

20 78 

17 82 

19 20 

12 94 
. • . • 

16 94 

15 00 

12 28 

14 50 

18 27 
26 80 

16 33 
10 91 

13 91 
10 12 

23 33 

13 26 

24 91 

14 44 

15 62 

21 85 

12 45 
«... 

14 00 

13 57 

14 00 
.... 

20 00 
14 00 

13 33 

21 50 
.... 

14 00 



-2 

a 



$80 00 
45 00 
45 QO 

■ • « • 

35 CO 
57 33 
80 00 
• . . • 
51 00 
55 00 
42 50 

55 '6o 
71 50 



70 00 

• • • » 
«... 

51 00 

• • • • 

85 00 
.... 

• • . . 

• • . . 
SI 00 

70'50 



45 00 

61 00 

• •• - 

■ • • » 

.... 

50 00 

62 00 
.... 

80 00 
60 80 
50 00 
60 00 



|27 50 
20 50 
30 00 



German and 
English. 



OB 



^ 



$30 90 



a 

PR 



Colored. 



-a 



$19 00 



26 00 
35 00 

.... 
25 00 
25 00 
25 00 

• • • . 
11 00 

.... 

30 00 



30 00 

60 00 

• . . . 

45 00 



50 00 



35 00 
45 00 



22 00 



$25 00 



• * . . 

• • » . 

• a . . 

• • • • 



50 00 



^4 00 



• • • 



23 00 



3 
'IS 

a 



• • • . 
. • . • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • f 

• • . . 

'a . . . 

30 00 
12 00 

• • • • 

• • • . 

• • • a 

• a • a 

30 00 



40 00 

.... 
45 00 
40 00 



• a a • 



27 OOl 

9 • • • 

• . . . 

• . . . 



• a • . 

a a a . 

• • • • 

• a . • 



23 66 

26 56 

34 00 

.... 

29 00 
38 00 
25 00 

30 44 



$18 75 
22 00 
18 00 



21 'so 



25 00 



Private and 
Select. 



OS 



a 



$31 50 $18 00 
25 00 .,.. 



• • » • 



• • a * 



• • a a 



30 50 

• • »'• 
26 18 

• a a . 

50 00 

m 9 • • 

43 00 

J. . a . 
«... 

25 00 

• • a a 

31 66 

15 00 

» 9 » • 
. . . t 

21 38 

• a • . 

• • • . 
«... 

28 00 

. . a « 

23 33 



21 60 
20 00 

• • a . 

• • • a 



15 00 
23^0 

a a . * 
a . . . 
• a a a 

i6"6o 



53 00 

. a a . 
a ■ . . 

31 00 

. . • . 
42 50 

a • a . 
.... 

30 00 

• ■ • • 

40 00 
50 00 

.... 
30 00 

... 

a . a 

a a a 

36'6o 



8 00 

a • . • 

20 00 

• « . • 

20 00 
13 50 



50 00 



6 00 



• a • 



30 00 

«... 

30 00 

30 00 



20 50 

21 00 



20 00 
15 50 



35 00 



40 00 

• • • 9 

15 00 
21 93 



• . a 



12 00 



25 00 



12 00 
21 33 
25 081 12 00 



Ill 



ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF COUNTY AUDITOnS.— Continued. 



Ooumriss. 



Lorain ... 
Lucas .... 
Madison • 
Mahooing 
Marion . . . 
Medina .. 
Meigs . . . 
Mercer 
Miami ...«, 
Monroe .... 
Montgomery 
Morgan .... 
Morrow .... 
Muskingum 

Hoble , 

Ottiowa 

Paalding... 

Perry 

Pickaway .. 

Pike 

Portage. • •« 
Preble .... 
Pntnam •••• 
Richland . • « 

Ross 

Sandusky .. 
Scioto ...... 

Seneca 

Shelby 

Stark 

Summit . . . . 
Trumbull... 
Tuscarawas i 
Union ••••• 
Vanwert ... 
Vinton i . . . . 
Warren . . . . . 
Washington, 
Wayne . . . . < 
Williams . . 

Wood 

Wyandot • . . 



«..•■..... 



|20 88 $10 42 
29 16 15 38 



Average wages of Teachers per month in the Schools during the year. 



Oommon. 



OB 



1^ 



eS 

a 



High. 



S 



$ 



|60 00|27 00 



27 24 
24 50 

23 20 
22 61 
31 88 

.... 

39 45 

28 47 

40 23 

28 001 
22 93 

29 30 

28 80 

24 43 

24 77 

26 85 
31 00 

27 52 
22 62 
36 41 
92 00 

25 23 
31 00 

22 67 
31 61 
27 00 

26 91 

29 00 
25 00 

25 11 

27 96 

23 00 

24 00 
27 33 
34 79 

26 50 

25 00 

22 00 

27 10 

23 23 



27 71 



16 33 

13 64 
12 10 
JO 81 

17 46 
.... 

23 11 

15 05 
27 55 

16 18 
12 36 

16 50 

14 27 

12 22 

17 62 
17 31 

24 001 
20 62 
11 75 
34 69 
11 92 

13 37 
31 83 

9 33 
19 86 
13 00 
17 77 
17 00 

13 00 

11 81 
17 19 

12 00 

15 00 
17 81 
23 83 
15 00 

14 00 
12 00 
14 66 
12 43 



16 22 



90 00 
46 00 
60 00 



40 00 

• • • • 

72 00 

.... 
96 00 
50 00 
39 67 
60 33 

.... 

41 00 
.... 
.... 

80 00 

. a . a 

41 25 



36 33 

60 83 

.... 

62 00 

75 88 

.... 

69 33 

46 00 

100 00 

54 00 



45 00 
21 00 
20 00 



60 00 



34 00 



52 50 
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ABSTRACT of 


Eeporta of County Auditors for the year 


ending 




..™,„ 


BCIHOOL HoaiTB SECKIVEH DintlNU TBI TBilB, I8ST1 


»,.„. 


1 
1 


1 


1 


Jill 


u 






III 
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1 
-9 

1 


Adams 


113,101 SI 












$44*36 
1,43321 

736' 55 

1.07*0*68 
699*53 




ilOS 10 


















3133 26 


























12,032 36 
10.158 25 
10,242 55 
16,4S8 00 
9.325 78 
8,389 37 
11.706 66 
la 747 37 
15.846 14 
10.404 80 
16,940 73 

14,066 sa 

11,721 77 


390 81 

623 35 

2,415 47 


509 53 

1,174 31 

105 75 


















2 50 






















3,025 26 
1,323 98 
951 48 
1,113 47 


256 08 
733 31 
170 62 
31 40 










CBirall. .. 
Clark .... 


$63 68 
"ii8'4i 


1247' 84 

91 47 




'"5 










856 90 


|869'40 




Colambia'a 


3,261 18 


3,296 35 


376 93 






1533 60 


28 90 


















DaJke.r.. 


13.957 97 
5.9ia 2o 
12.586 2- 
1U55 77 

15,964 2h 
7,413 8h 
20,204 ?o 
5 045 in 
6.741 08 
8,124 8i 
13.9H4 56 
11.945 58 
67.616 t; 
11,374 88 
4 959 1^ 
11,774 36 
2,B41 8i 
U.491 47 
10.428 7a 
7,930 40 


■"643' 48 


3,544 77 
459 33 
























125 18 


737 95 












sg'ao 




Fairfield.. 

FHvette... 
Franklin.. 
Pnlton. . . . 


3,017 67 




8 


■592*39 
366 09 


JGs'ii 




432 33 
601 40 
50 81 


748 40 
225 83 
83 38 


259 07 
93 14 














Greens . . . 


I8S IS 
7,090 41 
1,132 lb 
1,436 a 
2,533 35 


848 46 

52 10 

5.894 20 

649 11 
96 75 

291 41 


580 47 


C56 27 


571 'i? 






461 41 




1,51040 


HairdiD ... 




66 08 






Henry .... 
















769 98 


384'96 




Hooking . . 
Holmea... 


750 85 
508 48 


66 51 

66 86 


2S 60 
27 63 




Jackson . . 


5.3B5 2s 
15,262 99 
15.365 70 

8.711 96 
11.740 85 
17,532 28 
11 363 78 
13,213 67 
11,187 16 

6,042 40 
12.506 20 

7,711 28 
16,175 98 
12,475 99 














JeSeraon . 


5,475 68 


1,470 46 


597 11 
54 66 




628'38 




Lsk> 








Lawienee . 
LiekiBg... 
Logsn.... 


228 30 
387 55 
575 54 


144 89 


306 87 




Ks'oi 




718 37 


161 88 


343 45 




Lneai.... 


139 50 


S23 96 














480 09 






Ushoning. 


i^09 41 
406 74 


596 17 






Medina'.:; 


43 95 


61 49 


51 65 




Mdga.... 


512 71 
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ABSTRACT of Reports of County Auditors for the year endtog 
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August 3t, 1857, to tho CGjnmissioner of Common Schools-^ Continued. 
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ABSTRAlCT of reports of COUNtY AUDITORS, for the year ending 
August 31, 1857, lo the State Commissioner of Common Schools. 



CoimTixs. 



Adams 

Allen 

Ashland . . . 
Ashtabula.. 
Athen-i . . . . 
Auglaize . . . 
Belmont • . . 

Brown 

Butler 

Can- 11 

Champaign . 

Olark 

Clermont . . . 
Clinton . . . . 
Columbiana 
Coshocton . . 
Crawford . . 
Cuyahoga .. 

Barko 

Defiance . . . 
Delaware . . 

Erie 

Fairfield . . . 
Fayette . . . . 
Franklin . . . 

Fulton 

GaUia 

Oeauga . . . . 

Greene 

Guernsey . . 
Hamilton .. 
Hancock . . . 
Hardin .... 
Harrison . . . 

Henry 

Highland .. 
Hocking . . . 
Holmes .... 

Huron 

Jackson . . . . 
Jefferson . . . 

Knox 

Lake 

Lawrence . . 
Licking . . . . 

Logan 

Lorain 

Laoas 

Madison.... 
Mahoning . . 
Marion . . . . . 
Medina. .. .. 



BBAM0BE8 OF STUDY TAUGHT, AND NO. OF SCHOLARS IN XAOH 
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4,307 
11,656 
2,956 
1,385 
3,521 
1,341 
3,126 
2,681 
2,692 
3,022 
1,017 
3.794 
4,133 
2,412 
1,975 
5 324 
2,167 
2,641 
2,150 
1,565 
4,237 
2.027 
2,993 



u 

9t 




s 




B 




1 




CD 


•3 


»^ 


2 


tD 


t»> 


c 


M 


H 


a^ 



702 

198 
1,460 
1,392 

683 

625 
1,709 

960 
1,746 

733 
1,114 
1.622 
1,555 

783 
2,453 
1,853 
1,4371 



746 

294 

577 

2,098 

1,028 

1.414 

2,811 

364 

656 

1,692 

2,094 

895 

12,077 

1,023 

162 

692 

431 

871 

491 

347 

2,114 

457 

1,703 

1,738 

999 

1,259 

2,910 

761 

1,734 

1,628 

670 

479 

735 

1,126 



1,925 
1,061 
l,b60 
3,106 
2,071 
1 ,090 
2,606 
2/287 
1,453 
1.5(4 
2,287 
1.876 
2,325 
2,665 
4.868 
3,543 
2,864 



1.605 

865 

820 
1,413 
2,378 
1,466 
1,8j0 
1,20S 

953 
1,700 
1.898 
2,98!- 
10,641 
1,68U 

951 
2,345 

511 
2,505 
1,36^-? 
1,365 
2,479 

903 
2,228 
2,325 
1,720 

986 
3,734 
1,106 
2,921 
1,667 
1,074 
3,516 
1057 
2,677 



664 

329 
1 ,2-28 
2 2-2 
1,271 

640 
1,172 
1,256 
1,333 

621 
1,138 
1,412 
1,409 
1,331 
2 184 
1,492 

98^ 



717 

316 

793 

1,195 

847 

512 

1,189 

1 156 

882 

634 

765 

805 

1,183 

9.10 

1,724 

1,020 

911 



967 

477 

796 

1,484 

1,280 

731 

25 6 

459 

690 

1,146 

1,190 

1.410 

8,428 

1,052 

289 

981 

478 

1,441 

473 

525 

2,067 

648 

1,799 

1,334 

1,601 

665 

2,866 

873 

1,651 

1,675 

627 

1,707 

314 

1,751 



652 
2^7 
526 
813 

1,068 
803 

1,424 
384 
852 
738 
900 

1,130 

4,907 
835 
335 
732 
467 
817 
360 
506 

1,194 
190 

1,190 

1,050 
902 
408 

1,732 
807 

1,132 
683 
480 

1,111 
320 

1,222 



20 

2 

57 

28 

8 

13 

51 

28 

118 



45 
39 
64 
29 
45 
18 
13 



16 



2 
32 
25 
64 
27 

2 



31 

141 

82 

30 

22 
4 

18 



24 

8 



65 
3 
75 
53 
45 
65 
39 
23 
53 
91 
29 

28 
/ 
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AB9TRA.CT OF REPORTS OF COUNTY AVDITORS— Continued. 



BRANCHSB OF STUST TAUGHT, AND ITCMBER OF 8CH0LABA IK 

BACK BRANCH. 



OOUNTIXS. 



MeigB 

Meroer . . . . . 

Miami 

Monroe .... 
MoQtgomery 
Morgan .... 
Morrow . . . . 
Muskingum. 

Noble 

Ottowa .... 
Paulding . . , 

Perry 

Pickaway . . 

Pike 

Portage . . . . 

Preble , 

Putnam • . . . 
Richland . . . 

Roes 

Sandusky . . 

Scioto 

Seneca 

Shelby 

Stark 

Summit . . • < 
Trumbull . . 
Tuscarawas. 

Union 

Van Wert . . 
Vinton . . . . . 
"Warren .... 
Washington. 

Wayne; 

Williams... 

Wood 

Wyandotte . 



i 

a 



3,299 
794 
4,434 
3,453 
7,238 
3,266 
3,322 
6,730 
3,360 
580 
329 
3,355 
3,188 
1,153 
3,294 
3,183 
1,554 
5,045 
2,996 
2,818 
1,964 
4,073 
2.546 
5.819 
4,190 
5,005 
5,445 
2,361 
1,524 
1,170 
1,248 
3,446 
5,412 
2,777 
2,186 
2,613 



271,440 



« 
B 



S 
1^ 



571 

301 

2,264 

925 

4,592 

115 

1,691 

1,752 

1,103 

319 

188 

5*26 

1,852 

183 

1,305 

1,325 

224 

1,534 

1,474 

593 

690 

1,976 

436 

3,081 

2,386 

3,507 

1,406 

101 

450 

303 

774 

1,263 

1,279 

47 

1,301 

706 



112,744 



rB 



2,595 
743 
4,231 
1,752 
3,613 
2.530 
2,537 
4,569 
1,092 
318 
63 
1.708 
2,049 
592 
3,241 
2,509 
963 
4,451 
1.668 
2 277 
1,068 
2,942 
1,472 
6,483 
3,112 
3,789 
2 662 
1,746 
783 
442 
1,216 
3,305 
2,887 
1.846 
1,540 
1,188 



187,290 



■s. 



1,049 

312 

2,220 

644 

3,123 

1,007 

1,286 

2,358 

607 

201 

60 

709 

946 

206 

1,916 

1,108 

370 

1.616 

1,586 

675 

699 

1,478 

461 

2,370 

2,220 

2,597 

1,980 

644 

414 

261 

693 

1,895 

1,164 

694 

903 

657 



a 

o 

OB 

a 



836 
275 

1,214 
792 

1,239 
949 
965 

l,t2T 
696] 
135 
55 
746 
651 
195 

1,086 
844 
369 

1.354 
987 
519 
289 

1,056 
502 

1,589 

1,359 

1,654 
984 
539 
330 
290 
587 

1,315 

1,347 
479 
430 
523 



108,270 75,353 



I 



M 
PL, 



4 

3 

28 

7 

48 

7 

108 

117 

15 

6 



77 

1 
66 
46 

1 
42 
16 

5 
S5 
38 
33 
45 
44 
49 
19 
19 

8 



• • • • • a^* 



47 

194 

13 



3 
33 



3,831 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OP OODNTT AUDITORS, tor lie ye«r ending 
August 31, 1867, to the State Commissioner of Common Sctiools. 















71( 




IW 




192 


9S 


350 




'm 


137 


1,063 




70 


"si 








II 


S99 
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875 
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3S( 


fia> 


1 ,7:v. 


4i 
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10 

"ia 


ns 




■Ift: 


161 


S9! 
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1,737 




13,474 


3,093 
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"ino 
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3f 


44S 




Ill' 
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s< 


33 






39 
55 
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35 


47< 


5 




44 


29( 


301 


175 




ftHl 
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42( 


Kl 


4i 
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54 
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S71 
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ABSTRACT OF REPORTS OF COUNTY AUDITORS— Continued. 



«e: 



n. -, I'.m 



1 





BBASCIiES OF STUDY TAUGHT, AND NUMBSa OF 

AB8 IN EJCH BRANCH. 

t 


BCHOL- 


COUNTISB. 

• 


Ui 

a 

.... 

... a 

1 

608 
6 

222 
40 
23 
30 

a a . . 
a . . • 


» 

a 
o 

mr-t 

00 

g. 
i 

u 

60 

11 

17 

662 

92 

449 

141 

290 

645 

.... 

55 

.... 

.... 

• . • 

42 

301 

111 

• a a . 

423 
31 

• . a • 

320 

350 

. . . 

709 

879 

361 

417 

11 

36 

12 

177 

312 

48 

.... 

211 

84 


• 

§ 

OS 

i 

.... 

28 

45 

298 

.... 

330 

80 

259 

491 

.... 

12 

. • • 

. • • . 

.... 

. . a a 

340 
173 

• • . • 
469 

27 

• • « • 

125 
230 

• • a a 

492 
860 
315 
100 

• • • . 

93 

• a a . 

143 

136 
10 

t a » » 

249 
80 


■ 

to 

a 

• • • • 

• a . . 

• . . • 

5 

'ioo 

• • • • 

• • • • 

5 

• * * . 

a . . . 
.... 

• . • • 

• . • . 

"so 

.... 

"63 

... 

.... 

• • • • 
• . • • 

• • • . 

'155 

• . . . 
«... 
.... 

1 

*486 
35 

• • a . 

• • • . 

• . a . 

6 


• 

o 

OD 

P 

OS 

1 


• 
00 

W 


1 


Medina » 


.... 
.... 
.... 

1,065 

.... 

1,245 

• a . . 
a a a . 

1,512 

• • a . 

30 

• • • • 

• • • • 

989 
• . . . 
.... 
... 1 

a . . . 

958 
470 

I'.OSO 
700 

a a a . 

1,695 
430 
205 

1,357 

« a . . 

a a a a 
a . . • 

124 
1,274 

• • • t 

• • • • 

499 
40 


1 

• • * • 

• • • • 

126 
13 

324 
62 

112 
79 

• • a . 

• a • a 
a a a • 
» t m » 

195 

» a » m 

2 
69 

• • • • 

4a 

110 

1 

91 

208 

26 

265 

106 

111 

86 

1 

3 

a a • . 

202 
110 

• . . . 

.... 
42 

• • • • 


133 


MeifiTS 


38 


Mercer .aa-.^at-a a 


4 


Miami » * • » , 


108 


Monroe 


79 


Montgomery 


124 


rt ^ -y 

Mor£ran 


123 


Morrow , 


124 


MusbiDsrum • 


259 


Noble 

Ottowa , 


25 
17 


Paulding. , 




Perry 


a . . • 

338 

a a . 4 
a a . . 
a . . . 


37 


Pickaway • ....l.. 


60 


Pike 


24 


Portage 


137 


Preble 

Putnam , , 


78 
1 


Richland 


'142 

9 

• • • • 

• • » • 

225 

• • • • 

• • • • 

182 

• • • • 

266 

a . . < 

a a . . 
% m • 

12 
236 

• • • • 

• *.* • 
124 

126 


136 


liOBB 


119 


Sandusky , , 


50 


Scioto ........a..a............... ........ 


46 


Seneca 


55 


Shelby 


90 


Stark 

Summit 


219 

205 


Trumbull 


185 


Tupcarawas 


148 


Union ..« , ,,. 


36 


Vanwert 


3 


Vinton 


13 


Warren •• 




Washington ••....... 


117 


Wayne ••....... 


107 


Williams • . . , 


68 


Wood 


45 


Wyandotta 


51 








8,456*21,916 


18.458 


3,256 37,537 


6,759 


7,644 
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ABSTRACT OF. RBP0RT8 OP COUNW AtTDITOHS, for the year endiag 
Aagaat 31, 1857, to the State Coiamissioaer of OoiDmoa Schools. 



Allen . 



Ashland . . 
AshtiibuU 
▲theos . . . 
Auglaize. • 
Belfoont. . 
Brown'..., 



Sutler 



Carroll . * . • 
Champaign 
CUrk , 



ClerccoDt . • . 
Clinton .... 
Coiambiana. 
Coshocton . , 
Crawford ,., 
Cuyahoga . • 

Darke 

DtdSance ... 
Delaware . . . 



le 



Pairfield. 
Fayette.. 
Fcanklin 
I'ulton.* 
Gbllia... 



Highland 
Hoeking • 
Holmes »., 
IfnroQ . . . , 
Jaekson . 
Jeffenon . 
Eoox. .. . 



Lake . . • . , 
Lawrenea 
Licking .. 
Logan . . . • 
Lorain • . • 
Lucas . . . , 
Htilison. . 
Mahoning 
MAfion . . . 



OOVMTUS. 



deaaga... , . • • \ • .« ,.•••,«. 

Greene'. ..,.., •••.•«•»«««•« ««••••<« 

Guernsey ...» •.••••.•^..•.^••« , ., 

Hamilton >, 
Hancock . 
Hardin . . 
Harrison • 
Henry 



>••*• 



f'm ••• 



BBAKCHES OF STUDY TAUQST, AND NO; 
OF SCUOLAftS IN ISAOH BRANOH. 



Id] 
11 

14 

41 
21 

Id 



11 

9^ 

21 

5 

39 

14 

1 



6 



63 
27 

13 



31 

1 

19 

25 

145 

7 



6 

3 

13 



17 
95 
36 



'20 
1 
5 
5 
- 2 
39 
6 
7 



M 
2i 



21 



flu 



A 



a 



35, 
78 
12 
40 
188 
36 



2 

40 

3 



15 
40 
32 
55 
140;.,.. 
24..*. 

liJA''. • • •' 

231.. . 

84 ... . 



15 
12 

75! 

40 

14 

58 

2 

1 

24 

34 

82 

201 

1 

13 

40 

20 

25 

7 

4 

61 



14 

4 



12 






100 
73 

131 

20 

96 

25 

8 

58 
321 

102 
5 



2 

26 



"k 



10 



3 
15 






8 
40 
2 
7 
« 



1 

8 

13 



45 

8 



15 



6 
45 



6 

7 



7 

ii 



3 
10 



« 

.a 
a 



40 

32 

7 



1 

7 

7 

4 

12 

30 

10 



12 



19 

a 



25 



2 

43 
2 

80 
ft 



18 



13 
1 

11 
13 
19 
14 



13 

10 

3 



I 



3 
40 



23 



12 



15 

7 



27 

I • • • 

5 

239 



40 



15 



10 

» • • 

28 
12 



20 

136 

6 



13 

6 

12 

125 
18 
13 
13 



15 
1 

32 
4 

15 

12 



10 



15 
17 



18 



4 

141 

20 

62 



2 

i 



11 
23 



3 

21 

2 

3 

27 



2 
3 
2 
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ABSTRACT OP RBPOBTS OF OOUNTT AUDITORS.— Cba<&i««i 



■J Jl ■ " ■ " 


BEAN0HB8 09 8TDDT TAVQWl, JklSD NO. 
OF 8GB0LABS 111 XAOH BBANCn. 


COUNTIIi* 


It 


it 


1 

t 

1 


1 

r 


• 

a* 


6 

1 


! 


Madinft -...-.. «••••... 


11 

6 


40 
23 

8 
25 
25 

9 

38 

113 

80 

17 

3 


5 


3 


3 






5 






A a M ■ 




« a ^ a 




^f lOfni » _ . _ _ ..^ ......•••>•>>>>■■•••*■•>■•■•••«■>•«■••«. 


21 
5 
5 
40 
13 
66 






10 


8 


SI 


Ill im 1 11 • • • • • ••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 






ML 

5 


l\f nni'iffnmAi*v .^'. .... ....•>•.>&■■■•••«••••&>■•>>«•>»... .. 


58 

. a a a 

6 
41 


70 

19 

3 

35 


14 

20 
^8 
34 


20 

8 

• a a • 

57 
2 


9 


luouiigvimirjr ••••••*••••••••♦•••••••••••••••••••••■••-•• 


18 


jMLlKf^wkH •••• »*■•«••••••••••••••••■••••••••••••••••••••• 


46 


I^nnlrinflpiini .....««««>•■••■■■••••>••■•••■••••««■••*.■>■ 


31 


Tf obla 




Ottawa ••• • *. ••• •• •«.... 












T^lt1l1<9in0 ..•..•■■■■••••••••••••••••••••••••••m««a**«aa 














trt^Vfif ..^.... A. A. .■«•■•««■«••**•••■•••••••••«•*•«••—■••• 




11 

46 

2 

194 

49 


# # # • 












17 

2 

12 

17 


5 


11 


11 


16 
5 
3 


7 


Pite...*.. * ...•* 


7 


Portagd -. ...•• ••• 

Preble •• 








Q 








1 














Rifihlfliul ......••. c^aa aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa 


9 
17 

1 

10 
15 

8 

45 
11 
24 
12 


42 
41 
14 
20 
26 
14 
72 
88 
69 

^I 
10 

5 

13 

67 

89 

21 

49 

34 

28 


7 
3 

• • • • 


• « • • 

Id 
s 


9 
2 


15 


10 


JHUvmOlU* •»aaaaaava.aaaaa»««w»»»»»»ww»»«ww»»»»«»»»»ww»» 
RnflB ....a ..... .aaaaaa a aaaa a« • ••• ••••^ a a a • a « a a a . 


5 
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SfiiotO aaa..aaaaaa*a««aa*aa.aaa ^* , , m • 








Sphpaa. ...a.^^. a.. ••»«•*•••«•••••••■•••*«••••«••••■•«•« 
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20 






29 


Shelb V ..aaaaaaaaa aaaaaa.aaaaaaaaaaa^aaa 








St^rk * ...a. 


a a . a 

a a • a 

19 
2 

•^ • a 


5 

ft 

1ft 

. a a a 

9 


37 

27 


46 


37 




3G 


Trumbull ....»'•* --*.............,.,-.... 
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1 


1 


22 


TTniAn .*.•••.•.*«•■•«•««•••••••••••••«••«••*■**«•••••• 


3 












Vinton ......a..aaaaa«aaaaaaaaaaaa».aaaa«aaaaaaaaaa«a.. 


1 
10 
52 

2 












lXrA.llbiniHmi .......aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa... ...... ..a. 


41 

23 

1 


27 
24 

• • • • 


46 

28 

1 

3 


90 

16 
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a » m • 
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22 
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f f XXUCHUO sawaataaaaaaaa-aaaaBaaaaaaaawaaaaaaaaaaaa^aa^a 


14 
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13 


Wvandotte. ..«aaaaaa-aaa.«aa«a..aaaaaa««aaaaaaaa.aaa.a.. 
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ABSTRACT OP EBPORTS OP COUNTY AUDITORS, for the year ending, 
August Slaty 1857, to the State Commissioner of Common Schools. 



f. •— , 




VBJOXOBMB or STUDY TAUGHT, 


AND MUXBER OF SCHOLARS DT 












XAOH BRANCH. 








CoimiiBS. 
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• 

1 




. 


a 


^ 
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• 

1 


.S 

OQ 




Adams 


... - ..•••..••..•••. 


• • • • 




13 


1 


a a a . 




6 




Alien 




•••••••■••..a 


1 • • • • 




• • a . 


a a a * 


9 a * a 








Anhland 






• • • . 


"is 


10 


• • • • 


a a . • 








Ashtabula • . . 






1 • • a • 




16 


1 


• a a • 








Athens 






f .... 
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14 
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a . • • 








Auglaize .... 
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458 




a 
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Belmont 
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a a . . 
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a • • • 








BnUer 






1 
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4 
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Carroll 
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9 9 9 9 


a a • • 








Champaign . . 






t • • . . 
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4 


3 
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Clark 
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a • a • 
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Clermont . • • • 
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12 
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Clinton 
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a a a a 
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Colmnbiana.. 
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46 


a a • • 
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Coshocton • • . 
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Crawford 






1 • • • • 
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Cuyahoga ... 
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a a a • 
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Delaware .... 
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a a • • 








Erie 






15 




• • • • 


a a a . 


• a • « 




**i4 


"ii 


Fairfield 






10 


"*7 


• • • • 


• a a . 


a . • • 








Fayette 






t a a a a 




16 


• a • . 


. . • • 




"2 




Franklin 






20 




48 


14 


^ 


"46 






Fulton 






> • a a a 




• • . a 


a . a • 


27 




* 




Gallia 






1 a • a a 




• • • • 


a a . • 


• • . . 








Geauga 






9 • • » 




a • a a 


a a • • 


.... 








Green 






» a a a . 




20 


2 


9 9 9 9 


" 3 


*' i 




Guernsey .... 






1 a a a . 




3 


a a a a 


a... 








Hamilton 






49 




238 


14 


198 


"59 






Hancock 






1 • • • m 




1 


a a * • 


• a a * 






a a a a. 


Hardin 






• a a a 




• • • 9 


a . • • 


. . ■ • 








Harrison 






1 a a • * 


.... 


• a a a 


... a 


a a a • 




k a . . 




Henry •• 

Highland ... 






1 




• a . • 


• . . • 


. . • • 












1 • a . . 




25 


4 


• • < • 








^oekiT1g .... 






> a • a . 

f 




• a » a 


a a a . 


a • a • 








Holmes. 






• 9 » » 




• a a a 


a a a a 


• . a ■ 








Huron 






% 9 % » 




16 


a a . * 


10 








Jackson 






• • a a 




• • a . 


9 9 9% 


• • . • 




"i 


"'c 


Jefferson 






1 * a • • 




14 


6 


■ a a • 














• • a • 




• a a . 


a a a * 


■ a • . 








Lake 






8 




42 


a . . . 


• • • . 


"4 






Lawrence ... 






• • a a 




a a a • 


...» 


a . a a 








Licking 






• • • a 




36 


7 


• a a a 




a • . ■ 




Logan 






a a a a 




10 


2 


a a a • 




1 




Londn 






\ a a • • 




3 


• . a ■ 


a . a • 








Lucas 






11 




56 


7 


112 








Madison .... 






5 




5 


9 9 9 9 


• • • • 




"'5 




Mahoning ••• 






• a a • a 




10 


• • a a 


19 


w.a, 


::::' ® 


Marion 






> • a a a 




• a • • 

< 


9 9 9 9 


a a a • 


• a a a 




1 • a • a 
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ABSTRACT QF REPORTS OF COUNTT AVBlTOBB-^ConUnued. 



OoUKTlVi. 



•••••••••• 

••••••••••••■• 



JuOulIlft •••••••••••••••• 

Meigs 

Miami • 

MoDroe • • • • 

Montgomery « . 

Morgan 

Morrow. ... ............ 

Muskingum. ............ 

.xioule*. ••..... ......... 

'Oottwa 

Paulding 

X erry ....••••.••••••••• 

;Pickaway 

Pike 

Portage.... 

Preble 

Putnam ...•••>....•.... 

' JS>icliland • ......•• 

Bobs • • • • 

Sandusky . 
Soloto. . .. 
Seneca . . . 
'Shelby . . . 

Stark 

Summit .. 

Trumbull 

T.uscarwas 

'-U nion ...•....•...•••••• 

Van Wert 

T^inton .... ............ 

"Warren 

Washington. 

Wayne 

'Williams ••• 

Wood , 

Wyandotte • . . . 



...........a. 



SBAN0^E8 or STUDY TAUGHT, AJiD RUMBBft Ot SOHOLABB »> 

BAGB BEANOH. 



12 
I 



Total. 



10 
24 



14 



I 



18 
17 

... 

... 
• • * 
• . * 

220 



44 



88 



•■3 



• • • • 

-a . . . 
. . . * 



37 



. . . . 



75 
17 

8 
46 



• . . . 

• a . . 



48 

4 

16 

10 

16 
39 



27 
39 
36 
16 
1 



. . . . 

a . a . 



15 

49 

1 

» ■ * 

13 
5 



M 

s 



. . . . 

a a a a 
a . a . 



23 
3 






2 

27 
1 

a . . . 

8 
1 

a . . . 
.... 
.... 
• • • • 



. . a 
• • • 



1,319| 159 



55 
32 



19 



195 



s 



1,320 



37 



to 

.9 

r 

QQ 



12 



19 



4 
11 

a a a a 
.... 
.... 

.... 

250 



{ 

to 



52 



a • 
a a 
a a 
a . 
. * 
a a 
a a 
a a 
• a 
a a 
a a 



a . 
a . 
a . 



a a 
a . 
. . 
■a a 
a a 
a a 
a . 
a a 
a a 
a a 
a a 
a a 
a a 
a a 



36 



183 

ENUMERATION OF SCHOOLABLE YOUTH. . 

Btatexest Bhowine the ntimber 6f unmarried youth, (white and colored,) between the agefrof 
5 and 21 years, m eaoh couuty of Ohio, in the year 1857, as ascertained by actual enumera- 
tioQ Id the month of October. Also, the number in each Military District and the Western 
Reserve District. 



COUKTUS. 



Adams , 

Allen 

Ash'and 

Ashtabula , 

Athens 

Auglaize 

Belmont -. 

Brown 

Butler 

Carroll 

Champaign 

Clark 

Clermont 

Clinton 

Columbiana 

Coshocton 

Crawford : 

Cuyahoga 

Darke..... 

Defiance 

Delaware 

Erie 

Fairfield 

Fayette 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Gallia 

Geauga 

Greene 

Guernsey . • 

Hamilton ^ 

Hancock ». 

Hardin T, 

Harrison , 

Henry .,<... 

Highland 

Hocking 

Holmes 

Huron 

Jaotson 

Jeffe son 

Knox 

Lake 

Lawrence 

Licking 

Logan , 

Lorain 

Lucas 

Madison 

Mahoning 

Marion 



Number of 
Youth be- 
tween the 

ages of 5 and 
21 years, in 

Va. Military 
District. 



• • • • 
• . • • 

• • • • 
■ • • • 

• • • • 

13 

• . * • 

11,181 

• • • • 

• • • • 
2,406 

825 

12,731 

7,489 



• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

l',368 



3,661 
• . . 
t • • 

6^46 

1,255 

1*232 

• . • 
• . • 

■ • • 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 
... 

■ • • 

■ • • 

• • • 

• • • 
... 

4,431 



4,282 

a . • a 

571 



Kumber of 
Youth be- 
tween the 
ages of 5 and 
21 years in 
CJ.S Military 
District. 



• . . . 

m » » » 

• • • • 

• • a • 

• • • • 

» » m » 

a m • t 

a a a ■ 

• a ■ a 
» » m • 
a a . . 
a a a a 
» » m a 



9,851 

• a • • 
a a a a 

• a a • 
a a • a 

7,307 



3,583 

« a a • 



173 



.... 

a 9 * » 
• * • » 



5,446 

• a • • 
a a a a 

10',594 
12,i36 



Number of 
Youth be- 
tween the 

ages of 5 andjag 
21 years, in 

Conn. West'n 
Reserye. 



» 9 9 » 

a » • » 
a a a a 
a . . « 

576 



1,074 
11,332 



a a a 

• a • 

• a a 

• a a 

• a a 

• • • 
a a a 

• • a 
a a a 

• • .• 
a a a 
a a a 



24,994 

a a a 
a a a 

a a a 

8,124 

• a 



• • • 

• a a 

• • • 

6,777 

a a a 

a a a 

• a a 
a a a 
a a a 

S • • • 

a • • 



9,829 



5,295 



10,494 



5,653 



Total Num- 
ber ot Youth 
between the 

es of 5 and 
21 years, in 
the different 

Counties. 



7,t90 
7,068 
9,041 

11,332 
8,532 
6,195 

14,023 

11,181 

11,498 
6,335 
7,956 
9,013 

12,7.31 
7,489 

. 12,096 
9,851 
8,444 

24.994 
9,978 
4.357 
8,675 
8,124 

11,551 
5,493 

15,139 
4,964 
8,013 
5.777 
9,502 

10,017 

70,770 
8.929 
4,529 
7.578 
S910 

10 722 
7,216 
8,073 
9.829 
6.946 

10,651 

10.724 
5.295 
8,266 

13,874 
8 232 

10,494 

7,106 

4,282 

9,060 

' 6,547 
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SCHOOLABLE YOJJTR^CbnHnued. 



Coi 



Medina 

Meigs ..••• 
Mercor . . • . . 

Miami 

Monroe 

Montgomery 
Morgan .... 
Morrow .... 
Muskingum 

Noble 

Ottowa 

Paulding . . . 

Perry 

Pickaway... 

Pike 

Poitage.. .. 

Preble 

Putnam 

Bichland.... 
Boss 



Sandusky. • 

Scioto 

Senega 

Shelby .... 

Stark 

Sununit . . . , 
Trumbull . . 
Tascarawas 

XTnion 

Vanwert . . . 

Vinton 

Warren .... 
Washington 
Wayne . . . . . 
Williams . 

Wood 

Wyandotte . 



Number of 
Youth be- 
tween the 

aeesoid and 
21 years, in 

Va. Military 
District. 



Number of 
Youth be- 
tween the 
aces of 5 and 
21 years, la 
U. S. Military 
District 



Total 



• • • ■ 
. • • • • 

• • • • 
f • • • 
• . • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 
• . . • 
.... 
• . • • 

• • . • 

• • •• 

3,891 
2,963 

• . • • 

• • • . 

• • a • 

• . a • 

9,476 

.... 

1,623 

• . . • 

• . . . 

• • . . 

• • • • 
. • . • • 

. • a • • 

«... 
■ . . . 
. . . • 

3,561 

.... 

• • • t 
.... 
■ . . • 

• • . . 



• ■ • • 

• . • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 
.... 

3,383 
8.086 

• •'■ • 
• . ♦ • 
• . . ■ 

• . • a 
.... 

2,011 

• • • <• 

4 • • • 

• • • . 

• • . a 

2,919 
• . • • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• • • . 

I 
■ . • • 

• . • • 

.... 

11,321 

• . • ■ 

■ • • • 

• . • • 

• . . . 

• • • * 
• . . • 
.... 

• • • a 
a . • • 



Number of 
Youth be- 
tween the 

ages of 5 and 
^1 years, in 

Oonn. West'n 
Besetre. 



8,602 



a a . 

• a a 
« a a 

• • • 

• • • 

• m » 
a . • 

9 » » 



360 



8,675 

• • • 

a a • 
* • • 
9 • • 

a a a 
m a a 
■• a a 
9 • » 

8,460 
11,617 

a a 
a a 



Total Num- 
ber of Youth 

between the 
aees of 5 and 

21 years, in 

the different 
Counties. 



a a 

a a 

a a 

r a 

a a 



8,602 
9,238 
5,193 

10,930 
- 10,276 

16,854 
8,664 
7,723 

16,560 
8,117 
2,271 
1,599 
7,946 
8,552 
4,974 
8,675 
8,050 
4,413 

11,604 

12,395 
7,487 
8,737 

11,496 
6,717 

16,177 
< 9,918 

11.617 

12,687 
5,838 
3,573 
5,340 
9,864 

13,159 

12,227 
5,850 
6,601 
5,654 

843,840 
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ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON THE SCHOOI lAW. 



BY THX STATK OOHMISBIONBR 01* COHUOK SCHOOLS. 



Question 1. In — • Township, the local directors employed a young man to 
teach their school. After a few weeks, it was discoyered that his moral influence 
' over his pupils was of a most pernicious character. He had, in a clandestine man* 
ner, circulated among them a vile and licentious book, which was calculated to 
excite the grossest passions, and lead to shameful and ruinous practices. Many 
of his pupils were withidrawn by their parents from the school, and the directors 
were requested to dismiss him from their employment. A majority of them, how- 
ever, decided to continue him in charge of the school. Have the Township Board 
of Education authority under our School Law, to interfere in the matter, and dis- 
charge the Teacher? If not, mat course can be pursued, lawfully, to secure the 
dismission of the Teacher ? 

Answer. It is dieply to be regretted that instances like this should arise under 
the operation of our School System. The object of our schools is the improve- 
ment of those who attend them. Such improvement will not be secured under the 
instructions of ignorant or immoral Teachers. The greatest possible defect in the 
qualifications of those to whom the instruction of our children is committed, is the 
want of high-toned morality. No where else are evil principles and vicious habits 
more destructive in their operations than in the Teacher. A noble, honorable and 
pure spirit, is an indispensable requisite in all whose work it is to mould the char- 
acters and shape the destioies of the young. That such a Teacher as he in regard 
to whom complaint is made, should be removed from his office without unnecessary 
delay, all considerate persons must admit. The question is, how shall this removal 
be effected ? It is thought by some that the Board of Educatipn have authority, 
when, in their estimation, the interests of schools require it, to interfere in such 
matters, and overrule the decisions of the local directors. If they have this right, 
it is wholly inferential ; for it is not explicitly conferred by the School Law. In 
section 6 of this law, it is declared that " It shall be the duty of the school direct- 
ors, in each sub district, to take the management an(^ontrol of its local interests 
and affairs, to employ Teachers, * * * and to ci^miss any Teacher, at any 
time, for such reasons as they may deem sufficient.'' The right of appeal from 
their decision in such cases, is nowhere expressly given. In the opinion of the 
undersigned, the action of the local directors in such cases, should be considered 
decisive and final. Otherwise numerous and unfortunate collisions will arise be- 
tween the local directors and the Board of Education. 

Section 45 of the general School Law, provides an appropriate and sufficient 
remedy for all such cases. Its language is, ^* If, at any time, the recipient of the 
certificate shall be found incompetent or negligent, the Examiners, or any two of 
them, may revoke the same, and require suck Teacher to be diemUsed.*' 
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If» iipon dae examination, the Examiners find tliat tbe Teacber has been guilty 
of immoral practices, it is their imperative duty to revoke his certificate, iuasmucb. 
as the law makes a ^^ good moral character** a requisite to obtaining such certificate. 

Question 2. Can a Board of Education, under the restriction of the last Legis- 
lature, levy a tax, general or special, for building purposes, etc., which will 
amount in the aggregate to more than two mills on the dollar, without submitting 
the subject to a vote of the people ? The effect of the law seems to make this 
restriction, whether designed or not. And such restriction is certainly needed, oa 
account of the abuses practiced under the authority of tlie 23d section. The special 
assessments are becoming the rule, and the Township levy the exception. This 
practice nOt only imposes heavy and perplexing duties upon the Auditors, but is 
also the source of constant jealousy and strife among township officers. A sub- 
district levy for building purposes, usually runs from eight to fifteen mills on the 
dollar ; and the above rtstriction would virtually do away with such levies, as the 
amount produced would be insufficient to accomplish the objects desired. 

Akswbr. ^umeious inquiries have been addressed to this department, relative 
to the effect upon the 23d section of the recent amendments of the S2d section of 
the general School Law. Many entertain the opinion expressed in the above in- 
quiry, which comes from the Auditor of Meigs county. Others claim that section 
23 is in no manner modified by the amendments above named. They contend 
that inasmuch as this section was neither amended' nor repealed, it still gives 
Boards of Education authority to levy, without restriction, taxes upon sub-districts, 
for building purposes. 

In ordM^to arrive at just conclusion^ upon this subject a correct idea of the 
original purposeftand design of section 23 is necessary. It formed no part of the 
law as fir^ drafted and presented to the Legislaiure. The purpose and spirit of 
the law were to impose tovmship taxes for all school purposes, whatever. To this 
plan somii^^embers objected ; and as a compromise of oOnfi^ting opinions, section 
23 was addifd. This section was never designed to ori^lte power with the 
Boards of Education to assess taxes additional td those named in section 22. It is 
Jn its character supplemental to that section, defining how, under given circum- 
stances, the tases named in said section 22, shall be levied. Whatever amend- 
ments, therefore, go to restrict or limit the power of taxation conferred by section 
22, pass, by necessity, to the following section. 

Among the amendments to the School Law, passed April 17th. 1857, is a modi- 
fication of section 22. which limits taxation for all school purposes, other than the 
payment of Teachers, to two mills on the dollar, of the taxable property of the . 
township ; excepting in X5ases where a vote of the township shall decide that a 
greater tax is necessary. As section 23 is, virtually, part and parcel of section 
22, no greater tax than two mills on the dollar can be levied upon any sub-district 
for building purposes, except when the people of the township shall, by vote, order 
otherwise. 

If the effect of this opinion shall be a practical repeal of section 23. it will be, 
inthe opinion of the undersigned, no ftause fot regret ; as said section has been a 
constant source of difficult4dpetween various school authorities, and of injury to 
the cause of education thrSughout the State. 

Qui-sTioN 3. (S. ) Is it posb.ihle. under the School Laws of the State, for Town- 
ship Boar*is so to distribute the school funds as to give the small districts an equal 
number of months of school with the larger ones ? There are several sub-dis- 
tricts in this (Pike) county, which pay heavy taxes, but enumerate few youth. 
They do not receive funds sufficient to sustain school- half as long as do the mof^ 

Sopulous adjoining districts, which pay much less for the Bupp<^rt of schools. 
Lust the Board, in all cases, distribute funds according to the enumeration ? 
Akswsr. Section 24 of the School Law, as enacted in 1863, was (xplicit ia 
requirmg that the disposition of funds, applicable to the payment of Teachers, 
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should be in proportion to tlie youth enumerated. Its language was, *< all school 
funds, made applicable to the payment of Tkrachers only, shall be distiibuted to 
the several sub-districts, and fractiooal parts thereof, in the township in propor* 
tion to the enumeration of scholars, with the exception of so much of the town- 
ship tax as may have been levied and reserved by the Board for sustaining 
Teachers in the Central or High Schools and such school funds as arise from the 
sale or rents of section sixteen, or other lands in lieu thereof, shall be distributed 
to the localities to which such funds belong." 

This rule worked great injustice and inconvenience in many townships in all 
parts of the State. In some sub-districts, large sums of money were accumu* 
fated from surplus funds» over and above what was required to maintain their 
schools seven months in the year. In others, the amount received was not suffi- 
cient to maintain the schools for half that time. This arose from the inequality 
of the sub districts in respect to the numb^'r of youth which they included. 

But this evil was entirely removed by the amendment of this section, passed 
April 17th, 1857. The township tax, which shall be levied for the continuation 
of schools after the State fund has been exhausted, n^ay be distributed according 
to the necessities of the several sub-districts. That is, '* those mb-districtK which 
contain camparativ ly a small number of resident yo^th of school age and which, ow-ng 
tosparseness of p^ptdation, oud other unavoidable obstacles, can not he enlarged with-' 
out serious inconvenience to the inhabitants,** TCi9,y receive a greater share of the 
school fund than they could draw on the ground of enumeration. 

Let it be understood that the moneys derived irom the State levy of one and 
«ne half mills on the dollar valuation, are still to be distributed to the several sub- 
disiricts. in proportion to the enumeration of scholars. The distribution of funds 
raised b^ the township tax for the continuation of schools after the State fund has 
been exhausted, are, alone, subject to the discretion of the Township Board of 
Education. 

Question 4. (S.) Can a sub- district, which has a surplus of money applicable 
to the payment of Teachers, be made to divide with smaller sub-districts in which 
there is a deficiency ? 

Answbr. Inasmuch as section 24, of the General School Law, prior to its 
amendment, March 17, 1857, required that all funds such as are contemplated in 
the question, " shall be distributed to the seveial sub- districts, and fractional parts 
thereof, in the township, in pr« portion to the enumeration of scholars," and as the 
operation of this rule has in numerous instances, induced in townships the condi- 
tion which the question implies, it is evident tnat the interests of education demand 
a refunding of surplus moneys, that the same may be applied to relieve the neces- 
sities of ^uch sub-districts as are deficient in funds. But I know of no law which 
would " compel " the refunding of moneys received according to the explicit pro- 
visions of law There is, however, a remedy, which Township Boards of Educa- 
tion can apply in all such cases of injustice and inconvenience. By the amendment 
alluded to, B«>ards have authority to distribute the funds raised by townships for 
prol nging schools afier the State fund has been exhaustedi a^icordingto the necessi- 
ties of the several sub-districts. If, therefore, a given sub district has a surplus on 
hand, the Board may take that fact into account, and at their next distribution 
make such a division of funds as would equalize the resources of all the sub- 
districts. 

It is true that this remedy is prospective in its operation. It does not furnish 
immediate relief to the smaller sub- districts. Still, it assures them of relief at the 
earliest period consistent with the provisions of law. 

Question 5. {S.) Does the School Ltw require t^at the Superintendent of the 
schools in a city or village, be examined, and receive a certificate of qualifications 
to teach, in older to draw his pny from public funds? 
^ Answer.— No such office as that named in the question, is known to any exist- 
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ing School Law of the State. Section 13 of the general School Law, gives the 
Township Board authority to appoint one of their own number the Acting Manager 
of schoolA for the township. But this is not such an office, precisely, as that 
named in the inquiry. 

That the character of this office may be understood, we must consider its 
accustomed duties. What, then, are the appropriate labors of a Superintendent 
of the schools of a village or city ? 

In our larger towns, the Superintendent devotes all his time to the general 
oversight and management of the schools. He recommends to the Board of 
Education suitable persons to be employed as Teachers. . He frequently visits the 
several schools, ana advises or directs the Teachers in regard to their duties. He 
calls meetings of the Teachers, and gives them instruction in regard to teaching 
and discipline. He examines classes, and promotes pupils from grade to grade, 
according to their proficiency. He takes oversight of the buildings and other 
school property, in the smaller towns, he acts not only as a general Superintend- 
ent of the schools, but also as Teacher in some one of the departments ; devoting, 
perhaps, one-half his time to each of these branches of labor. In any case, bis 
duties are just what the Board, his employers, may please to make them. No 
State law creates his office, or defines his duties. In all things, he is subject to 
the will of the power that gives him his position. 

It needs no argument to prove that he is, virj^ually, the Principal of the schools; 
that is, the head Teacher, or the foreman of the Teachers, and as such Teacher, it 
is manifestly proper that he should receive from the proper source a certificate of 
qualifications. He receives his salary from the same fund, and in the same man- 
ner that other Teachers do. And as the law positively forbids the disbuisement 
of this fund to any excepting Teachers holding the proper certificate of qualifica- 
tions, it is plain that the question should receive an affirmative answer. 

Question 6, (S.) If directors furnish a Teacher with a set of written rules, 
and he gains the disapprobation of some parents by trying to carry them into 
effect, have the directors power to close the school before the term expires ? Or, 
if a Teacher is discharged while he is complying with the reasonable requirements 
^ of the directors, can he not recover pay for the full term, according to the article 
oi agreement ? 

Anbwbb. Inquiries similar to the above, are frequently received at this office. 
Section 6 of the general School Law, makes it the duty of the school directors '<to 
employ Teachers, * * * and to dismiss any Teacher, at any time, for such 
reasons as they may deem sufficient." 

Section II, of <'An Act to amend, and supplementary to an act, entitled " an 
act to provide for the reorganization, supervision and maintenance of Common 
Schools,' passed March 4, 1853," dated April 17, 1867, provides that ^'If the di- 
rectors of any sub-district dismiss any Teacher for any frivolous or insufficient 
reason, such Teacher may bring suit against such sub-district, and if, on the trial 
of the cause, a judgment be obtained against the sub- district, the directors 
thereof shall certify to the Clerk of the Boara the sum so found due, and he shall 
issue an order to the person entitled thereto, upon the township treasurer, to pay 
the' same out of any money in his hands belonging to said sub-district, and appli- 
cable to the payment of Teachers. In such suits, process may be served upon 
the clerk of the sub district, and service upon him shall be safficient." 

These provisions are so clear and explicit as to render explanation imnecessary. 
Directors have power to dismiss a Teacher for such reasons as t?iey may deem 
sufficient. But should the court before which the Teacher should bring suit, 
deem these reasons "frivolous or insufficient," such Teacher can recover such an 
amount as the court shall judge to be just and proper. Whether this amount, in 
any case, shall be the same as the "pay for the full term, according to the article 
of agreement," will, doubtless, depend upon the facts pertaining to each litigated 
sase. 
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Competent and worthy Teaehers are liable to be dismissed by incompetent and 
unworthy directors. But such cases will be exceedingly rare. The chief danger 
in regard to this matter is that worthless Teachers will be suffered to continue in 
cbarge of schools, when both justice and mercy demand that they should be dis- 
missed from an employment for which they are utterly unqualified. Because a 
Teacher has obtained a certificate from a Board of Examiners, it does not of ne- 
cessity follow that he is competent to take charge of the instruction of children and 
youth. In practical knowledge, tact and discretion, the directors may find him to 
be so deficient as to render his dismission their imperative duty. In such a case, 
the Teacher could not, and should not recoyer damages. 

QuBSTiON 7, (S.) Some two years since, the Board of Examiners for 

county, granted a certificate of qualification for teaching school to a certain young 
man of said county* He sustained the examination with great credit to himself, 
and gave satisfactory evidence of an excellent moral character. But upon trial, 
lie failed in regard to government. He could not preserve due order in the school 
room, and before the time for which he had been engaged had expired, he was 
dismissed by the directors. He subsequently engaged in another school* and al- 
though he continued till the close of his engagement, he failed to maintain order, 
and the school was of little or no utility to those who attended it. 

A few weeks since, he applied to be examined for another certificate, which the 
Board refused to grant, on the gro^und of his repeated failures in governing his 
pupils. Are the Examiners justifiable for this reiusal ? 

A178WER. Most certainly they are. Scholarship and moral character are not 
tbe only requisites required of Teachers. No qualifications are of higher import- 
ance than the ability to maintain due order in the school room. 

Some young Teachers may fail for one term in gorerning a school, but after 
that experience, achieve satisfactory success as disciplinarians. For a single fail- 
ure of this kind, they should not be rejected. But when it becomes a settled point 
that candidates are particularly deficient in the matter of government, they, should 
be rejected by the Board. 

Examiners need exercise discretion in deciding such oases. 

A. SMYTH, Commissioner, 



CIRCULARS ISSUED BY THE SCHOOL COMMISSIONER, 

DIJRIN^G THE YEAR ENDIN^G AITGUST 31, 1857. 



CIRCULAR TO COUNTY AUDITORS, AND BOARDS OF EDUCATION, 
OF TOWNSHIPS, CITIES AND INCORPORATED VILLAGES. 



Office of State Commissioner of Common Schools 

Columbus, Ohio, April 20, 1867 
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Gentlemen : I deem ik proper to call your attention to the recent action of the 
Legislature amending various provisions of the general t^chool Law of the State, 
At the earliest period practicable, there will be published, agreeably to require- 
ments specified in sections fifty-three and fifty«four of the School Law, a new edi- 
tion of the same, embracing its recent modifications, togethir with forms and 
instructions, which will be distributed to each County for the use of School Officers. 
But inasmuch as several of these amendments demand your immediate attention,! 
resort to the more expeditious mode of addressing you by circular. 

The following Act was passed by both branches of the Legislature on the 17Ui, 
instant : 

AN ACT to amond, and supplementary to an act, entitled * an act to provide for the reoi^ani- 
nization, Buptrvieion and maintenance of Common Schools/ passed March I4(h, 1863. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the S/ ate of Ohio, That 
Section three of the act aforesaid be so amended as to read as follows : 

Section 3. The said directors within five days after their election, shall take 
8n oath or affirmation to support the Constituiion of the United States, an<l of the 
Stale of Ohio, and faithfull)' and impartially to discharge the duties of their office; 
which said oath the directors are authorized to administer to each other. And in 
case a vacancy shall occur in the office of director, by death, resignation, refusal 
to serve, or othervvise, it shall be the duty of the township clerk to till such vacancy 
within ten days >fter. bemg informed thereof by the appointment of some suitable 
person, who shall hold his office until the time of the next annudl meeting, when 
a director shall be elected for the remainder, if any, of the unexpired term, in the 
manner prescribed in section two. 

Section 2 That section four of said act be so amended as to read as follows : 
Section 4. If the qualified voters of any sub-district shall fail to meet and elect 
school directors, as procribed in sections two and three, it shall be lawful for any 
three qualified voteis of such sub-district to call a special meeting of the voters of 
such sub-district, for the purpose ot electing diiectors, on first giving five days* 
notice in writing, of the time and place of holding such meeting, b)' posting the 
same in three of the most public places in such sub-district ; and the directors so 
elected at such special meeting shall hold their offices for the unexpired term 
whch they were respectively elected to fill. 

Sectk^n 3. That section eight of said act be bo amended as to read as follows : 
Section 8, It shall be the duty of the diiectors in each sub-district to take, or 
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eause to be taken, annually, between the first and tbird Monday of September, a^ 
enumeration of all the unmarried white and colored youth, noting them separauly, 
between the ages of five and twenty-one years, resident within suoh sub-district, 
and not temporarily there, designating between male and female, and return a cer- 
tified copy thereof to the township clerk ; and in case the directors in any sub- 
district shall fail to take and return the enumeration aforesaid, it shall be the duty 
of the township clerk to employ a competent person to take the same* and allow 
him a reasonable compensation for his services ; and shall proceed to recover the 
amount so paid for such services in a civil action before any court having jurisdic- 
tion, in the name of the State of Ohio, against said directors in tht;ir individual capac- 
ity ; and in such suits said clerk shall be a competent witness; and the money so col- 
lected shall be applied to the use of Common Schools in the proper township. 
The township clerk shall make an abstract of the enumeration so returned to him, 
designating the number of youth in each sub- district, and transmit such abstract 
duly certified, to the county auditor, on or before the first day of October. 

Section 4. That section twelve of said act be so amended as to read as follow : 
Section 1 2. It shall be the d^ty of the township board of education, to hold reg- 
ular sessions on the third Monday of April, and on the third Monday of Septem- 
ber, in each year, in the usual place of holding township elections, or at such place 
in the immediate neighborhood as may be convenient for the transaction of any 
business which may be necessary in relation to the subject of either the Primary 
or Graded Schools of the township, with power to adjourn from time to time, or 
to hold special meetings at any other time or place within the proper township, as 
they may think desirable for the transaction of business as aforesaid, and at all 
such meetings shall appoint one of their number to the chair, and in case of the 
absence^of the township clerk, may appoint one of their own number to serve tem- 
porarily as clerk. 

S&0TION 5. That section nineteen of said act be so amended as to read as fol- 
lows : Ssc. 19. The board of education in each township shall prepare, or cause 
to be prepared, and forwarded to the county auditor, on or before the first day of 
October, a statement exhibiting the number of children in the township, between 
the ages of five and twenty-one years, distinguishing between male and female ; 
the number of schools, specifying the different grades ; the number of teachers, 
male and female; the number of children, male and female, who have attended 
school during the past year ; the average attendance ; the length of the terms of 
schools; compensation of teachers, male and female ; the number and condition of 
the school houses and furniture, and the estimated value thereof; the number and 
condition of the books in the school libraries ; tfie number of libraries ; the kind 
of school books used in the schools ; the number and value of school apparatus, 
and a full account of the expenditures for school purposes, together with such 
other statistics and information in relation to schools as the State Commissioner of 
schools may require. 

SsoTioN 6. That section twenty-two of said act be so amended as to read as 
follows: Sbo. 22. It shall be the duty of the Board of Education of any organ- 
ized township of the State, annually to determine, by estimate, as nearly as prac- 
ticable, the entire amount of money necessary to be expended in the township for 
purchasing school house sites, for erecting, furnishing and repairing school houses, 
for providing fuel, and for any other school purpose other than the payment of 
Teachers, not exceeding two mills on the dollar of the taxable property of the 
township : Provided, That if, in the opinion of the Township Board, a greater tax 
shall be necessary for said purposes during any year, the Board shall call a special 
meeting of the qualified voters of the school district over which they have juris- 
diction, which meeting shall be called and held in the manner prescribed in the 
preceding section, and shall decide by vote the question whether sucli greater tax 
or any other greater tax for said purposes than two mills on the dollar shall be 
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raised. It shall also be the duty of the Board to estimate such additional amount 
as they may think necessary, not exceeding two mills on the dollar of the taxable 
property of the township, for the exclusive purpose of sustaining teachers in the 
central or high schools, or for the purpose of prolonging, after the State funds 
have been exhausted, the terms of the several sub-districts or primary schools in 
the township, or for both purposes, as the Board may adjudge best ; these sev- 
eral amounts of money so estimated or decided upon, the Board shall make known 
by certificate in writing, on or before the first Monday in June in, such year, in- 
cluding any tax which may have been voted by a special meeting of electors, as 
provided in the preceding section, to the auditor of the proper county, who shall 
thereupon assess the entire amount of such estimates on all the taxable property 
of the township not included in any city or incorporated village, or territory an- 
nexed thereto forming any special district, to be entered by said auditor on the tar 
duplicate of the county, and collected by fhe county treasurer at the same time, 
and in the same manner, as State and county taxes are collected ; and when col- 
lected, shall be paid over to the treasurer of the proper township, on the order of 
the county auditor ; and said county treasurer shall be entitled to receive for col- 
lections one per cent, on all moneys by him collected for school purposes, and no 
more. 

Section 7. That section twenty-four of said act be so amended as to read as 
follows : Seo. 24. All school funds which may come into the hands of the town- 
ship treasurer, from whatever source, shall, be paid out only on the order of the 
Clerk of the Board of Education, under the direction of the Board ; except, in 
paying teachers for their services, the said clerk may, on such teachers presenting 
their certificates of qualification, and depositing with the clerk true copies thereof 
draw the requisite orders on the treasurer for such amount as may have been cer- 
tified to be due by any two of the local directors of the proper sub-district in 
which the teacher was employed ; and so much of the school moneys coming into 
the hands of the treasurer as may be derived from the State tax or from any 
township tax levied for the continuation of schools after the State fund has been 
exhausted, or from such school funds as arise from the sale or rents of section six- 
teen, or other school lands, shall be applicable only to the payment of teachers in 
the proper township, and shall be drawn for no other purpose whatever ; and all 
school funds made applicable to the payment of teachers only, shall be distributed 
to the several sub-districts, and fractional parts thereof, in the township, in pro- 
portion to the enumeration of scholars, with the exception of so much of the town- 
ship tax as may have been levied and reserved by the Board for sustaining 
teachers in the central or high schools, and with the further exception of bo much 
of said township tax as may be necessary for prolonging the schools the required 
length of time in those sub-districts which contain comparatively a small number 
of resident youth of school age, and which, owing to sparseness of population, or 
other unavoidable obstacles, cannot be enlarged without serious inconvenience to 
the inhabitants ; and such school funds as arise from the sale or rents of section 
sixteen, or other lands in lieu thereof, shall be distributed to the localities to which 
such funds belong. All other school funds of the township not raised for the cen- 
tral or high schools nor made applicable to the payment of teachers aforesaid, 
shall be applied, under the direction of the Board, in procuring school house sites, 
building, furnishing and repairing school houses, providing fuel, and in making 
such other provisions for schools in the sub-districts of the proper township, as 
may in the opinion of the Board be necessary ; and the Board of Education of 
each township, city or village, shall make the necessary provisions for continuing 
the schools in operation in their respective townships, or separate school districts 
for at least six months in each year. 

Section 8. That section forty of said act be so amended as to read as follows : 
6eo. 40. The auditor of each and every county shall, on or before the fifth day 
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of November, annually, make out and transmit to the Commissioner of Common 
Schools, at Columbus, an abstract of all the returns of school statistics made to 
him from the seyeral townships in his county, according to the form that may be 
prescribed by the State Commissioner ; and he shall cause to be distributed all 
such circulars, blanks and other papers, including school laws and documents, in 
the several townships in the county, as said Commissioner shall lawfully require ; 
in case the county auditor shall fail, from any cause, to make return of the abstract 
as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the county commissioners to deduct for every 
such failure, from the annual salary or allowance made to the auditor for his ser- 
vices, the sum of fifty dollars. 

Section 9. That section sixty-four of said act be so amended as to read as 
follows : Sec. 64. The debts which have heretofore been contracted by any 
school district for school purposes, shall be provided for by the estimate of the 
proper school boards created under the provisions of this act, and acfions may be 
brought against such boards to recover the same. 

Section 10. No sub-district composed of the fractional parts of two or more 
townships, which is now organized or may be hereafter organized, shall be dis- 
solved, changed or altered, unless by the concurrent action of the boards of edu- 
cation of the several townships which may have territory included in such sub- 
district. In riusing and expending money in such fractional sub-district, other 
than for the payment of Teachers, the ratio shall be the taxable property of the 
respective parts of townships in such sub-districts included. 

Section 11. If the directors of any sub-district dismiss any teacher for any 
frivolous or insufficient reason, such teacher may hnas sidt against such sub-dis- 
trict, and if, on the trial of the cause, a judgment be obtamed against the sub-district, 
ihe directors shall certify to the clerk of the board the sum so found due, and he 
shall issue an order to the person entitled thereto, upon the township treasurer, to 
pay the same out of any money in his hands belonging to said sub-district, and 
applicable to the payment of teachers. In such suits, process may be served on 
the clerk of the sub-district, and service upon him shall be sufficient. 

Section 12. That sections three, four, eight, twelve, nineteen, twenty-two, 
twenty 'four, forty and sixty-four of the act aforesaid, be, and the same are hereby 
repealed. N. H. VAN VORHES, 

Speaker of ihe House of Eepreeentaiivee. 
THOMAS H. FORD, 

JPreeident of the Senate. 

Dated April 17, 1867. 

The particular attention of Townehip Clerks is called to the first Section of the 
Act, defining their powers and duty respecting the appointment of Directors to fill 
the vacancies which may occur in that o&ce— of Boards of Education to Sections 
Six and Seven, which relate to the assessment and disbursement of School Funds — 
and of all School Officers, to the several sections which prescribe the times for 
taking the enumeration of youth, and making the reports which the law requires. 

N. 6. Section Fifty-eight, relating to Tax for School Libraries, was suspended 
for the current year. 

Truly yours, ANSON SMYTH, 

Cemmissioner Cemmon Schools. 
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CIRCULAR TO THE BOARDS OF EDUCATION FOR THE GRADED 

SCHOOLS IN THE STATE OF OHIO. 

\ Ofticb of Statb Commtssioner or Common Schools,) 

Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 30, 1867. ) 

Gentlemen : In former years, no distinct reports from the Graded Schools in 
the Stale, have been received at this office. They, as the law directs, have been 
made, like the reports of all other Schools, to the Auditors of the Counties. The 
Auditors have, as the law requires, compounded the reports from the several 
Townships, Cities, and Incorporated Villages, and forwarded an abstract of the 
same, according to prescribed forms, to this office. 

There is a necessity that returns should be made in this manner, inasmuch as 
the apportionment of School Funds to the several Counties, is based upon the 
. enumeration and returns made to this department. All such returns, therefore, 
must be embodied in forms convenient for this purpose. 

Many of the active friends of education in the State, who have been consulted 
upon the subject, are of opinion that important interests would be promoted by 
the publication of statistics of the Graded Schools, in tables distinct from those 
* which embrace all the public schools of the State. In this opinion I fully agree ; 
and am desirous of securing the requisite data, for the accomplishment of this ob- 
ject in the Annual Report, soon to be rendered to the General Assembly. 

I therefore respectfully request your prompt attention to the accompanying 
BLANK 70RM for rctums to this office. It is highly important that your report be 
received as early as the 20th of October. 
/ You will observe that the form does not embrace all the items contained in the 
report which you are required to make to the County Auditors. I do not deem 
it desirable that this extra report should include all the minutiae which the law re- 
quires to be rendered in ihe general report. It may, perhaps, be thought desirable 
in future years to enter more into detail; but for the present, I judge it best to 
present only prominent particulars. 

It will be observed that the form is adapted to Schools strictly graded, and bar- 
ing exclusive High Departments. But there are many Schools in the State, 
^hich, though graded, have no pupils who are pursuing High School studies. 
For example, in a small village, there may be one hundred children, with two or 
more Teachers, divided according to age or proficiency ; but the most advanced 
of them are studying nothing higher than Geography, Arithmetic and English 
Grammar. None ot them should be reported as members of a High School. 
Again, there are Schools so imperfectly graded, that their highest departm nts 
embrace pupils, some of whom are pursuing only common branches, while others 
are engaged in higher studies. Only the latter class should be reported as 
belonging to the High School. To this direction I request particular attention. 

In reporting Graduates, please return none except such as have completed th^ 
prescribed course of study, or its equivalent. To have pursued the studies of the 
High School for one or two years, and then to have left the School, does not 
necessarily constitute one a Graduate, in the just signification of the term. 

N. B. I wish it to be distinctly understood, that this report is extra, or addi- 
tional to the one which you are required to make to the Auditors of Counties on 
the first day of October. 

N. B. I request that this report be sent to this office direct, and not through 
the Auditors. Very respectfully, etc., 

A. SMYTH, Commissioner, 
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BEPORT OP THE BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR GRADED SCHOOLS. 

In the town of » and County of • , State of Ohio, 

for the year ending August 31, 1857. 



1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 

14. 
16. 
16. 
17. 

18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
25. 



When organized 

Under wnat Law • • 

No. of Pupils enumerated 

enrolled • . • 



i% 



%i 



No. of Pupils enrolled in High School • • • .Males. Females. Total. 

Average daily attendance in High School ••....• 

'* age of Pupils ** ** • •«. 

No. studying Ancient Languages ••••••••• 

" Modern *' 

Preparing for admission to College • ....••.•«• 

Of regular Graduates from High School in 1 857 • 

Enrolled in all depar'ts other than High School, Males. Fem. Total. 
Av. daily attendance " " " " " " ** 



No. Teachers employed in High School. Males. Females. Total. 

•' " " " all other Schools ** 

Average salary paid Teachers in High School ** 

" all other Schools '< 
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€€ 



•< 


«« 


€* 


«< 


*€ 
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Value of School Buildings, Grounds, and Furniture • . • < 

*' ** Apparatus • ..••••.•••. 

'' ^* Libraries • ••., 

Funds received from State School Tax • 

** ** ** Eents or Literest of School Lands 

" " Special Tax 

Non-resident Pupils • • • • • . 

all other sources ••••< 

Total Beceipts during the year 
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27. Amount paid Superintendent and Teachers during the year 

28. '' «' for Fuel and all Incidental Expenses 

29. • " " " Sites, Building and Repafrs 

30. '* *' '* all other purposes • •••..... 

31. Total Expenditures during the year ...•..•• 

32. Name of Superintendent or Principal « • • • 



IKQXnBIES. 

Are the Female Teachers in the Schools, other than the High Department, pud 
an equal salary ? 
If not, by what rule do you determme their respective salaries ? 
What salary is paid the Superintendent, or Principal ? 
Are the books m your Libraries generally read ? 

Do you consider your Libraries as promotive of important educational interests? 
Are you in favor of the preservation of the Library feature of the School Law ? 

10 — SCHOOL EEP. 
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CIRCULAR TO TRB PRINOIPALS OF TSACHEBS* INSTITUTE, HELD 
DURIirG THE TEAR ENDING AUGUST 31, 1867. 

Offick of State Ookmissxoikbr Commok Sohools, ) 

Cdumhts, Ohio, Sept. 30, 1«57. j 

Qottlxkik : Section 56 of the General School Law of Ohio, requires that 
the State Comoiissioiier of Schools report annually in regard to Teachers' Insti- 
tutes, held within the State. 

I, therefore, respectfully request your prompt attention to the accompanying 
FOBM, for a Report to this office. I desire that your report be forwarded as 
early as the 30th of October. 

' This Circular will be forwarded to the care of the Auditors of the Counties, 
who are requested to see that it is delivered wi&out delay. In tht absence of 
those to whom it is addressed, it may be placed in the hands of some other per- 
sons, competent to render the information required. 
Please add such remarks, statements^ or suggestions as you may deem proper. 

Very respectfully, etc., 

A. SMYTH, Commissumer, 

1. In what Town and County held — 

2. When commenced — 

3. How long continued — 

4. Name of Principal — 

6. Number Instructors, Males, Females, Total 

6. Number of Members, *^ ** '< 

7. Amount of Funds received from County Commissioners-^ 
8* Amount of Funds received from Members — 

9. Amount of Funds received fh)m all other sources — 
iO» Names of Public Lecturers — 



CIRCULAR TO THE PRESIDENTS AND f^RINGIPALS OF THE 

COLLEGES AND FEMALE SEMINARIES IN OHIO. 

* 

OFFXCSi OF StATB CoMMI8SX05Xit OF CoMVON S0BOOL8, ) 

Co/wwfcw, OAto, Sept. 30, 1867. J 

Gsst^emkh akd Ladies: I have no authority to require of you the informa- 
tion which I wish to gain in regard to the Institutions over wnich you preside. 
But, believing &at the interests of education in our State will thereby lie promoted, 
I respectfully requut that you will fill out the accompanying bi.ahk fobm, and 
return it to this office, as early as the 20th of October. 

You will please observe that items 6, 5, 7 and 8, relate to the year ending 
August 31, 1857. 

Additional statements in regard to the history, purposes^ and prospects of 
you^ Institution, are solicited. 

As I have not the pleasure of a personal acquaintance with all to whom this 
circular is addressed, I shall, in some instances, send it to the care of the County 
Auditors, who, I doubt not, will forward it to its proper destination. 
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This, like other ourevlars, emanaimg from ihis o^cet, will be sent to prominent 
(Triends of Education, other than those to whom it is especially addressed, merely 
as a notice of the transactions of this Department, and from whom no returns 
^will be expected. 

Very respectfisiUy, etc., . 

A. SMYTH, Cammissiowr, 

BXPOBT ' • 

Of .•«•••••• • for the year ending August 31, 1857. 

1. Name of Institution. 

2. In what Town and County located. 

3. In what year founded. 

4. Years occupied in the re^lar course of study. 

5. Number of Pupils pursumg a full course. 

6. Number of Pupils pursuing a partial course. 

7. Number of Pupils m preparatory department. 

8. Number of l^upils graduating during the year. 

9. Whole number of ^aduates since the organization of the Institution. 

10. Name of the President or Principal. 

1 1. Number of Professors or Teachers. 

12. Yalue of Buildings, Furniture and Grounds. 

13. Amount of endowment, exclusive of buildings, etc. 

14. Number of volumes in labraries. 

15. Yalue of Libraries. 

16. Yalue of Apparatus. 

17. Oharge per annum for Tuition in regular course. 

1 8. Room rent and incidental expenses. 

19. Average annual expense ot board, tuition, room rent, washing, light, 
fiiel, etc. 

29. Date of annual commencement. 



CIRCULAR TO COUNTY SCHOOL EXAMINERS. 

OFnos OS* Statb Comhissxoiibr ov Commoh Schools,) 

Columbus, OMo, Sept. 15, 1857. y 

QjasvLKum : Section 52 of the general School Law of Ohio, authorizes the 
Commissioner of Schools to require of all loed school officers^ such information in 
regard to educational matters as he may deem impcnrtant. 

Believing that valuable results will be secured by the publication of your trans- 
actions durmg the past school year, I respectfully request your prompt attention to 
the accompanying blank form for a report to this office. I desire that your report 
be forwaraed as early as the 20th of October. 

In regard to items 12, 13 and 14, it is probable that your records fiimish no 
information. In that case you will, df course, leave them blank ; but I trust that 
you will be prepared in future years to supply the facts indicated. 

If your records are deficient in any other particulars, please gstimaU the number 
required. 

Please add such remarks, statements, or suggestions, as you deem proper. 
Anecdotes illustrative of the knowledfi^e or the ignorance of Teachers, are reques- 
ted. That they may be amusing, or ludicrous, even, will be no objection to thdbr 
reception. 
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The blank you will detacli from tlie circular, before returning it to this office. A3 
I am unacquainted with the names and residences of many of you, this circular 
will be addressed to different points in the several counties. 

N. B. If there are Graded Schools in your respective counties, the Teachers 
of which are not examined by your Board, I would be glad to learn their ac^ref^ 
without delay. Very respectfully, etc., 

A. SMYTH, Commissianer. 



BBFOBT or SCHOOL BXAMINSRS. 

For the county of , State of Ohio, for the year ending August 31, 1857. 

1. No. of meetings for the examination of Teachers • ■■■ 

2. No. of localities in which meetings have been held • . 

3. Amount paid by County to Examiners 

4. Mode of Examination — tniUen or oral questions • • ■ 

6. No. of candidates examined. Males Females——- Tqtal 

6, No. certificates granted for 24 months, " — " « ■■ 1 

8 " '* 12 ** ** — — ^ ** - it .__^,...,.^ 

9. " " 6 " " *« — « . 

10. " "less than 6 " . " " " — s 

11. " Rejected, ", " " 

12. ** who are natives of Ohio, " ** « _— 

13. " " " of other States, " " " 

14. ** » " ** foreign countries " " " .. 

16.. " Colored, " «« 

11'. Names of Examiners, Prest. : — Residence. 

Sec'y, 



it 



» 



CIRCULAR TO EXAMINERS OF TEACHERS IN THE GRIDED SCHOOLS 

OF OHIO. 

Ovmm OF Statv Commissiohxr ot Common Schools,) 

. Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 16, 1867. ) 

GsKTLSMXir : By the 62d Section of the general School Law of Ohio, I am 
authorized to require all local school officers in the State, to furnish such informa- 
tion in regard to educational matters as I may deem important. 

Having already called upon the County iSchool ExoamnerB to report their trans- 
actions for the past school year, I respectfully request your prompt attention to 
the accompanying blank form. Please fill it out, and return it this office as early 
as the 20th of October. 

If your records do not furnish all the facts required, please approximate {he 
same as nearly as possible by estimates, or otherwise. As your duties and powers 
are less strictly defined than are those of County Examiners, the inquiries I presmt 
you are more general than those presented ^em. 

In regard to items 10, 1 1 and 12, it is probable that your records furnish no 
information. In that ease you will, of course, leave them blank ; but I trust that 
you will be prepared in future years to supply the facts indicated. 

Please add such remarks, statements, or suggestions, as you deem proper. 
Anecdotes illustratiye of the knowledge or Uie ignorance of Teachers, are requea* 
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ted. That they may be amusmg, or ludicrous, eTen, will be no objection to their 
reception. 

N. B. I wish reports from those Schools only whose Teachers are not exam- 
ined by the Oaunty School Examiners. 

Yery respectfully, etc., 

A. SMYTH, Oommmioner. 

BXFOBT 07 SXAMUCBES 07 TEACHIOS FOB THE ORADBD SCHOOLS. 



In the • County of . • • 

and State of Ohio, for the year ending August 31, 1857. 

1. Mode of Examination — wriUen or oral questions • 

2. No. Certificates granted for 2 years, Msdes Females Total 

" 1 year, " " «' 

" less than 1 year, ** " ** . 

" an unlimited period, " *' *< — - 

" higher Eng. studies " * " <« . 

" Ancient languages, " " _ «« ■ 

" Modern " •« — *' " - 

Candidates rejected, " '* •' . ■ 

Teachers natives of Ohio, *' "• *' ■ 

" " of other States, " " — * " 

*' " for'ign countries " " " ■ 

" Colored, " " - " 

14. Names of Examiners, Prest. = — ■ Profession. 

Sec'y, " 



3. 




4. 




5. 




6. 




7. 




8. 




9. 




10. 




11. 


€€ 


12. 




13. 





CIRCULAR TO COUNTY AUDITORS. 

OrsiCB 07 Statb Commissioneb 07 Common Schools,) 
Columbus, Onio, October 8, 1857. } 

Oentlsmsn : Numerous complaints have reached this office in regard to the 
operation of the twenty-third section of the General School Law. The design of 
this section was to equalize the seyeral Sub-Districts in a Township, in respect to 
taxation for School House Sites, and erecting or repairing School Houses. It was 
desirable that this purpose should be accomplished at the earliest day practicable, 
that thenceforward Township taxes, only, should be imposed for meetiDg all school 
expenses, whatever. 

More than fomr years have elapsed since the passage of the School Law, and it 
is high time that a necessity for tne continuance of the twenty-third section should 
have ceased. But one special tax need have been assessed upon any one Sub- 
District, to accomplish the purpose of this section. 

But it has been represented to me that, in many Counties, none but special 
taxes are levied for the purposes named ; that these are repeated year after year 
upon the same Sab-District ; that when necessity arises for trifling repairs, the 
expense is provided for by a special Sub-District levy ; and that fuel, even, is 
provided for in the same manner. It has been represented that this violation of 
the spirit and intent of this section, imposes upon County Auditors great and per- 
plexing labors and cares ; that it excites contention and difficulty between school 
officers and the people ; and that in various ways it impedes the progress of the 
educational interests. 
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The Auditors of the Counties are in a position farorable to the formati(m of cor« 
rect opinions in regard to the justice of those representations. I therefore re- 
spectfully request that you communicate to this office your knowledge and judg- 
ment of any facts, in your respective Counties, which bear upon this subject. 

I desire information in regard to the following particulars : 

1. Has the operation ci Section 23, during the past four years, tended to 
bring the seyeral Sub-Districts into a condition such as to render Township as- 
sessments, for the purposes named, more just and proper than they previously^ 
would havfe been ? 

2. Judging from the past, is it your ojnnion that the continued existence of 
this section would tend to bring the several Sub-Districts into a condition such as 
to render, within a few years. Township assessments, for all eohool purposes, 
more just and proper than at present ? 

3. Does the operation of this section impose onerous cares upon the vi^riouB 
school officers in Counties, Townships and Sub-Districts ? 

4. Is the Operation of this section promotive of strife and bitterness between 
Township Boards and Local Directors, and between the inhabitants of different 
Sub-Districts ? 

5^ Is it your opinion that the repeal of this section would lead to an improved 
condition of School Houses in your respective Counties ? 

6, Is it your opinion that the operation of. this section hinders the establish- 
ment of Graded Schools, and Central Hi^h Schools, such as are provided for in 
sections 20 and 21 of the General School Law ? 

If convenient, please let me hear from you upon this subject as early as the 
first day of November, Very respectfully, yours, 

A. SMYTH, Commissioner. 



ANSWERS OF AUDITORS TO CIRCULAR, 



CONCERNING THE REPEAL OF SEC. 25. 



\ 



Auditor's Omiick, 
AsHtASD^ October 14^ 1857. 
A, Smyih, Mg., Commissioner, dp^: 

Djur Sir : Tour Ciroalar, of October Qth, has been reoeired, and I tiasteu 
to give the desired information. 

To the first interrogatory, I answer it has not The School officers of Ashland 
Coimtjy as a general thbg» have regarded Section 23» of the School Law, as a 
very necessary and lasting section, to be used and enforced independently, with- 
out any regard to the Township assessments. 

To the second, I answer, it would not. For the reason mentioned above, that 
the officers regard Section 23 as an independent section ; not to be used for the 
equalization of taxes, but enforced as an old principle, to hare eyery district, as 
far as possible, bear its own burden of taxation. 
To the third, I answer, it does. 

To the fourth, I answer, that to a certain extent it does. 
To the fifth, I answer, that I thmk it would. 
To the sixth, I answer, that I am not positive that it does. 
I think that there edste sufficient cause for the repeal T>f Section 23. In some 
of the townships of this county they provide for fuel by special levies upon the 
sub-districts ; also &r trifling repairs, dec. The above I submit as a true state- 
ment, gathered from a knowledge of things, for the past three years. 

respectfully, dl^c, 

JAMES SWINEFOBD, 

Auditor of Ashland County, Ohio* 



AuDiroR's Ojfics, Aihtibttla Ooitntt, ) 

October 28, 1867. J 
Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Sir : Tour circular of the 8th inst. was duly received. Some townships 
since the enactment of the present School Law, have levied no Sub-District 
taxes for any purpose whatever, although they have built school-houses, and 
better ones perhaps than in those townships where a part or the whole expense 
of the new nouse has been put upon the Sub-District. With very few exceptions, 
no Sub-District tax is now necessary for the purpose of equalising the matters of 
taxation for building purposes, and hardly any instances of injustice would occur 
were the 23d section now repealed. 

The 23d section, if continued one or two ye^rs more, may tend to bring the 
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Sub-Distriots of two or three townsliips nearer equal in matters of taxation, but 
it should be so amended as to restrict taxes levied under it to building only. A 
few Township Boards have levied Sub-District taxes for all expenses of the 
district, and they can not be induced to do otherwise, and if the Auditor refuses 
to enter them upon the tax duplicate, they charge him with usurping a power 
which he has no riffht to exercise. 

The operation of the 23d section imposes additional duties upon the Auditor, 
more particularly in those townships where the^Board levy taxes upon Sub-Districts 
in amount from 95 to $20 each for some trifling repairs, or fuel, and that, each 
year in succession upon the same Sub-District, and, in fact, imposes additional 
duties upon all school officers, whether County, Township, or District Township 
Boards have this yeai levied taxes in forty-eight Sub-Districts, when they should 
not have done so in more than six, or eight, at most. 

. Many charges of favoritism, etc., are preferred against Township Boards in 
levying Sub-District taxes, and as the pocket nerve is the only sensitive one that 
some people have, it frequently leads to many jealousies, particularly in matters 
of taxation. 

I have no doubt but that we should have much better houses, were the whole 
expense put upon the township instead of a part, or the whole upon the Sub- 
Districts ; for then the question to be determined would not be, how small the 
house may be, and get the scholars into it, but we have a respectable sized school, 
and must have as good a house as any of our neighboring districts. 

We have no Graded or Central Schools in this county, except those organized 
in some of the incorporated villages, and whether the operation of the 23d section 
hinders their establishment I can not say. The feeRng among those favorable to 
the present law, seems to be to make our common schools as good as possible and 
** wait the time coming " for the High Schools'. 

Very respectAilly, 

J. C. A. BUSHNBLL. 



Auditor's Offzcx, Auglaizb Comrir, > 
Wapakoneta, Oct. 15, 1857. $ 
A, Smyth, SiaPe Commisawner of Common Schools : 

Your circular, in relation to the 23d section of the General School Law, is 
received, and on consultation with Mr. Trimble, who filled this office from 1851 to 
1857, 1 proceed to answer your several interrogatories : 

1st. I think it has to some extent, but not to the extent that it would have done 
had the Township Boards conformed ^to what was eyidently intended by the 
framers of the law. 

2d. I think not. 

3d. I answer, yes, without hesitation or qualification. 

4th. Yes, in some localities. 

5th. Yes. 

6th. Not positive that it does in this county. 

The Township Boards, in a part of our townships, have, so far, persisted in 
making special levies ; and when they brought them in tibis year, 1 refused to 
place them on the Duplicate, and called their attention to the law. They replied 
that the levies were already made ; that it would be difficult to get a full Board 
together again at a special meeting ; and insisted upon my yielding to their 
request, which I did, finally, with the understanding that it should be the laat 
time. 
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«I am decidedly of your opinion, that the act contemplated that all would be 
equalized in one, or, at farthest, two or three years, and I doubt if the Sub-Dis- 
tncts are any nearer upon an equality now, than they were at the end of two 
years after the passage of the act. 

Yours, respectfully, 

J. B. CRAIG, 
Auditor of Auglaize County, Ohio* 



Auditor's Ofhoe, Bxlhokt Couivtt,) 
St. ClairsYille, October 28, 1858. } 
A. Smythf ComfnissioneTf ike. 

DsAR Sir : I do not think that I am reiy well prepared to give the informa* 
lion you call for in your circular of the 8th inst. But to the first particular I 
have no hesitation in answering affirmatively. 

And to the 2d the same answer. Thirty to forty school houses now in use in 
this county are reported to be in a ''bftd" condition ; and that number of new 
ones will hare to oe built within a few years. 

In reply to the 3d, I am well satisfied that the operation of the twenty-third 
section does impose onerous cares upon County Auditors. As to other officers, I 
am not prepared to say positively, but presume all School Officers find it difficult 
to carry out its provisions. 

To the 4th, I am informed that a considerable amount of trouble has grown out 

the operation of this section. 

To the 5th, I am not of the opinion that its repeal would lead to an improved 
condition of school houses. 

And lastly. I do not think its operation retards the establishment of Oraded 
and High Schools. BespectfuUy yours, 

a OKESSINGER, 
Auditor of Belmont County. 



Ojborostown, Brown Co., Ohio,) 
October 17, 1857. f 

To the Commissioner of Common Schools^ 

In answer to your cbrcular to County Auditors, I would say in short, that sub* 
district levies excite a great deal of contention and difficulty between county, and 
township, officers and the people, and impose upon county auditors great and 
perplexing labors, and duties. 

In answer to your particulars, please refer to your circular. 

No. 1. Perhaps it has. 

No. 2. I think not. 

No. 3. It does. 

No. 4. It is. 

No. 5 and 6. Can't say that it would have influence one way or the other. 
Respectfully, J. W. PURDUM, 

Auditor Brown County, Ohio. 
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Auditor's Owncm, Obampaxoit Co., Ohio^) 
Urbana^ November 6, 1867. ' J 

DxAB Sir : In answer to jour circular of October Stii, aaking for information 
in regard to the working of the twenty- third section of the school law, I would 
aay, that when the law was passed, nearly every township in this coimty had 
seme new school houses just completed, built by sub-district taxes ; so that each 
Township Board thought it more equal and just, when they came into power, to 
let each sub-district build its own school house, with the exception of one Board, 
which township had no good school house. It has built all new school houses by 
township tax. 

Some other townships hare about completed all their school houses by district 
taK, and the probabilities are that they idl will have good houses in from one to 
three years. 

It makes some more work for the Auditors to levy special taxes, but not so 
much but what it can be done, if thereby taxes will be more equal, and just. 

There has been very little if any difficulty between Township Boards and local 
Directors. Very respectfully, 

a P. TALBOT, : 
Auditor Champaign county, Ohio. 




AtrnXTOR'B Ofvicb, Clark Co., Ohio,) 
Springfield, October 30, 1B67. f 
Hon. A. Smjfihf Commissioner, ^c. 

Sib : In answer to your circular of October $th, I have to state first, that tli6 
operation of section twenty-three has not in my opinion tended to remove the ine- 
qualities hei'etofore existing among the several sub-districts, so as to render town- 
ship assessments, for the purpose named, more just and proper, dec, &c. 

Second. Judging of the future by the light of the past, I see no reason to sup- 
pose that the present relation of the condition of the sub-dbtriots will be bettered 
by the continued exbtence of section twenty-three. I find it to be very frequently 
the case, that when one special tax is laid upon a sub-district, it is made a plea 
for the constant repetition of the same thing, until nearly every sub-district in a 
tpwziiship has had its turn, and some of the same sub-districts two, and even three 
times over.. I have strongly contended against this practice, but Township Boards 
are in this thing omnipotent 

Third. It certamly does. The imperfections in the boundaries of sub-districts 
— the division of farms by district lines, the inaccuracy of the lists of tax-payers^ 
all combine to impose onerous cares upon all school officers, and more particularly so 
upon the Auditor, as he is expected to be quite familiar with all the circumstances 
of each particular sub-district in his county, although the local directors are often 
unable to designate the township and range in which they are located. 

Fourth. I am not aware of any particular difficulties arising from this source 
in our county. 

Fifth. I have no data on this point on which to base an opinion. Our opera- 
tions have all been performed undfer this section, with one single exception. 

Sixth. To give an opinion, without a knowledge of the facts upon which it is 
based, is to make a leap in the dark. Having no light on this particular, by which 
to be governed, I most respectfully decline venturing an opinion thereon. 

In fine, my honest conviction is, from the experience I have had in this matter, 
(this being my first term) that the sooner section twenty-third id repealed, the 
better it will be for all concerned. If not repealed it should be restricted, so that 
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no special tax could be leyied under it for less than 9200. This season I levied 
one for 915.00. 

Youis respectfuDj, 

JOHN NEWLOYE, Auditor. 



Axtditob's Officx, Clxbmoht Go., Ohio J 
Batavia, October 20, 1857. J 

Sir : In jour circular of the 8th inst., you desire information in regard to the 
following particulars, which I answer as below. 

Question No. 1. Has the operation of section twenty -rthree of the General 
School Law during the past four years, tended to bring the several sub-districts 
into a condition such as to render township assessments for the purposes named, 
more just and proper than they previously would have been t 

Answer. It has. 

Question No. 2. Judging from the past, is it your opinion that the continued 
existence of this section would tend to bring the several sub-districts into a condi-* 
tion such as to render, within a few years, township assessments, for all school 
purposes, more just and proper than at present ? 

Answer. I think it would. 

Question No 3. Does the operation of this section impose onerous cares upon 
the various school officers, in counties, townships, and sub-districts ? 

Answer. To a limited extent I think it does. 

Question No. 4. Is the operation of this section promotive of strife and bitter- 
ness between Township Boards and Local Directors; and between the inhabitants • 
of different sub-districts ? 

Answer. Not to any considerable extent. 

Question No. 5. Is it your opinion that the repeal of this section would ie^d: 
to an improved condition of school houses in your respective counties ? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question No. 6. Is it yomr opinion that the operation of this section hinders 
the establishment of Graded Schools and Central High Schools, such as are pro- 
vided for in sections 20 and 21 of Uie General School Law ? 

Answer. I think not 

The above answers are all correct, so far as I am acquainted with the opera • 
tions of said section. Yours, 

M. S. DIMMILL, County Auditor. 



Avditob's Offxcs, Guhtok Co.» O. 

October 19, 1857. 

A. Smyth, JEsq., Staie OommUiioner of Oommon Schools, 

Dear Sir : Your circular of the 8th insi, was duly received, and examined in 
relation to the requirements and provisions of section twenty- three. School Law. 

In answer to inquiry 1st, only one township in this county set out on the pas- 
sage of the present School Law, to levy for the entire township. I believe that 
only two townships have so equalized the] taxes at this time, as to do away with 
the necessity of that section, provided the several Boards of Education continue ; 
toFseek an equalization on the several sub-districte. i 



156 

Inqairy 2d» My opinion is tbat it will require a long time to so regulate the 
levies on the several sub-districts, so that Boards of Education will deem it justice 
to levy such taxes on the entire township. 

Inquiry 3d. It does ; and it is almost impossible to secure accuracy in the levy 
of taxes on sub-districts, owing to the difficulty of obtaining correct maps, or 
plats of school- districts, and lists of tax payers. 

Inquiry 4th. It has been in several of the townships in this county, and 
probably will still be, as I see no reason why it should cease to continue. 

Inquiry 5th. I cannot say, but I think there would be much complaint by the 
tax-payers of sub -districts, who have built expensive school -houses in sub-dis- 
tricts where the citizens had never built, or been taxed /or that purpose. 

Inquiry 6th. I can not i^ay, but suppose it does. 

Respectfully yours, 
BEBEE TRUESDELL, Courdy Auditor. 

P. S. If that section could be so changed as to prevent small amounts being 
levied on sub-districts, it would save a great deal of trouble and expense. Some sub- 
districts, for instance, ask a tax to buy a stove, or build a fence, or repair a school- 
house, thus levying a tax on a sub-district to the amount of from ^12 to 850, 
Could the law provide, by section 23d, for the building of new school-houses, 
exclusively, it would not be so objectionable. It is truly desirable that the 
necessity for levying taxes on the property of sub-districts, should cease as soon 
as it can be done without doing injustice to such as have already been heavily taxed. 

Respectfully, BEBEE TRUESDELL. 



Aupitob'b Office, Columbiana Co., 0., 
2few Lisbon, Oct 28, 1858. 

A* Sm^th, Commissioner of Schools, 

Dear Sir : Your circular of the 8th inst., came to hand. I delayed answering, 
expecting that I would be able to make my statistical report ; but the Township 
Boards have been so far behind time, that I will delay no longer. 

To your first interrogation, permit me to say, that, so far as my observation 
extends, I am ready to conclude that the 23d section of the school law has, to 
some extent promoted proper and just assessments of special taxes. There are 
several reasons which might be named, which have caused this result, the most 
prominent of which is, that, since the School Board has been established, it has had 
a tendency to equalize the expenses of the sub-districts. Those districts which 
would have incurred heavy expenditures, have been restrained, while those which 
have been heretofore careless, about making provisions for their schools, have been 
stimulated by the interchange of sentiment and association^ in action with other 
districts which manifest a deeper interest in the subject of Education. 

2d Interrogatory. My opinion is that the continued existence of the 23d 
section will tend toward a more just and proper assessment of special taxes^ that 
would follow a repeal of said section ■; the School Boards having already assessed 
some of the sub-districts for building school-houses; others have been left, for 
some cause, to be provided for hereafter. In some instances, taxes have been 
collected from all the sub-districts, to repair or build a school-house in a particular 
distinct, thus placing the districts under mutual obligations to each other ; hence, 
to break in upon a plan of improvement that has been commenced by some of the 
Boards, by repealing the law which would allow them to consummate it, would 
result in much confusion and injustice. 
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8d Interrogatory. The operation of this section does impose onerons cares 
upon the school officers, particularly the County Auditors and the Township 
Clerks. This arises, not so much from a legitimate and proper administration of 
it, as from its abuse. The Boards haye made numerous assessments upon sub- 
districts, sometimes from four to six special taxes in one township, and for small 
sums at that I have thus far humored them by placing these assessments upon 
the duplicate, but shall hereafter suggest to the Township Boards a more pru- 
dent exercise of their power. 

4th Interrogatory. In some of the townships there have been local difficulties, 
but these have not been sufficient to seriously impair the administration of the 
law. 

5th Interrogatory. I believe that the condition of school-houses has been 
much improved since the new school law has been in operation, and I am of 
the opinion that the power of School Boards to look after the interests of all the 
sub-districts under their jurisdiction, has been the cause, to some extent ; another 
reason is, there seems to arise a community of interests and spirit of emulation 
where the Boards of Education preside over several schools, that has not hereto- 
fore existed, and, in my judgment would not exist if the sub-districts were isolated, 
as they formerly were. 

6th Interrogatory. Whether this section hinders the establishment of Graded 
Schools or not, I am unprepared to say. My opinion, however, would be that its 
tendency is of that character. If the sub-district schools are furnished with 
good houses, good furniture, apparatus, and every convenience, it of course 
renders Graded Schools unneccessary, so far as the branches of a common 
English education are^ concerned. I am ready to conclude this from the fact 
that, since the new school law has been in operation, there has been a general im- 

Jrovement in the schools of this county, and none of the Boards of Education 
ave deemed it necessary to establish a Central or High School. 

Very respectfully yours, 

E. M. COLESTOCK, 
Auditinr of Columbiana County. 



Aubitob'b OmoB, Coshocton Co., 0., ) 

STovember 5, 1857. ) 

A. Smyth, Commi89umer of Common Schools, 

Dbar Sir : Your]circular, making inquiry in relation to the twenty- third section 
of the school law, is before me. In answer, I beg leave to say that the opera- 
tion of said section has not^ as a general thing, had the tendency to bring the 
several sub-districts into a condition, so as to render township assessments more 
just than they would have been from the commencement of the new school law. 
Out of the twenty-two townships of this county, there are not exceeding four that 
are in any better condition for township assessment now than they were at first 
Judging from the past, it is not n^y opinion that the continuation of said section 
would tend to bring about the end desired. The operation of this section does 
impose onerous cares upon School Officers, especially Auditors ; and has been 
the cause of strife and dissatisfaction, in not a few instances. 

The repeal of this section, I think, would, in some degree, lead to an im- 
proved condition of sohool-houses, but would work great injustice where houses 
have been paid for by special assessments ; and could not possibly give general 
satisfaction at the present stage of progress of building houses, &c., &o. 
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As to your sixth question : I hare no data upon which I could safely predicate 
an opinion, and tlieref<»re have to leave that inquiry unanswered. 

The object of the provision of the section in question was a good one ; but 
the abuse of it has defeated its object entirely in this county, BoArds mistaking 
the ezoeptio^ for the rule. 

Yours Bespectfully, ' 

WiL HIMEBAUGH, 

Gounty Ai^ditor. 



Auditor's Oxticb, VissanxLo Co.,) 

October 23, 1857. J 

A^ Smyths Esq,, SteUe Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Sir : Your circular was duly received, asking for certain information in relation 
to the continued existence of section 23. In answer to question 1. No. Question 
2. No. Question 3. Yes. Question 4. Yes. Question 5. Yes. Question 6. No. 

Very respectfully, yours^ 

A. J. DILDINE, Auditor Fairfield Co. 



Auditor's Ofjticb, Gxauga Co.,) 
Chardon, Oct. 16, 1857. J 

A. Smyihf State Commissioner (/ Common Schools : 

Sir: In reply to your circular of the 8th, inst., I submit the following : 

1st. The operation of the twenty-third section of the school law has, so far as 
my knowledge extends, tended to increase rather than diminish the inequality of 
the several sub-districts, in respect to taxation for school house sites, &^, 

2d. Judffine from the past, it is my opinion that the continued existence of this 
section would rarther increase the inequality, and render each succeeding year's 
township assessments for school purposes more unjust and improper than at 
present 

3d. In many localities I believe the operation of this section imposes onerous 
oares upon the various school oiBSicers. 

4th. The operati(m of this section does promote unkind feelings, if not sla-ife 
and bitterness between township Boards and local directors, and between the 
inhabitants of different sub-districts, 

5th. It is my opinion that the repeal of this section would lead to an improved 
condition of school houses in this county. 

6 th. There are no graded or high schools in this county. 

Very respectfully yours, 

C. C. FIELD, Auditor. 
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AxTDZTOR^e Omcsi Grkkhb Co., 
XeaU, Oct 12, 1857. 

3fr. A. Smjfih: 

Dbab Sa : In replj to your several queries^ I submit the Mowing answers : 
No. 1. Yes. No. 2. Judging from the decrease of special leyies withm the 
last few years we hope soon to have all township leyies. Some of our Boards haye 
adopted township levies, and find them to be satis&ctorj. I am of the opinion 
that the different modes of levying at present are attributable to the differing of 
opinions in Boards. No. 3. Yes. No. 4. It has been in a few instances. No. 
5. I do not know that it would. No. 6. I thmk it does not. 

Bespectfully yours, 

SAMUEL T. OWENS, 

Auditor Greene County. 



Cambridgx, Ohio, Oct. 14, 1857. 
A, Smyth, Esq.: 

Dbab Sm : Your circular to county auditors is before me, and with pleasure I 
proceed to answer. You will no doubt remember that when you visited me in 
the summer I desired your instruction of the amendment of 8eoti<m 28, which 
requires township levies, &c. 

I haye found it to be difficult to get along properly In the matter, from the 
fact that in some townships the law has been dinregarded, and the Boards of Edu- 
cation have made all of tkeir levies by sub^districts, which imposes upon auditors 
a very onerous burden, not only in perplezihr of mind, but also in consumption of 
time» which impedes very much the completion of duplicates for the treasurer. 

In some townships levies are made for amounts ranging from five to twenty 
dollars for fuel, repairs, stoves, d;c , a thing that should not be done, but say 
they, '< we have always been in the habit of doin^ so " regardless of the law, and 
the labor inflicted upon the auditor. The majonty of township Boards however^ 
have made township levies. 

I have taken some care to notify school officers that they will be expected to 
comply more fully with the law next year. In one township of our county a 
difficulty has occurred where the Board oi Education authorized a levy under 
the twenty-third section for the building of a house against the desire of a majority 
of the inhabitants of the sub-district, which will result in a sidt at law. 

I will now endeavor to answer your questions in order. 

1st I beHeye ^t under we operation of section 23 the sub-districts 
have made such advancements, that the township assessments are just and will 
conduce to more general satisfaction than special levies. 

2d. I am of £e opinion that the time has fuUy arrived when township assess- 
ments are just and proper. 

3d. It does. 

4th« It is, and the case above referred to is one amon? two or three others. 

5th. The districts are now so generally supplied witn good houses, that not 
much change can be made. 

6th. I am not prepared to say what effect the operation of section 23, has 
upon the establishment of a central high school. It seems to me however that 
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ander onr present scbool system, graded or high schools will not be sought to be 
established, except in large towns or cities, and in that case it has but little influence. 

BespectfuUy yours, 

JOS. D. TINGLE, 

Auditor Guernsey County.^ 



Attditob's Ofpiob, Haedin Co.,) 
Kenton, Oct. 21, 1867. f 

A, Smythj Esq.: 

I would say in answer to your inquiries with regard to the operation of section 
23 of the general school law, 

Ist. I think the operation of that section has brought the several sub-districts 
into a condition to render township assessments more just than they would have 
previously been. 

2d. I am of opinion that it would be an advantage to all concerned to dispense 
with that section immediately. 

Sd. The operation of said section does impose onerous cares on all officers 
concerned, and unnecessary expense on the county. 

4th. To all the items m your fourth inquiry I would reply in the affirmative. 

6th. It is my opinion that the repeal of said section would lead to the improved 
condition of school houses ; those built by township levies are universally better 
than those built by district levies in our county. 

6th. I do not know that the operation of section 23 has hindered the establish- 
ment of graded or high schools in our county. 

There has been no effort to establish schools of that kind in the county yet. 

Yours respectfully, 

6. SEAMAN, Auditor Hardin Co. 



Auditob's Oiticb, Hooking Co., 
Logan, Oct 21, 1967. 

C&mmssioner of Common Schocis: 

DsAB Sib : I incline to the opinion that the 23d section of the school law 
ought to be repealed. I think it would lead to an improved condition of school 
matters in this county. Yours respectfully, 

A. WHITE, Auditor. 



Auditob's Officoe, Hubon Co., O.,) 
Norwalk, Nov. 28, 1867. J 

A. Smyth, Commssioner of Common Schools : 

Dbab Sib : I. answer your several queries in order : 

1st. I think not ^ I think if the twenty-third section had never been passed, 
the several sub-districts composing the township would have been much nearer a 
unit than they now are, under the operations of that section. 
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Sd. Judging from tlie past, I think it folly to continue the twenty-third sec- 
tion with a hope or expectation of bringing about a better feeling between sub- 
districts, or of equalizing the burthen of taxation on the people, for this reason : 
You levy a tax on a sub-district to build a school house this year, and for erer 
after that such school district will think that equity requires that they should be 
exempt, and the other districts may do as they have done, pay for their own school 
houses, and consequently the wheel must keep turning round the inequality as 

freat as at first. As well might a mui say, "1 have got my education, and I 
are paid for it. Young man or young woman, when you have spent as much 
money for your education as I haye for mine, I think equity will require me to 
assist you;" that is, when you do not need the assistance, and when you have 
prepared yourself to think of others just as he thought of you. 

3d. It does. 

4th. It is. 

5th. I think Township Boards inclined to famish better school houses for sub- 
districts, than the sub-districts are themselves. 

6th. We have no Graded or Hi^h Schools in this county, except the Union 
Schools, and I think we never shtdl havd imtil the people of the Townships are 
ready to acknowledge this one thing : the Tovnuh^ is the school District, and that 
the sub-district lines, like the tropics and polar circles, are all imaginary; only 
drawn for the purpose of the better distribution of the educational labor of the 
Township. I think section .twenty-three has a tendency to keep up this local or 
sub-district feeling, consequeqitly opposed to a Central or High School. 

Very truly yours, WM. CASE, Auditor. 



Jacxsov C. H., Ohio, ) 
October 30, 1867. J 

Bon, A, Smyth, Commissioner of Common Schools: 

Dear Sir : It is my candid opinion that section 23 of the School Law is, and 
has been a source of mischief and perplexity, as well as a matter of positive in- 
justice, and tending only to aggravate the very error it was designed to remedy. 

I think it should never have been enacted, and that it should be repealed with- 
out delay. I have no doubt but that a large majority of our people would favor 
its repeal. 

Said section was undoubtedly intended to meet extreme cases, but it is unfortun- 
ately often construed as a general rule rather than an exception, and it is productive 
of much mischief, and is the means of erecting poor school houses where we 
should, tmder a Township levy, get good ones. 

I will answer your questions in order: 

1st. No. 

2d. No. 

3d. Yes. 

4th. Yes. 

6th. Yes. 

6th. Yes. 

Respectfully, Ac, JOHN STEPHENSON, 

Auditor Jackson Co, 

11 — SCHOOL REP. 
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Aitditob's Offios, Lawbsncb Co., Ohio, 
IrontoHy October 28, 1857. 

A, Smyth, Esq., CommUsioner of Common Schoola : 

DxAH Sir : In reply to your circular of the 8tb inst., requesting information in 
•^regard to the operation of section 23, Ohio School Law : It is my decided opinion 
that as interpreted by Township Boards of Education, its tendency has been to 
render the relative position of sub-districts more unequal than when the law went 
into operation, and 1 do not believe that its continued operation would in any 
degree tend to bring about that equality designed by the incorporation of that 
section into the law. 

It is true that in many townships of this county, none but special taxes are 
levied for school pprposes^ except for teachers' wages ; and one township in 
which taxes have never been levied for building purposes, and therefore clearly 
without the letter and spirit of section 23, has for two [Recessive years levied taxes 
for that purpose on sub-districts, ^which, as a matter of course, I have not carried 
into the Duplicate,) and althougn destitute of houses, the Board refuses to levy 
upon the township ; and some feeling is being excited against me in consequence 
of my refusal ; and between the Township Board and local directors ; and between 
the inhabitants of the different sub-districts. 

Like causes are producing like effects in other townships. 

To your first and second questions, I should answer emphatically, No. 

To the third, fourth and fifth, I should say as decidedly. Yes. 

To the sixth, I am not prepared to express an opinion. 

Very truly yours, G. W. WILLARD, 

Auditor Lawrence County. 



Auditor's Offiob, Licking Co., Ohio,) 
Newark, October 16, 1867. J 

Hon» A, Smyth, Columhua, Ohio : 

Sib : Having received a circular from you to County Auditors, in regard to sec- 
tion 23 of the general School Law, I proceed to answer the interrogatories con- 
tained in the circular. 

Interrogatory Ist. Has the operation of section 23, during the past four years^ 
tended to bring the several Sub-Districts into a condition such as to render Toion-' 
.Mp assessments, for the purposes named, more just and proper than they pre- 
viously would have been ? 

Answer. In my opinion it has not. In many Sub-Districts, the inhabitants 
liave demanded, and the Board have -granted them better school houses, than 
have been demanded in others, in the same Township. 

Interrogatory 2d. Judging from the past, is it your opinion that the continued 
existence of this section would tend to bring the several Sub-Districts into a con- 
dition such as to render, within a few years, Township assessments, for all pur- 
poses, more just and proper than at present? 

Answer. I think the condition would be no better if it should be in force for 
half a century ; and is now no better than when the law was first enacted. 

Interrogatory 3d. Does the operation of this section impose onerous cares upon 
the various school officers in Counties, Townships and Sub-Districts ? 

Answer. It does impose very onerous cares and duties upon all officers 
who have anytbic^ to do with special taxes. It is exceedingly perplexing to the 
Auditor, and is very difficult to make out the Grand Duplicate for taxes; as many 
of the Sub-Districts want to assess a tax of ten dollars for fud, repairing, <te,, 
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irhicb makes it exceedingly nnpleasant, and very difficult for the County, Town- 
ship and Sub-District officers. 

Interrogatory 4th. Is the operation of this section promotive of strife and bit- 
terness between Township Boards and Local Directors, and between the inhabitants 
of diflferentSub-Districis? • 

Answer. It is in many Townships and Sub-Districts. 

Interrogatory dth. Is it your opmion that the repeal of this section would lead 
to an improved condition of school houses in your respective counties ? 

Answer. I think it would ; yet there have been a great many good school 
houses built in this county within the past four years. 

Interrogatory 6 th.. Is it your opinion that the operation of this section hinders 
the establishment of Graded Sshools, and Central High Schools, such as are pro- 
vided for in section 20 and 21 of the general School Law ? 

Answer. It is not, in this county ; for in this county we have a great many In- 
corporated Villages, which have Graded, or Central High Schools. 

7ery respectfully yours, THOS. J. DAVIS, Auditor. 

Per W. H. WiNBGARDNXB, Deputy. 



Auditor's Office, BiBLLBFORTAniE, 
Logan County, Ohio, Oct. 16, 1857. 
A. Smythf Stale School Commissioner : 

Sir: In answer to your questions of October 8, 1857, the answers are 
here given numbered as the questions were given. 

Question 1st. The operation of section 23 has had no tendency whatever 
toward bringing the Sub-Districts into a condition such as to render Township 
assessments any better. Some of the Townships of this County adopted the 
operation of the new law immediately after its passage, and levied no tax but 
Township tax, while others still continue to levy special Sub-District taxes for al 
purposes, if they don't amount to more than 810 for fuel. 

Question 2d. Judging from the past, I think the sooner that section is stricken 
from the law the better. Its existence will never help the matter at alL 

Question 3d. Its operation does impose care on a great many that never 
is complied with. There never has been a Dbtrict levy brought to this office that 
filled the law yet. 

Question 4th. Its operation does promote strife and trouble in every Township 
where they operate under it ; and you can see it in the school-houses. Wherever 
the Districts are wealthy, you see costly houses, and where they are poor, you see 
cheap houses. 

Question 5th. It is my opinion that the repeal of Section 23 would improve the 
condition and appearance of school-houses very much. 

Question 6th. I can't answer this question satisfactorily, from the fact that our 
Common Schools are not advanced as they should be. 

JOS. D. BAXTER, AudUor, 

Logan County, Ohio. 



Auditor's Office, Lucas County, ) 

Toledo, Ohio, Nov. 2, 1857. f 
Mr. A, Smyth : 

DsAR Sir : Tours of October 8th is received, and contents noted. Respect- 
ing the 23d section of the School Law, it has caused some trouble for the Auditor^ 
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and has been tbe means of creating strife between the different Sub-Districts ; 
some persons wishing to have a special tax in the District, and others desiring to 
have a general tax throughout the Township ; but the matter is nearly settled in 
this County, as all but two townships have certified according to law to equalize ; 
^d have a general tax levied. 

It is very important in this County to have a general tax levied for school-house 
purposes, in most of the Townships ; as the amount of tax paid by the railroad 
companies in some Townships is large, compared with the total tax of the Town- 
ship ; and under the old system of taxing each Sub-District, for its own school- 
house tax, many of the Sub- Districts would receive no benefit from the taxes 
paid by the railroad companies. 

This view of the matter, when properly placed before the Township authorities, 
has not failed to sepure the proper certificate, to enable the Auditor thereafter to 
levy a general tax throughout the Township for school-house purposes. 

Question 1st. Answer. Yes. 

Question 2d. Answer. Yes, in this County. 

Question Sd. Answer. It will answer in this County to make the tax general, 

Question 4th. Answer. Yes. 

Question 5th. Answer. IN'o ; not if the old system is adopted. 

If the twenty-third section is changed at all, it should be changed to compel the 
Township authorities to make the proper certificate to the Auditor by a certain 
time ; or their omitting to certify, to be construed to mean that they desired a 
general tax throughout the Township for school-house purposes, after such time 
had expired. Yours, respectfully, 

C. H. COY, AudUar. 



Auditor's Ofkcb, Mahokinq Couktt, Ohio, ) 

Canfield, Oct. 16, 1867. J 
A» SmytK Esq t School Oommissioner : 

I Sis : Your circular of the 8th inst. has come to hand. In answer to your 
several interrogatories, I would reply : 

Ist. The operation of Section S3, of the School Law, in my opinion, has had 
but little tendency to bring about a state of things that would render the repeal of 
said section proper. 

2d. I think that its continued existence would have but little effect in bringing 
about an equilibrium in the expense of building school-houses. 

3d. It imposes a great amount of labor upon all the officers mentioned, County 
Auditor especially. 

4th. To no very ^eat extent. 

6th. The probability is, it would. 

6th. It may to some extent. 

Your questions resolve themselves into this — should Section 23 be repealed ? 
I have been to some trouble to ascertain the public sentiment upon this subject, 
by inquiring of intelligent men from various parts of the County, in attendance 
upon our court, in session at present. The prevailing opinion appears to be, that 
special taxation should not be dispensed with in every instance. 

In this county, various practices have prevailed, in some Townships, Sub-Dis- 
tricts are made build their own school-houses entirely. In others the Sub-Dis- 
tricts are made to raise a part, and the Township the balance. In two or three, 
school-houses are built entirely by a general tax. 

If the Legislature should repeal this section^ it occurs to me that it would be 
well to blot out Sub-Districts altogether, abolish local Directorships,^d place all the 



166 . 

schools in a Township under the control of a smaller, and conseq^a^itly m<ye 
efficient Board I doubt, however, the propriety of making any v^y radical 
change in the law at present. Yours, very truly, 

J. TRUESDALE, Auditor. 



Auditor's Ofitcx, Marion Couktt, Ohio, 

November 17, 1867. 
A. Smyth, JSsq^, School Commissioner: 

Sir: In answer to the inquiries contained in your circular of Oct. 8, I will 
state as follows, replying to the questions in their numerical order, to- wit : 

1st It has (ended that way ; but as the practice thus far has been for each Sub- 
District to build its own school-house, and defray all contingent expenses by a tax 
levied upon each District separately, and a part of the Districts being supplied with 
good school houses, and a part as yet destitute, it would seem unfair to supply the 
latter at the expense of the whole Township. 

Sd. It is ; but in case of the continuance of the section in question, the extent 
of the power it gives to Boards of Education, ought to be more explicitly defined. 

3d. It does ; but more especially upon County Auditors. 

4th. As far as I am able to judge, such is the case. 

5bh. Not perhaps, until each District not now possessing a good school-house, 
has had an opportunity of obtaining the benefit of it, according to the practice 
under it heretofore in this County. 

6th. From my present knowledge, I am unable to give an opinion on the sub- 
ject of this interrogatory. 

I think there should be some restriction upon the present facilities for changing 
the boundaries of School Districts ; changes have been made whereby an indi- 
didual paying a heavy tax in one Sub- District, has, in the course of two or three 
years, been subjected to another in a different District. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

L. A. GRISWOLD, County Auditor. 



Auditor's Officib, Medina County, 0., 

November 6, 1867. 
ffwi. A, Smyth, Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Dear Sir : Your circular of the 8th inst. came to hand during my absence, 
on a visit east ; and therefore has remained unanswered until the present time. I 
now embrace this, my first opportunity, for responding to your inquiries. 

Answer to question 1st. Much unpleasant feeling has been created in some of 
the Local Districts 6n account of the special tax assessed under Section 23 
There is no doubt, but that the application of that statute, for once, upon some of 
the Sub-Districts had an equalizing effect ; but its continuance worked more evil 
than good. 

Answer to question 2d. The cases are very few, where justice or even propriety 
require the continued existence of Section 23 ; and, in my opinion, the sooner we 
embrace the system of Township assessments for all school purposes, the better. 

Answer to question 3d. Truly onerous are the cares attendant upon the school 
officers und^r Section 23 ; but more abundantly so upon this office. Last year I 
made out twenty special Sab -District taxes ; this year, seventeen. In one case I 
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lyid to book up a base of •42,396» to raise 910 for repairing scbool-bouse ; in 
another, $68,664, to raise 94, which I was strongly inclined to think was penny 
wise and pound foolish. 

Answer to question 4th. In some cases considerable stnfe and bitterness has 
been engendered between Township Boards and local Directors ; the longer this 
system is continued the less able will they be to harmonize. 

Answer to question 5th. Our County has been, and still is, improving in school- 
houses ; and will continue to do so, whether we have general or special assess- 
ments. The time for log and rickety lumber houses has passed. The age in 
which we live demands good, convenient, tasteful buildings ; and I think our 
people are ready to erect them when needed. 

Answer to question 6th. I can not see any hindrance in operating any of the 
other sections of the School Law, provided Section 23 were struck from existence. 

I have thus briefly replied to your several questions, which I hope may be 
satisfactory, though I can not fancy to myself, that I can, or have thrown much 
light upon your enlightened vis^ion. 

With much respect, yours, d^c, 

Gt. W. TYLER, Audiiar. 



PoMBROT, Ohio, Oct. 20, 1857. 

A. Smyth, Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Dear Sir : I find it difficult to give you direct answers to the questions pro- 
posed in your circular, but will be as direct as possible. 

1st. Some township Boards in this county ar& now makbg general levies for 
building purposes, and their justice is generally acquiesed in ; others are profess- 
ing to equalize while it is apparent their real object is to make each sub-district 
build its own house ; in other townships more inequality now exists than when 
the law went into force. On the whole I think the '^ twenty-third section has not 
operated during the past four years so as to render township assessments for the 
purposes named more just and proper than they previously would have been.'* 

2d. From the above I conclude ** that the continued existence of this section 
would not tend to bring the several sub-districts into a condition such a^to 
render within a few years, township assessments, for school purposes, more just 
and proper than at present." An additional reason is found in the vascillation of 
Boards of Education. One may recognize the justice of a general levy, and act 
accordingly ; the next spring it is repudiated and levies are made on sub* districts. 
One Board in this county last spring, ordered special taxes levied on two sub- 
districts, for building purposes ; but smce the treasurer has received his duplicate, 
resolutions of the same Board passed at their fall meeting, were forwarded to him 
declariDg it iniquitous and unjust, and requesting him not to collect it. 

Last spring more than the usual number of special taxes were ordered by town- 
ship Boards ; but few however were placed on the duplicate ; some being ior fuel, 
others, small amounts, for repairs, &c.; which where clearly illegal, I struck out 
and others agam were not levied because no returns were made of the names of 
tax-payers, or plats of sub-districts. My inference therefore is, that from the 
number of special taxes reported; the liability of Boards to undo what more judi- 
cious ones have already done, and the expressed determination of others not to 
adhere to the law that we are but slowly if at all approaching the time when 
through the action of the twenty-third section, township assessments wiU be just 
and proper. 



167 

3d. The care and labor imposed by this section, is confined principally 1o 
county auditors, and is greatly increased by the imperfections and errors in plats 
and names of tax*payers returned, each error becoming the subject of complaint 
from one or the other of the parties. 

4th. To this I most emphatically reply, it does. 

5th. Public sentiment is now aecidedly in favor of good houses, and we will 
have them as fast as they can consistently be built ; as far as my information 
extends however, it is but just to say, we have better houses built under township, 
than under sub-district levies. 

6th. I think the operation of the twenty -third section does hinder the establish- 
mojit of graded and central hiorh schools, for . the following reasons : It being a 
principal source of strife and ill feeling, not only among members of the Board, 
but the people, that unity of feeling, harmony of action, and liberality of sentiment, 
80 essential to the success of a measure of the kind is destroyed ; more especially 
the latter, which is the distinguishing feature in our present system. 

I regret that I have not tiqpie and opportunity of consulting some of the more 
intelligent school officers of the county, or of preparing more carefully the answers to 
your questions. I believe however the feeling expressed above is general. If 
the twenty-third section had never been introduced there would have been less 
grumbling, and likely less injustice to, than with it If suffered to remain its spirit 
will be disregarded by many, and it will still continue to serve as a cover for 
evading the spirit of the law. 

, Respectfully, 

H. H. SWALLOW, AudUar. 



Auditob's Oftiok, Mbboer Co., \ 
Celina, Oct 16, 1867. J 

Hon. A. Smyth, Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Sir : Your circular of the 8 th, inst, is before me. In reply I answer your 
interrogatories as follows : 

1st The operation of section 23 has to some extent tended to the levying of 
the taxes generally upon the township. 

2d. Judging from the past, and my knowledge of its operation for the four 

J ears, I feel assured in saying that all is accomplished under section 23 that can 
e in this county. 
3d. The labors imposed by this section have been onerous and perplexing to 
auditors and township officers. 

4th. It has been the cause of much strife and contention between township 
Boards and local directors, into which auditors are frequently drawn. 

5th. I believe the repeal of this section would improve the condition of school 
houses in this county. 

6th. The operation of this section no doubt hinders the establishment of graded 
and high schools in this county. 

Notwithstanding the former auditor and myself have opposed these special 
assessments, yet there are some of the townships that will submit> and send in, and 
we are obliged to charge. On the present duplicate, we have one township with 
three of the sub -districts charged. 

BespectfuUy, 

G. W. RANDABAUGH, Auditor. 



Auditoe's OvwiCE, Miami Co., 
Troy, Oct. 14, 1867. 

A, Smyth, Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Dear Sib : In reply to your circular of Oct Stih, I would answer as fc^ows : 

1st. No. 

2d. In perhaps two townships it would ; outside of those it would not. 

3d. It increases their labors. 

4th. In some localities, yes. 

5th. Do not know that it would. 

6th. Think not. 

Respectfully yours, 

E. N. H0A6LAND, AudUor. 



Auditor's Office, Monroe Co., 0., 
Wood^M, Oct. 15, 1857. 

A» Smith, Commistwner of Common Schools, 

Dear Sir : In reply to the questions in your circular of October 8^ I would 
answer as follows : 

1. Has the operation of section S3, during the past four years, tended to bring 
the several sub-districts into a condition such as to render Unumshi]^ assessments, 
for the purposes named, more just and propeir than they previously would have 
been? 

Answer. No. 

2. Judging from the past, is it your opinion that the continued existence of this 
section would tend to bring the several sub-districts into a condition such as to 
render, within a few years, township assessments, for all school purposes, more 
just and proper than at present T 

Answer. No. , 

3. Does the operation of this section impose onerous cares upon the various 
school officers in counties, townships and sub-districts ? 

Answer. Tes. 

4. Is the operation of this section promotive of strife and bfttemess between 
Township Boards and Local Directors, and between the inhabitants of different 
sub-districts ? 

Answer. Yes. 

5. Is it your opinion that the repeal of this section would lead to an improved 
condition of school-houses in your respective counties ? 

Answer. Yes. 

6. Is it your opinion that the operation of this section hinders the establish- 
ment of Graded Schools, and Central High Schools, such as are provided for in 
sections 20 and 21 of the general school law ? 

Answer. It does. Bespectfully yours, 

J. S. HOLLIDAY 

Auditor Monroe County. 
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I Auditob's OFnox, Montgombrt Co., 

Dayton, Ohio, Oct 26» 1867. 

4 

A, Smyth, Stats Schoci Cammisiioner, Columiusp 0., 

Dbab Sir : In your circular of the 8th inst., you propound six questions, and 
I (in haste) reply to them, as folFows, to wit : 

Ist. I do not think it has ; for the reason that some districts have erected 
school-houses at a much greater cost than others ; the School Boards having 
entirely lost sight of the true object of said section, and permitted districts to build 
their houses at a cost to suit themselves ; with the result, that some have j erected 
fine houses, costing from 91,600 to $2,000, while the adjoining district erected 
theirs at a cost of not over $600 or $800, and in both cases by a district tax. 

2d. Yes ; for the reason, that, in the different townships of this county there 
has been a number of school-houses erected since the existence of said section, 
and there remains yet, in every township, some districts to erect school-houses. 
It would be unfair to impose a tax on the sub -districts that have erected houses 
at their own cost, for the benefit of those wishing to do so. 

3d. It does. A farther reply is unnecessary, as you are familiar with the 
course to be pursued. 

4th. It is. A^eat many districts have claimed the right to have all taxes 
for wood, repairs, ^o., levied on the district, while others insist on all school, 
school -house and other taxes to be levied on the township ; hence they are always 
at war with each other. 

5th.. As before stated, we have a number of good school-houses in this county, 
as also a number of poor ones; and I therefore answer yes, to this question, for the 
reason that if the districts having poor houses can have good ones, at the expense 
of the township, £hey most certainly will. 

6th.-^ It is not. ♦ 

Hopmg the foregeing may be as required, I am sir, in haste. 

Host truly yours, <fec., 

D. H. DRTDEN, 
Auditor Montgomery co. 



Auditor's 'Ofticb, Mt. Oilead, ) 
Morrow Co., 0., October 22, 1867. J 

A, Smyih, JSsg.p Columbus, Ohio, 

DxABT Sir : Your circular of the 8th inst., came to hand. For answer to ques- 
tion No. 1, 1 think not, and that the law, or section 23, had as well not be altered. 

Question No. 2. I'Ahikthe continued existence of section 23, for a few years, 
until the school houses are all built, and the sub-districts more permanently estab- 
lished ; and then, perhaps, township assesssmeilb^forall school purposes would 
answer. 

Question No. 3. I think not so much care and trouble as formerly. When 
I came into office, some three years since, they made sub-district levies for nearly 
everything — fuel, repairs, &c. ; but I have explained to them, until they have now 
in most of the townsnips quit that practice, and now only levy on sub-districts for 
building, in whole, or in part, for school-houses, and the smaller levies on the 
township. 

Question 4. I think not. 

Question 6. I think not. 

Question 6. . I think not. 

Yours, <hc., 

JOHN SHUNS, Auditor. 
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Auditor's Officb, ZAnrssviLLE^ 
November 19, 1867. 

A, Smythf Esq., State OommUsioner of Common Schools : 

Sir : I answer your interrogatories in circular of 8th ultimo, as follows : 

1st. I very much doubt whether the operation of section 23 has tended to 
bring the several Sub-Districts into such condition as to render Township assess- 
ments more just and proper than they otherwise would have been. 

2d. I do not believe that the continued existence of that section will tend to 
bring the Sub -Districts into a better condition for substituting Township assess- 
ments for all school purposes. 

3d. The duties imposed upom County Auditors by this section are extremely 
onerous, and I will add, almost without compensation. The burden is also serious 
upon Township oflScers, particularly Township Clerks. 

4th. I have but little information respecting this query ; but have reason to 
believe that much strife and bitterness is engendered by the operations of this 
section. 

5th. I am fully persuaded that improvement would take place in the condition 
of school houses if the twenty-third section were repealed. 

6th. I can give no opinion on the subject of this query. 

Yery respectfully, B. VAN HORNE, AudUar. 



Auditor's Office, Paulding, ) 

Paulding Co., 0., Nov. 1, 1867. J 

Dear Sir : In reply to the questions in your circular of the 8th of Oct., I would 
say in regard to the first question, that owinjg: to the recent settlement, and sparse- 
ness of the population of our county, the people have generally put up with their 
primitive log cabin school houses, and are consequently about on an equality in 
that respect; so that the twenty-third section of the School Law has had no occa- 
sion to be put in force except in one instance ; and therefore, so far as this county 
is concerned, the said section might as well be regaled. 

The foregoing remarks are deemed It sufficient answer to your second question. 

Your third and fourth questions can be better answered by older counties, 
where its practical operations have been more thoroughly tested. 

In regard to your fifth question, I would say that the repeal of the section in 
question would probably have no effect in this county, for reasons above stated. 
As to its operation in regard to the establishment of Graded Schools, &c., I would 
remark that it probably has no effect in this county, from the fact that it wo^iild be 
inexpedient at the present time, to establish Central High Schools, on account of 
the recent and sparse settlement of this county. Common Schools are now 
thought to be sufficient. Truly yours, 

B. L. WENTWORTH, County Auditor. 



Auditor's Office, Pikb Co., O., ) 
Piketon, Nov. 10, 1867. J 

Staie Commissioner of Common Schools: 

DxAR Sir : In reply to your circular of Oct. 8th : From the limited period that 
I have been in this office, my opportunities of observation have been limited ; but 
80 far they are decidedly in favor of the repeal of said twenty-third section of the 
School Law. 



\ 
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iBt. In the different Townships of this ceunty, the aim has been so to admin- 
ister said section as to make each Sub-District bear a fair proportion of the expense 
of erecting school houses, and this object is very nearly accomplished. 

2d. I can not see that any good can result from the longer continuance of the 
operation of said act. 

3d. It increases the difficulties that attend the performance of the duties of 
Boards of Education in Townships and Sub-Districts. 

. 4th. It frequently causes difficulties between the Township Boards of Educa- 
tion and the Sub-District Boards of Education. 

To the fifth inquiry, Yes, it would. 

And lastly, it throws a large amount of extra labor into this office, and that 
which is very difficult to perform. 

PRESLAY ADAMS, AudUor. 



Auditor's Otmok, Portagr Co., 0.,) 
Ravenna, Oct. 26, 1867. j" 
Slate Commissioner of Common Schools: 

Dear Sir: Youf circular to County Auditors, of the 8th inst , is before me. I 
reply to particulars in the order of inquiry : 

1st. It has when the spirit of the law has governed the Board of Education. 

2d. Its continued existence will do no good. In Townships where it has not 
already done its legitimate work, it will not until the Board of Education are actu- 
ated by other motives. 

3d. Most certainly. 

4th. I think it is. It fosters the spirit in the Local Directors of " this is my 
District.*' The idea that the Township is one, should and must prevail before we 
shall realize the full benefit of our excellent School Law. 

5th. From some observation, I believe it would. 

6th. My opinion is that when the Board of Education, made up of local Sub- 
District Directors, shall embrace the idea that the Township is one School District^ 
Graded and Central High Schools will be provided for more largely than now, or 
than will be while this law is in force, which tends to foster the opposite. 

Very respectfully yours, H. L. CARTER, Auditor. 



Auditor's Office, Ptttnam Couktt, Ohio, ) 

December 10, 1867. J 
A. Smyth, State Commissioner of Common Schools : 

DxAR iR : Owing to the press of business, I have not been able to reply to 
your circular of October 8, until the present time. In reply, I would say that 
the repeal of Section 23 of the School Law is much desired, as special taies are 
assessed in more or less of the Townships every year, under the provisions of the 
section above referred to. The labor imposed upon the Auditor by the (tperaticms 
of Section 23, is difficult and perplexing. Neighborhood broils, and Sub- District 
quarrels are to some extent the result of the operations of said 'Section 23, for the 
last two years. I am decidedly of the opinion that the repeal of Section 23, of 
the present School Law, will lead to an improved condition of school-houses in 
this County I have taken pains to inquire of several school officers, throughout 
this county, and it is the general wish that the twenty- third section be repealed. 
As for Central or High Schools, there are none in this county, consequently Sec. 
tion 23^as no influence. Respectfully yours, 

J. H. SMITH, AudHor. 
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Auditob's OvFicSf Ross CowTY, Ohio, 
, Chillicothe, October 29, 1867. 

A. Smyih,^ Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Sir: Your circular of Oct. 8, 1857, in regard to tlie operation of tbe twenty- 
third section of the General School Law, was duly received. My time having 
been but short in this office (less than eight months), I have waited to learn all I 
could in relation to the matter before giving you an answer, within the time lim- 
ited (1st Nov.); and now answer in accordance with the best information I could 
obtain, and my own judgment in the matter. 

In answer to your first question — " Has the operation of Section 23, during the 
past four years, tended to bring the several Sub- Districts into a condition ^such as 
to render TovmsTiip assessments, for purposes named, more just and proper than 
they previously would have been?" 

I would say, it has not ; for the reason that in much the largest portion of the 
Sub-Districts the tax levied for the erection of school-houses has been expended 
in patching up their old ones ; and they are no better now than they were four 
years ago. 

2d. " Judging from the past, is it your opinion that the continued existence of 
this section would tend to bring the several Sub -Districts into a condition such as 
to render, within a few years. Township assessments, for all school purposes, more 
just and proper than at present V 

Answer. I think not. Some few Sub-Districts have provided themselves with 
good and permanent houses. It is possible that others may eventually do so, if 
they are given time enough to suit their own views in the matter. 

3d. ** Does the operation of this section impose onerous cares upon the various 
school officers in Counties, Townships, and Sub-Districts V* 

Answer. It does : and is much complained of. 

4th. ^<Is the operation of this section promotive of strife and bitterness between 
Township Boards and Local Directors, and between the inhabitants of different 
Sttb-Districts ?" 

Answer. From the best information I could obtain, it has had that effect in 
this County. 

5th. "Is it your opinion that the repeal of this section would lead to an 
improved condition of school-houses in your respective Counties V* 

Answer. By giving the Board of Education the power to levy a sufficient tax 
on the whole Township, and to expend it where most needed, it is my opinion it 
would. 

6th. '*Is it your opinion that the operation of this section hinders the establish- 
ment of Graded Schools, and Central High Schools, such as are provided for in 
Sections 20 and 21 of the Penetral School Law V* 

Answer. It is my opinion it does, founded upon the best information I have 
been enabled to obtain on the subject. 

Very respectfully, yours, 

M. H. SKERBJ3T, 
AudUar of Boss CourUif, Ohio. 



DxAB Sir : To your inquiries, I would answer — 
Fiist. Decidedly in the affirmative. 
Second. Also in the affirmative. 



Auditor's Office, Stare Couxttt, } 
Canton, October 22d, 1857. ( 
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Third. It doea most assuredly impose onerous cares upon such officers, 
especially upon the County Auditors. ' 

Fourth. It is to a considerable extent. 

Fifth. I can not say that its repeal would lead to an improved condition of 
school-houses. Thisr is a matter which will be regulated by the wants of the 
pubUc at any rate. As to the repeal of Section 23, 1 would, on some accounts, 
desire it immediately ; but on other grounds, I tbink it perhaps better policy to 
continue its operation for a few years yet, until the various Sub-Districts are 
supplied with good school-houses. 

Sixth. I can not say that I tbink it hinders the establishment of such schools, 
neither do I think it has a tendency to promote them. I think this matter would 
not be affected pro or con by its repeal. 

H. COCK, 
AudUor of Stark County^ 



Auditor's Office, Summit Co 0., 
Akron, October 28, 1867. 
Bim. A. Smyth : 

Dear Sir : Your circular of the 8th, desiring information as to the operation of 
Seciion 23 of the School Law is before me ; and I give you briefly my views in 
answer to your questions : 

1st. I hardly know, and yet my firm belief is, that Township assessments would 
have been as just and proper upon the passage of the law, as at the present time, 
with perhaps some few exceptions. 

2d. I can not believe that it would. In my opinion, it is a nice point to decide, 
whether a District has been taxed equally with all other Districts in the Township, 
and whether justice and equity, (fee. 

3d. The operation of this section is the cause of much trouble to County 
Auditors and Township Clerks, It is difficult to get the names of resident tax- 
payers, and also an accurate map of the District. We had a case of a man own- 
ing a large farm, being taxed two years in succession, in a wrong District. It 
caused considerable feehng. He was a non-resident. I have had a variety 
of cases which I will not enumerate. 

4th. It is apt to promote unpleasant feelings, I think, for men will differ in 
opinion ; and a poor District wants as good a house as a rich one, and in order to 
have it, they must pay twice or three times as much tax. 

6th. Taken as a whole, I think it would ; for there would be uniformity at 
least ; and as a tax to build one or two houses, would be comparatively light on a 
Township, the tendency would be to build better houses, for the argument would 
be, we might as well have a good house as a poor one, the difference will be 
trifling to us, and our neighbors will have a good one any how ; and then there 
will be a disposition to build good houses. 

6th. It is not my opinion, though such may be the case in some counties. 

Yours with respect, 
I C. B. BERNARD, 

County Auditor* 



Auditor's Offiok, Tuscarawas County,) 
New Philadelphia, October 22, 1867. [ 
A. Smyth, Esq. 

Sir : I herewith return your circular of the 8th inst., relative to the repeal of 
the twenty-third section of the school law. 1 have written at the end of each 
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question my answer to the same, believing that to be the most available in the 
event you may find it necessary to bring the matter directly before the Legisla- 
ture. ^ ^ ^ ' 

1. Hps the operation of section 2S» during the past four years, tended to bring 
the several sub-districts into a condition such as to render township assessments, 
for the purposes named, more just and proper Uian they previously would have 

been ? 

I think not. 

2. Judging from the past, is it your opinion that the continued existence of 
this section would tend to bring the several sub-districts into a condition such as 
to render, within a few years, township assessments^ for all school purposes, more 
just and proper than at present ? 

No. 

3. Does the operation of this section impose onerous cares upon the various 
school officers in counties, townships and sub-districts ? 

Yes. 

4. Is the operation of this section promotive of strife and bitterness between 
township boards and local directors, and between the inhabitants of different sub- 
districts ? 

Yes. 

5. Is it your opinion that the repeal of this section would lead to an improved 
condition of school houses in your respective counties ? 

Yes, most certainly. 
' 6. Is it your opinion that the operation of this section hinders the establishment 
of Graded Schools, and Central High Schools, such as are provided for in sections 
80 and 21 of the General School Law ? 
No opinion. Respectfully yours, 

PHILIP UHRICH, Auditor. 
Tuscarawas couniy, 0, 



Auditor's Office, Vak Wbet Co., O., ) 
Van Wbrt, October 26, 1867, S 

A. Smy% Commissioner of Common Schools, 

Sir : Yours of the 8th was received, and in answer I would say. 

1st. The operation of the twenty- third section of the school law in this county, 
has not brought the sub-districts into such a condition as to render a township as- 
sessment more just or proper than they previously would have been. 

2d. I think within a few years, the sub- districts will be in such a condition as 
to render township assessments more just and proper. 

3d. It imposes a great deaj of labor on the Auditor when there is none but 
special taxes levied for fuel and repairing, which is generally done in this county. 

4th. It has in many instances been promotive of strife between Township 
Boards and Local Directors, and also between inhabitants of sub districts. 

5th. I think the repeal of this section would lead to an improved condition of 
school houses. 

6th. I do not think that the operation of this section hinders the establishment 
of Graded Schools. Yours respectfully, 

H. ROBINSON, Auditor. 
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Attditob's OFnoB> Willums Co., O.J 
Bxyan, October 19, 1867. J. 

A* Smythy' Commissioner of Common Schools, 

Dbar Sir: I have answered your interrogatories as follows : 

1. Has the operation of section 23» during the past four years, tended to bring 
the several sub-districts into a condition such as to render tovmship assessments, 
for the purposes named, more just and proper than they previously would have 
been ? 

Answer. No. * 

2. Judging from the past, is it your opinion that the continued existence of 
this section would tend to bring the several sub-districts into a condition such as 
to render, within a (qw years, township assessments, for all school purposes, vmore 
just and proper than at present ? 

Answer. No. ' 

3. Does the operation of this section impose onerous cares upon the various 
school officers in counties, townships and sub-districts ? 

Answer. Yes. 

4. Is the operation of this section promotive of strife and bitterness between 
Township Boards and Lo<ial Directors, and between the inhabitants of different 
sub-districts ? 

Answer. I think so. 

6. Is it your opinion that the repeal of this section would lead to an improved 
condition of school houses in your respective counties ? 

Answer.. I don't know. 

6. Is it your opinion that the operation of this section hinders the establish- 
ment of Graded Schools, and Central High Schools, sueh as are provided for in 
sections 20 and 2t of the general school law ? 

Answer. I can't say. 

I hope you will lay the matter before the Legislature. I should hate done so 
next winter. In one township in this county there are four special taxes, each 
910 00, $10 00, 910 00, and $6 00, in all $36 00. The section operates as a 
perfect bore on the Auditor, and continually gets worse in this county. 

Respectfully, F. M. CASE, Auditor. 



Auditor's Ofpicb, Wood Co., 0., > 
Perry sburg, Nov'r 3, 1857. \ 
A, Smyths Esq. 

DsAR Sir : In answer to the interrogatories of October 8th, I would answer 
briefly, as follows : 
1st. I tbink it has. 

* 

2d. I do not think it would. 

3d. It does on the County Auditor. 

4th. I have known several cases where it has been. 

6th. It might lead to an improved condition of houses, and the repeal would 
probably save much strife and bitterness between Township Boards and the in- 
habitants of sub-districts. 

6th. I think it has no effect pro or con on the establishing of Central Schools 
in our county. ' Respectfully yours, 

JAMES W. ROSS, AudUor. 



EXTRACTS 

OF 



COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNTY SCHOOL EXAMINERS. 



ATHENS COUNTY. 

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER FROM A OANDIDATE, ETC. 

** School Exaimnors of ' County Ohio 
With Pleasure 
Can Say that I am well I Have ingaged a School a bout amile from 



and think of Commensing Kext Mond^ay I wish you to send me a Sertifieate if 
you Can possible But I Dont Expect one ior a greate Lenth of time as I think I 
Stood a very Poor Examination on acount of bein^ out of Practice but think you 
will give me one For fore or Six months as it will Save me of Some Trouble to 
Come a gain I Beceived one Surtifficate in thisfState a bout three years a go and 
Tout one quarter, Since that time Haye Bin Teaching in Iowa until last Pall, 
Then went Then went to Sohool at ■ Ohio one Quarter, and a Reader of 

Ohio Journal with this Litle Experiance Would feel very Sorey if Should fail 
withith Success Pleas Bite as Sune as you git this' to „ O 

^ Tours Very Eiespectfuly 



BUTLER COUNTY. 

Hamilton, Ohio, Oct. 6, 1857. 
Bon. A. Smyth, Usq., State Commissioner of Common /Schools: 

Dear Sir : In addition to the within report, permit me to make a few remaiks* 
The frequent change of teacheijs is not only a great evil to the schools, but it is 
also a source of much additional labor to us. Few of those examined last year are 
now in the county ; others are filling their places,, many of whom are strangers, 
without experience, unacquainted with the customs and manners of the people, and 
the dispositions and capacities of those committed to their care ; and on account 
of these changes, we have a greater number of teachers in attendance, at every 
meeting of the Board, than we can properly examme. ' 

We meet regularly on the first Saturday of every month, and spend the whole 
day faithfully in the performance of our duty. It has been the constant aim of our 
Board to elevate the character of the teacher, — to encourage the youttg in the 
Prbfession, and to raise, as fast as possible, the scale of qualification, by examin- 
ing every applicant as thoroughly as time and other circumstances will permit. 
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* 

We find oar teachers more deficient in Orthography, meaning of words, and 
^Penmanships than in Arithmetic, and the other branches npon which they are 
-examined. 

Daring the last few years, many excellent and well qaalified teachers, who 
love their Profession, have been forced to abandon it, because their salaries have 
been inadequate to maintain their families, on account of the price of provisions. 

EVAN DAVIES, Clerk. 



CHAMPAIGN COUNTY. 

*' The love which sorviyes the tomb ui^ one of the noblest attributes of the soul. 
If it' has its woes, it has likewise its delights ; and when the overwhelming^ burst 
of grief ^ is calmed into the gentle tear of recollection ; when the sudden anguish^ 
and couYulsire agany^ oyer the present ruins of aW that^ we most loved^^ ii 
softened^ ^ away^ ^ into pensive meditation on all thcU^ ' it was in the days of its 
loveliness, who would root out suc^ a sorrow^ ^ from the heart V* 

This is taken from McGufifey's Fifth Beader, 111th lesson and second verse, and 
the words italicized and numoered were selected for an apj>licant to parse, the re- 
aolt of which was as follows : 

1. "Is" — verb, agrees with its noun, *'tomb." 

2. a lt"-:-rel. pron., third, plural. 

3. ** Overwhelming'* — adj,", qualifies *' grief." 

4. " Grief" — noun, obj., gov. by "burst," * 

5. " Anguish" — noun, obj., gor. by " the." 

6. " Agony" — noun, obj., gov. by " convulsive." 

7. " All" — adjective, modifies " ruins." 

8. ** That" — relative pron.; relates to ruins ; obj., gov. by ^* of." 

9. ** Loved" — trans, verb ; terminates on ^* ruins." 

10. *' Is softened" — intrans. verb, obj., gov. by " loved." 

11. *• Away" — adverb ; modifies " pensive." 

12. " That"— rel. pron ; obj., gov. by " on." 

13. ** Sorrdw" — noun ; obj.. gov. by "a." 

The young gentleman, when he ascertained that the Board entertained, some 
dbiibls as to his ability to teach English Grammar, intimated that we had, inten- 
tionally, selected something very dilQ&cult to parse ; but in order to satisff^ Um 
that such was not the case, we suggested that he might select a sentence himself 
and parse it. He selected the poem, beginning — 

** Be^ wUe' to-day;^ 'tis* madness^ to defer — 
Next day^ the^ idAxX precedeni^ willplead,**^ &c., 

and below we give his rendering of it, numbered as before : 

1. " Be" — verb, ind., third, sing., agrees with noun " to-day." 

2. " Wise"— adj., belongs to " to-day." 

3. " To-day" — ^noun, obj., gov. by " be wise" together. 

4. " 'Tis" — introductory expletive. 

6. ''Madness" — ^noun, obj., gov. by "is." 

6. " Day" — ^noim, obj., gov. by "next." 

7. " The" — adjective, belongs to ** precedent." 

8. ** Precedent" — noun, obj., gov. by ** the." 

9. " Will plead" — verb, having " precedent" for noun." 

12 — SOilOOL REP. 
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An applicant for a certificate to teach, some time Sigo, perpitraied the followiii^ 
in Simple Diyision : 

Second effort, as follows ? 

1«)1728(142 12)1728ri4« 

12 • 

— 122 
92. 48 
48 

708 

1408 24 

24 _ 

— 32 

32 ~ 
"* Also : 

1.2)1.728 



364 



8. K FORREST, Clerk of Board. 



CLERMONT COtTNTT. 

BxTkrUf Clermont Co.^ 0., Oct. 1, 1857. 
A. Smyth ^ Commissioner of Common Schools. 

Dea^ 'Sib : The amount paid to Examiners, you will observe, is marked un-i 
known. This is in consequence of the irregularity of the members of Board in 
their attendance upon the meetings. And whenever they are absent of course 
they draw no pay. Besides, the Clerk of the Board draws extra pay for his extra 
labor. 

It is a difficult matter to retain efficient men in the Board, to perform^ all the 
duties for the very meager compensation. Prof Carter, of Felicity, has been a 
working member m the Board for some time past, but resigned in consequence of 
the sacrifice of time and money required in his attendance upon the regular meet^ 
ings. He resides some twenty miles from the centre of the county where we most 
generally hold our meetings, and his expenses far exceed his per diem of $1.60. 
For example — Prof. Stevens' expenses at the first meeting of the Board, after his 
appointment, were some 94.00, while he received in return therefor one dollar and 
a half. This should be remedied. It is difficult, exceedingly, to get three good 
men from the county seat to officiate as Examiners. We want those who are en* 
listed in the cause of education. And if men are chosen from the extremes of the 
county, as it generally is the case with us, or has been for many years past, their 
traveling expenses amount to more than their income. Last fall the Board issued 
circulars in the form of petitions, to every county in the State, calling upon the 
Examiners in each comity to use their influence in sending these petitions, with all 
the names they could secure, to the office of the State Commissioner, and through 
him to appeal to the Legislature for amendments to our school law in this respect. 
But they seemed to have availed nothing as yet. What mfluence it has had I am 
unable to observe. The per diem of Examiners should not make the office a lu- 
crative one, but an honorable and safe investment, so that good men should not be 
compelled to abandon it in order to be relieved of a burthensome tax. 

I cannot close this communication without giving an UluBtration of the character 
of some of our ''illustrious fathers'' in the cause of education in our county. 
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While due deference should &t all times be paid to those who have growti grey in 
the senricei and are left in the rear by the onward progress of Young America, I 
shall not consider it out of place to mention one instance of a teacher of the ** old 
style/' the oldest teacher in our county. At our last meeting in September, he 
endeavored to argue the Board iiUo ike belief th&t the yerb ''say'' in a certain sen- 
tence was an adjectire. But upon a certain other examination, the following sen- 
tence was giyen him to parse: ''George Washington, the father of his country." 
He commenced by saying that G^rge Washington was an "irregular, active^ in* 
transitive verb, indicative mood, present tense, and was governed by the father of 
his country," and closed with the declaration that "it had been a long time since 
he had looked at his Grammar, and hoped that if he made any mistakes that the 
gentlemen would excuse him." This very man has been teaching some forty 
years in this county; but he has not, I believe, received a certificate for teaching 
grammar under the present school law. The teachers of Clermont county, as a 
class, stand No. 1 in their profession. Yours, &c., 

G, W. HULICK, 
CUfk of Bwird of Sthod Examiner e^ Qermoni Couniff, 0. 



FAIRFIELD COUNTY. 

We are fully resolved upon determining the grade of each applicant's qualifica- 
tion, and term of commission to a considerable extent at least, by his knowledge 
of the English language, manifested by his reading and definitions. 

Our teachers are all advised of this, and urffed to read good standards, and 
avail themselves of such helps as may in general advance them in their knowledge 
of the English language, and lead them to the primary as well as derived mean- 
ing of woms. We believe that teachers generally are very deficient in the denart- 
ment of definition, and think that all Boards should gradually adopt the above 
plan, in order to stimulate our teachers, and rectify this great evil. Our efforta 
as a Board, in this particular, have, we think, proved successful to a great extent; 
for we find our teachers giving more attention to this department now than for- 
merly. Their general intelligence and scholarship are thus greatly advanced. 
They are led to see that thoroughness and finish are essentially requisite. And 
they begin to realize, we think, how much a^ extensive knowledge of the English 
language has to do with a real comprehension of many things in all depart* 
ments of knowledge and instruction. 

We were much amused some time agp, when asking a teacher the meaning of 
the word "royal." He replied, "why, it means something delicious, as a royal 
apple." This is but an example among many, where the current and even per- 
verted meaning of a word is given, in the absence of even the remotest idea in the 
mind of the teacher as to the primary and true meaning. 

We may, however, confidently say that our teachers are improying in this and 
everj department. The standard must be elevated still more, and teachers must 
receive a higher remuneration. Teaching must become more and more a business^ 
and the position and usefulness of the teacher estimated bi/ patrons according to 
their excellence. BespectfuUy submitted, 

J. F. REINMUND, Clerk of Board. 



HOCKING COUNTY. 

I could perhaps be more specific were it convenient, but it being neither a work 
of love nor duty to fill your circular at all, as no one but Skfool would get up such 
a document^ I put answers in part. 
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Our schools have been much improved in regard to the matter and manner of 
instruction, tho' there is great room yet for improvement. It seems where the 
common school influence is simply practical people acquire the firt of reading only, 
and never more reading a book they have more of natural integrity and virtue 
than those whose minds are polluted with the curious compound of intellectual 
wickedness coupled with the power of virtue ; in other words, in this country the 
1>est men are those who can not read nor write at aU, while the worst men the 
most thorough paced Theologues. We think it worth tohile to h(^e {or Sk hMer 
state of things. The wild promise held out by Young America like the Lion's 
whelp, gives small rootn/or any hope; but time will tell better. J. R. G. 



JACKSON COUNTY. 

JxoESOs, Ohio, Sept. 28, 1857. 
JBon. A, Smyth : 

D^AR Sir : There has been a great, a manifest improvement in the Teachers 
of our county, and our people are now more than ever attached to their Common 
School System. Respectfully, 

J. W. LONGBON. 



JEFFERSON COUNTY. 

ffon, A. Smyth, Commissioner of Common Schools : 

Sir: Accompanying the Report from this Board, which you request, the 
following is respectfully submitted : 

The present Board of School Exammers for Jefferson County, are practical 
Teachers, were appointed in April, 1853, and have been continued by re-appoint- 
ment to the present time. 

For the accommodation of candidates for examination, three places of meeting 
for that purpose have been selected. 

Literary and moral tests constitute the principal ones to which candidates are 
subjected. 

Answers in writing to printed questions prepared for each meeting, on Arith- 
metic, English Grammar and Geography, written without aid in presence of the 
Board, designated by the number of the applicant, and given in beiore withdrawal 
from the room ; spelling and defining selected words in writing ; examination in 
penmanship, composition and taste ; oral spelling and reading, with such oral 
examination as circumstances permit; constitute the literary tests appBed to 
applicants for certificates. 

In all cases« and upon every renewal of application, a certificate of good moral 
character, including strictly temperate habits, signed by some known responsible 
person and of recent date, is required, and is the principal moral test employed, 
Practical Teachers furnish evidence from the Directors, with whom last employed 
of ability to govern a school well, and such as have no experience, furnish a certifi- 
cate of presumptive qualifications from their Teachers. 

In the preparation of questions, two principles govern — 

1st. That nothing ihore abstruse than the plain prmciples of the branch of 
science demand, be admitted. 

2d. That the questions as individuals and as a whole, be so simple that per« 
sons failing to answer the whole correcUy, in the time given, and with the advan- 
tages afforded, may be fairly presumed to lack the necessary qualifications for 
teaching. 

That the literary test, however, may be unmistakably reasonable in point of 
lowness, the practice is to consider all who answer more HiHn/our'tenths in each 
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branch correctly, as having literary qualifications for teaching. For the benefit « 
of whom it may concern, an explanation of the scale on which certificates are 
granted, accompanies each. 

Examinations, in all cases begin promptly at nine A. M., from which, until half 
past eleven, is given for writing out an application and solving the questions in 
Arithmetic. CuriDg this lime the names of candidates are taken, their number • 
announced, and some requested to read. Half an hour is appropriated to the 
spelling and defining of from ten to twenty words ; also, in writing, when the meet- 
ing is adjourned to one P. M., and the afternoon devoted to English GFrammar» 
Qeography, Reading and such oral examination as may be found convenient. 

The lists of questions are numbered so as to secure their return, and those on 
Arithmetie submitted' separately. 

The classification of certificates grows out of the following arrangements : all 
who are found possessed of the requisite qualifications in other respects, who 
answer one-half of the questions in each branch, correctly, are classed, qtiaVJied 
to teach and considered entitled to a certificate for mne months; all who answer six- 
tenths, to one for twelve moAt?i8 ; all answering seven-tenths^ as before, are classed 
Fairly Qualified, and receive one for fifteen months ; ei^ht-tenths, eighteen months. 
Each answering nine-tenths or more, and who is a Professional Teacher, is classed 
Well Qualified, and receives one for tv)o years* 

Persons occasionally fail in the attempt to answer correctly five-tenths of thet 
questions. This under circumstances of such peculiar hardship as to constitute • 
exceptional cases. Proper ones, from time time, are classed peculiar, and certifi* . 
cates granted for less time than that of the lowest Qrade, mostly for six manJths. 
From the benefit or injury, however, of this arrangement, applicants who have 
never held a certificate from this Board are excluded. 

With these explanations, the results of nine consecutive examinations, viz : from 
the 30th 0/ August, 1856, to the 30th of August, 1857, are submitted : 
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To give necessary time for careful inspection, all written answers on a braneh» 
distinguished only by a number, are submitted to one member, who examines the 
whole and reports at a future meeting. A minute of these reports is kept by the 
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Clerk, as well as a formal record of every transaction of the Board, with a dttpli- 
cate of every certificate issued. 

Herewith are submitted a blank Certificate and Duplicate, — Marked " A,''-— 
taken from the current volume ; a Sheet, — ^marked *\B," — ^from the Minute Book 
in use ; a Copy, — Marked " C," — of the Begulations laid on each applicuit's desk 
at examination, and a copy of questions, — Marked "D,"'— which have been used. 

By order of the Board of School Examiners of Jefferson County. 

JACOB N. DESELLEM, Clerk. 

SisuBBifviLLX, Oct. 20, 1857. 



LICKING COUNTY. 

Newark, LioBiNa Co ,) 
Sept. 23, 1867. f 

J9b9. A. Smyth, StcUe Commissioner of PuhUc Schools : 

We herewith transmit to you our report, and we believe the statistics which we 
report, (with one slight exception) are exact. Our records have not in aU cases 
shown the names or sex of those needed. The number of these is exact, and the 
mumber and sex of each class of those who have received certificates, are given 
accurately from our register. We have given a very few certificates for periods of 
9, 15 and 20 months, (not more than twelve in all,) and these I have included in 
the ''report" under the head of 12, 18 and 24 months respectively. We believe 
the method of conductiDg examinations in writing, enables the examiners to judge 
far more accurately of the qualifications of a candidate, than from an oral examina- 
tion. The accurate examination of a large number of manuscripts require much 
labor, but we believe competent men can be found who will faithfully discharge 
the duty. It wpuld be impossible for us to examine orally in one day 160 cand- 
idates, and obtain any accurs^te knowledge of their qualifications: We have 
endeavored to keep our standard a little in advance of ''public opinion,'* and have 
been greeted with some complaints on this account, but are gratified to observe a 
marked improvement in the qualifications of candidates. But few now apply who 
are entirely destitute of the first elements of an English education. 

ALEX. DUNCAN, President. 

GEORGE S. MILLS, Secretary. 



PERRY COUNTY. 

The foregoing estimate is based on the number of applicatipns for certificates 
whether by the same person or not several of the candidates having been exam- 
ined more than once auripg the year. 

We prefer oral questions to written ones, believing this method to be much the 
best ; and for the purpose of keeping, the teachers awake to their duty by bring- 
ing them frequently before the Board. We have not as yet given any certificates 
for a longer period than twelve months. 

From the manifest improvement made by teachers of this county under our 
method of conducting the examinations and our practice of limiting each certificate 
as to time according to the ability of the candidate for examination, we think they 
will in a short time compare favorably with those of any other county in the State. 
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PICKAWAY COUNTY. 

We find that our teachers are more deficient in Geograpliy and Grammar than 
in the other branches usually taught in our common schools. But few of them 
can parse readilf . Many of th<5 teachers lack general information, for example 
we nave frequently had teachers to come before us who were voters and wno 
could not tell how the President was elected, and how many XT. S. senators from 
each State, how they were elected, and what was the term of their office, dJsc. If 
ihey kad never seen a work on civil polity, they could have learned that mucb 
from the newspapers of the day. Our standard of qualification is not as high yet 
as it ought to be, but we are endeavoring to elevate it by degrees. We thought 
it best not to raise it too high at once, m by so doing, we would have prevented 
many districts from obtaining teachers. The teachers who reside permanently in 
this county and who have consequently been before us several times, have made 
great improvement, very nearly 60 per cent, since their first examination under 
the present law. There is still however, much room for improvement. 

S. A. LUTZ, Secretary. 



PORTAGE. 

The first part of the year certificates were given for 9, 16 and 16 months ; Me 
now give only for 6, 12, 18 and S4 months. We examine in par^ by printed anA 
in part by oral questions. We make each examination according to quality 6, 4, 
3, 2, 1. The total or perfect examinations in all branches, reading, writing, gi;am- 
mar, arthmetic and geography is 26 ; 23 entitles to a 24 months' certificate ; 19 
to a certificate for 18 months ; 16 for 12 months ; 13 for six months. When a 
candidate falls below 13 as the total of his marks, he js rejected. We put these 
marks upon his certificate to show wherein he is deficient. 

We find a great deficiency in reading, showing that too littl« attention is given 
to that most important branch of education. Grammar is frequently begun too 
y^ng and never understood. We hold examinations only at the county seat, 
except at teachers' institutes. The cost is more than our receipts, where expense 
of horse hire is deducted. We license more teachers than we nave schools. 

I think that If each person who, asks an examination was required to pay 50 
cents, and examiners were required to hold examinations at several places in the 
county, it would cost both the pupils and the county less, and that more satlsfiic- 
tory examinations might be had and the examiners be better paid. 

Yours, 

J. 0. HART. 



STAEK OOyNTY. 

^ Our usual mode of e:(amination is by written questions, though on some occa- 
sions, when we have had but few applicants, we have found it more expeditious 
to examine oraUy. On such an occasion we were once examining a young gentk- 
oan, in Geography. He manifested very little knowledge of the subject. Finally, 
he was desired to go to an outline map of the United States, and point out the 
New England States. He took his position and proceeded thus : 
•* Well, we will begin with New York," at the same time pointing to Virginia. 
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Another was asked, " What is the Earth?" He replied, " Well, it is a kind o| 
a combination of mud and watery The Board concluded that the Schoolmastes^ 
had not been ^' abroad" much in their neighborhood. 

The following is an exact copy of a certificate of moral character which wa^ 
filed with us by an applicant. The names are omitted : 

•* i hearby Carfey that * C. R.' is a good Moral carractor Wus carractor wur i 
qu^nded with • A. B.,' Destrict Clark." 

H. COCK, 



WARREN COUNTY- ' 

There is 43 sounds in the english language Some Authors contend that there 
is but 41 sounds in the Eng. languige. I think there is but 41. 

Arithmetic is that science of art which treats of numbers. 

A Decimal fraction b 10 or some multiple of 10. 

A personal pronoun relates to persons. A Relative sometimes relates to per- 
sons and sometimes to things and orutes. 

A passive verb is one which represents the object as receiving the action. 

(Elementary sound defined) ft is a sound utered by the tea^ palat gums lips 
}f X mystake not the question. 

A personal pronoun represents a noun a relative refers to some personal pronomL 

A passive verb represents the action as passing from the object to the actor and 
is formed by the object being in the nom. case. 

Vocal consistes of pure tone. Aspret of pure breath. 

Word is the sine of our ides 

Dip. uneion of two vowal in one sound in the same silable 

Equator is a immagionary drowing around the earth from east to west. 

Classification is a cistimatic arrainge ment according to some definet plan 

It is a pronoun nuter ifec ' 

Auihography is the art of expressing the proper letters that compose a word or 
it is the art of spelling correctly 

A&alysis is the separating a compound into its parts to assertain its engredienci 

A passive verb is one in which the action is endured 

Arithmetic is a science and an art, as a science it explains the princiUes nvm* 
bers or quantity and as art it teaches how to apply thes princibles to practice 

(Grammar is divided) into Etomology Syntaks and Prosidy 

Leter ia a oaracter used as an elimentery sound 

The Personal pronouns are Thyne thou ye she it 



WOOD COUNTY. 

Perrtsbubg, OfiiOy Nov. 11, 1867. 
S>H» Am Smythf ConwUssionerp Jtc*: 

Dear Sib : In answer to your circular, I have prepared, from the minutes withiiv 
my reach, as nearly correct a statement as possible of the transactions of the 
2zamining Board in Wood county, which statement please find inclosed. 

Our number of applicants has been large. The teachers of ?iany of the county 
schools, desirous to sain the reflected honor of havin^r smart dudUs. have encour* 
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aged all whom they deemed sufficiently advanced, to submit to an examination 
from the ** County Board." The consequence has been that our examinations 
rather resembled town meetings than anything else ; and we have been pestered 
with precocious juveniles scarcely emancipated from bib and pinafore, yet able to 
answer the questions much better than many of their seniors. 

A large proportion of our applicants, as you will observe, are in the number of 
those who just got throlish, and a tight squeeze at that. This appears from the 
fact that so many in the list have received certificates for short terms. Few ean 
conceive the sublime and admirable depths of ignorance exhumed in the course of 
a year's experience in the Black Swamp by a school examiner. At a recent emami- 
nation, the written question required the applicant to name the several States 
intersected by the parallel of 36^ 30' Nor|h latitude. 

The prompt answer of one gentleman gravely informed us that there was no 
Buoh line existing, as it was repealed by the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. 

Observing his answer marked as erroneous, he scornfully referred us to the 
New York Tribune^ and left, evidently impressed with deep commiseration for oux 
ignorance. 

It has been the aim of the Board constantly to raise the standard of qualifica- 
tion» by rendering each examination a little more stringent than the preceding. 
It is doubtful, however, whether public opinion will uphold any Board in this 
course, at least here. People seem to consider it as sure to result in increased 
rates of compensation, and dislike to have their old 915 a month teachers thrown 
aside. Yours very respectfully, 

HENRY H. DODGE. 



CHAMPAIGN COUNTY NORMAL SCHOOL. 



BoK. A. SiiTTHt Commmioner of Schools : 

The followmg is submitted in accordance with your request for a " sketch of 
the origin^progressy and management of the Champaign County Normal School." 



OBIGIH AND PB0GRB86. 



An announcement was made early in the summer of 1854, that on the third 
lionday of July, a Normal Class would be organized at TJrbana, and that no one 
Slight be deterred from coming through fear of failure, assurance was given that 
;he class would be held for two weeks, no matter ho it few might attend. 

Aj; the time appointed a class of twenty-seven was formed. A session of three 
nreeks was held, during which the Champaign County Teachers' Association was 
organized. The Executive Committee of this Association, having been charged 
with making the arrangements for a Normal School, issued a circular, setting forth 
he objects and advantages of Normal Schools, and strenuously urging the teach- 
3rs of the county to attend. Eighty four responded to the call. 

The subjoined table shows at one view, the progress of the School. 
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The first point to be noticed under this head, and we deem it an important one, 
6, that all the arrangements of the school are under the direct control of the 
nembers themselves. The choice of Superintendent and instructors, the time of 
commencement, length of session, rates of tuition, salaries of instructors, text 
)ooks, course of study, &c., &c., are determined by a vote of the school. 

The arrangements for each succeeding year are made, as far as practicable, at 
ihe close of each session. 
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FIKAKOX. 

The financial matters of the school are intrusted to a committee appointed at 
the opening of each session, and neither superintendent nor instructors have any 
thing to do i?ith them. 

TUITION rsKS. 

Gentlemen pay 85, ladies $2 50. 

This is probably higher than at any other similar school in the Slate. It was 
thought that a liberal investment in this direction would repay much better than 
a miserly one, and experience has proved the wisdom of our policy. It places 
our ctchool on a firm foundation, and enables us to procure the services of the best 
tnen. Our teachers from abroad have been Profs. K. W. McFarland, A. Schuyler, 
D. Yaughan an# Robert Eidd, men of the very first standing in their respective , 
departments. 

INSTBUCnOK. 

The objects kept constantly in view in the instruction given at the Normal 
School, were— 

First. A thorough and critical knowledge of the branches taught. 

Second. The power to impart that knowledge with readiness and facility. 

Third. The best method of school discipline and govenmient. 

To secure the first, the classes in the different studies were divided, according 
to proficiency, into three grades, in order to secure to each the kind of instruction 
most needed. Lessons were assigned and regular recitations heard daily. We 
have found this method to be much more beneficial than the old method of giving 
instruction to the whole school at once by means of lectures. 

We endeavored to accomplish the second object in a gre&t measure simultane- 
ously with the first. The instructors aimed not only at imparting a knowledge of 
the branches studied, but at the same time gave the best method of explaining 
and teaching them. Daily lectures were also given to the whole school on the 
best method of teaching the different branches. 

The subject of school discipline was brought to the attention of the school by 
lectures, essays and discussions. Lectures by the Instructors and others ; essays 
and dbcussions by the teachers. In order to secure more time tor this than could 
be otherwise got, frequent evening sessions were held. A part of the exercises at 
these sessions consisted in each teacher's giving his experience in teaching^-the 
dificulties encountered — ^the method of meeting these dificulties, <&c., &o. The 
comments on these ^'experiences'' often gave rise to interesting and profitable dis- 
cussions. 

COTJBSB 07 STUDT. 

But little attention has been paid to any but the branches usually taught in our 
district schools, one great object having been to qualify teachers to teach these 
thoroughly and successfully. In our next school, however, provisions will be 
made for all who may wish to take a more extended course. 

FUBUO LXOTUBBS. 

Among our lecturers have been W. T. Coggeshall, Hon. Horace Mann, Hon. 
H. H. Barney, Hon. A. Smyth, Prof. H. Vaughan, and others. 

Such lectures are interesting and profitable, but our teachers do not seem to 
deem them of as much practical importance as many others do. 
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RSStTLT8« 

Haying had charge of the Normal School from its beginning, and being also a 
member of the Board of Examiners, my opportunities for judging could hardly 
have been better, and I say most unhesitatingly that in no other way in so short 
a time, and at so little expense, could so much good have been accomplished for 
our schools as in this. 

How many engage in teaching ? 

In answer to your question on this point I would say, that there are not to ex- 
ceed sizt who have attended at any time during the four years, who have not ea* 
gaged for a longer or shorter time teaching. 

Tours, etc., A. 0. DEUEL. 
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PRINTED QUESTIONS 



irOR SXIMIKATION OF 



GANDIDAEES FOR ADMISSION TO THE CINCINNATI 

HIGH SCHOOLS, 1857. 



QUESTIONS IN GEOGRAPHY. 
[Two hours will be allowed to answer these questions.] 

1. Draw an outline map of Asia? 

2. Name and locate the seas in and around Europe? « 

9. Name in the order of their population the seren largest cities in Europe, 
and the three largest in Africa. 

4. What countries of Asia border on the Indian ocean, and whc^ of Africa on 

the Atlantic ? 

5. Name and describe, in the order of their length, the five longest rivers in 

Europe, and in the same order, the five longest in Asia. 

6. What countries of the Eastern continent are situated in the north Tem- 

perate zone ? 

7. Namethe zones of the etirth, and give the principal animals and vegetable 

products of each. 

8. Name two of the principal moimtain ranges in each of the five grand di- 
. visions of the globe. 

9. Name the capitals of the Jive most impoitant political divisions of Europe ; 

give the latitude and longitude of each. 

10. Through what States does the meridian of Washington pass ? 

1 1. Name the six largest islands of the Eastern Hemisphere, and the four larg- 

est of lihe West Indies. 

12. Give in their order from north to south the States bordering on the Missis- 

sippi river on the east, and in an inverse order those on the west. 

13. Name, in the oarder of their population, the States bordering on the Ohio 

river, and give the capital, longest river, and chief commercial depot of 
each. 

14. Give the five largest political divisions of South America, and the capital 

of each. 

15. Give, in the order of Kheir population, the five largest cities of Nortlv 

America, uid also the three largest of South America. 

16. Give.thci boundary and capital of Virginia — of New York. 

1 7. Give the boundary and capital of Sweden. 

IS. Which of the Eastern States ranks first in importance ? which of the West- 
ern ? which of the Middle 7 which of the Southern ? 

19. Name the ten principal rivers of the United States that flow into the Atlaiv^ 

tic ocean. 

20. Compare Fnuuse wi& Ohioi in area, population, products and c^ate. 
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PRINCIPLES OF ARITHMETIC. 
[One hour and a half allowed to answer these.] 

1 • Explain the common system of notation. 

2. Give the different sets of factors in 48. 

3. Qive all the prime numbers from 1 to 50. 

4. How does the least common multiple differ from the greatest common 

divisor. 

5. How many operations are employed in Arithmetic? Define the terms 

belonging to each. 

6. What are abstract and concrete numbers ? Which t^re used in Arithmetic ? 

7. On what principle are fractions reduced to a common denominator ? 

8. Does multiplying the denominator increase or diminish the fraction ? Why t 

9. How does a Troy pound differ from an Avoirdupois pound, and how is one 

changed to the other ? 

10. How does a decimal differ from a common fraction, and how is the one 

changed to the other ? 

11. Give the rule for decimal division, and the reason for it, so far as relates to 

the denomination of .the quotient. 

12. Give the table of long measure. 

13. What is the difference between interest and discount ? 

14. How does ratio differ from proportion ? 

15. Define square root. How is found ? 

16. How is the per cent, of loss or gain found. 

1 7. In interest, how is the time found, when the other elements are given ? 

18. Explain the division of one common fraction by another. 

19. What is the rule for finding the cube root of a number ? 

20. What is alligation, and for what is it used ? 

QUESTIONS IN DEFINITIONS. 

[Three-quarters of an hour allowed to answer these.] ^ 

Anchorage, Oblivion, Buoyancy, Symmetry, Tactician, 

Precarious, Hoist, Uncouth, Turbulency, Manipulate, 

Palpable, Deference, Momentous, Graphic, Exigency, 

Phantasms, Wringing, Morbid, Contravene, Cogency. 

PROBLEMS IN ARITHMETIC. 
[Two hours and a half allowed to answer these.] 

1. Bought goods and sold them at 9 per cent, gain, and invested the proceed! 

and sold at 9 per cent, loss ; did I gain or' lose by the operation, and 
how much per cent.? 

2. 4 f times a certain number, increased by 8, equals f of the quotient of 6( 

divided by 1| ; what is the number ? 

3. I owe f of my income ; I can, in five years, by saving -^j of my incomi 

annually, pay my debt and have 950 ; what is my income ? 

4. A owes B 9144, due in 6 months and 20 days; B owes A 9324. due in ] 

year, 4 months, 20 dAys ; if A pays half his debt now and the red 
when due, when ouffht B to pay all his debt ? ' 

I sold 50 bushels of wheat for A, and 60 for B ; A's wheat is worth 20 p« 
cent, more than B's ; I received 9150 for both lots ; how much ought \ 
to pay each. 
6. A receives 92 as often as B receives 93 and C 96 ; C has 912 more thai 
A and B together ; how much did each receive ? J 
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7. A Bold clotli to B and guned 10 per cent.; B sold it to C and gained 10 

per cent.; G sold to D and gained 10 per cent., and received 9726 ; how 
much did it cost A? 

8. A's stock is 9860 ; B's 8420 ; A's share of the profits is 94 more than 

twice B*s ; how much did each gain ? 

9. I of the cost of my house, with j of the cost of my farm, amount in 10 

years, at 7 per cent, interest, to 917,000 ; if | of the cost of the house 
equals ^ the cost of |^f the farm, wfiat is the cost of each ? 

10. y of A's money, in 2 years and ^4 months, at 6 per cent, amounts to 9570 ; 
what is his whole fortune ? 

lU A man passes three toll-gates ; at the first he pays 5 cents less than half his 
money ; at the second, 2 cents less than half the remainder ; at the 
third, one cent more than half of what he then had ; he then had 4 
cents ; how much had he at first ? 

12. 8^ yards of silk cost 24| yards of cotton ; how much cotton will cost 57y 

yards silk? 

13. 36 pounds of sugar cost 24 pounds of coffee ; 22 pounds of coffee cost 55 

pounds of rice ; how many pounds of rice cost 16 pounds of sugar? 

14. How long must 9136.80 be on interest, at 7 per cent, to gain 92.79 ? 

15. What is the discount on 9195.87, due in,l year, 5 months and 18 days, at 6 

per cent.? 

16. I have salt at 33, 37 and 50 cents per bushel ; how many bushels of each 

kind must I take to make a mixture of 100 bushels, worth 40 cents per 
bushel ? 

17. Sold 2 pencils at 96 apiece ; on one I gained 20 per cent, and on the other 

lost 20 per cent.; how much did I gain or lose ? 

18. What principal will, in 4 years, 7 months auj^ 6 days, at 6^ per cent., 

amount to 9412? 

19. Money is worth 6 per cent.; I bought goods for 9400; 6 months after, I 

sold them at 10 per cent, gain on what I paid ; how much did I gain ? 

20. A man bought a horse for 936, and sold it for 25 per cent, more than he 
paid, and 10 per cent, less than he asked for it ; what did he ask for it ? 

QUESTIONS IN MENTAL ARITHMETIC. 
[One hour allowed to answer these.] 

1. A boat ascends a river 5 miles per hour, and goes down 1 \ miles per hour ; 

what is the rate of the current? 

2. The sum of three numbers is 44 ; the second is one-third of the first ; the 

third equals the second and twice the first ; what are the numbers ? 

3. If to my age you add its half, its third, and 28 years, the sum will be three 

times my age ? what is my a^e ? 

4. A is 7 years older than B ; aix tunes A's age equals eight times B's; what 

are their ages ? 

5. A cow, calf and sheep cost ^9 28 ; the sheep costs 92 less than the calf, and 

the cow costs four times as much as the calf; how much did each cost? 

6. A man gave his son three times as many cents as he then had ; his uncle 

gave him 40 cents ; the son then had nine times as much as at first ; 
how much did he have at first ? 

7. A boat moves up stream 6 miles per hour and down stream 14 miles per 

hour ? what is the rate of the boat independent of the current ? * 

8. A boy bought an equal number of apples, pears and peaches for 56 cents ; 

he paid fur the apples 2 cents apiece, for the pears 3 cents, and for the 
peaches 5 cents ; how many of each did he buy ? 
• 0. What number, increased by its half and its fourth, equals 21 ? 
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10. 3 pounds of coffee cost as much as 5 pounds of augar ; one pound of co£fee 

costs 6 cents more than one pound of sugar ; what is the cost per pound 
of each ? 

1 1. A man and boy do a job in 9 days ; the man can do it in 12 days ; in how 

many days can the boy do it ? 

12. A man travels 14 hours a day and performs half his journey in 9 days ; in 

how many days will he perform the other half, traveling 10 hours per 
day? 

13. A man spent one -half and one- third of his money, and had 910 left ; how 

much had he at first ? 

1 4. Seven-eights of a number exceeds four-fifths of it by 46; what is the number? 
16. Four-fifths of one-third are how many halves ? 

16. I sell two-thirds for the cost of half ; how much per cent, do I lose ? 

17. How often does four times three-fifths of a number contain five-eights of 

two -sevenths of the same number ? 

18. By selling my apples for 36 cents, I gain half a cent apiece more than by 

selling three for 30 eents ; how many did I have ? 

19. Three men spend $43 ; B spends 86 more than A, and C twice as much as 

B ; how much did each spend ? 

20. A has four times as much money as B ; if B receives $9 more, A will have 

as much as B ; how much has each ? 



QUESTIONS IN ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 

[One hour and a half allowed to answer these.] 

1 . How many di£ferent kinds of words may a sentence contain ? 
2« What are the essential parts of a sentence ? 

3. What should be the number of a verb whose sulked is a collective noun ? 

4. If the subject nominatives are of different persons, irith which shall the Verb 

agree? 

5. What part of Grammar treats of the properties of iifords,**of their relation 

to other words, — of puncttiaHon f 

6. What different parts of speech may mice, thai and what be ? 

7. Give the plural of deer, sheep, bellows, oats, radius, stratum, memorandum, 

analysis, focus, genus, 

8. Write the plural (A grotto, foUo, echo, hero, seraglio, 

9. Define the passive voice of a verb, and give its formationy 

10. When does the infinitive become a noun? 

11. Give the ndes of Syntax for the obfective qase ? 

12. Write the indicative mode, third pa^ tense, of the verb sit. 

15. Give Reform of the verb lay, in the second person smgnlar, of the passive^ 

Tdce. 
14. Prmcipal parts of teach, fly, lie, set, eat, ring, cleave, 

16. How is the progressive form of a verb obtained ? . 

16. What is comparison — how many methods are there ? 

17. What is declension? Decline lady, child, James, 

18. How manji kinds of pronouns are ^ete^-^dtfins each ? 

19. Whence is the English language derived? 

20. In the sentence — me coat is worth the money — ^how will you parse the itali" 

dud words? 

IS^tCHOOI. BU^ 
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HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES. 
[Tvro hours allowed to answer these.] 

1. Oive a history of the capture of Louisburg. 

2. Oive an account of the ca'pture of Quebec. 

3. Give an account of the introduction of African Slavery. 

4. Give an account of the '* Declaration of Bights.'^ 

5. Give an account of the Mechlenburg Convention. 

6. Give an account of the commencement of our Revolution. 

7. By what body was Washington chosen Commander-in-Chief of the Ameri* 

can forces ? When ? Where ? 

8. Give an account of Burgoyne's Expedition. 

9. Give an account of Arnold's conspiracy. 

10. When, where and by whom was the battle of the ** Cowpens" fought f 

11. After the Revolution, what government existed^ and what was the state of 

the nation ? 

12. Give an account of the formation and adoption of our present Constitution t 

13. What was the ''Whisky Insurrection?" 

14. Give an account of the Nullification in South Carolina. 
16. Give an account of the Missouri Compromise. 

16. Name the principal battles in which General Washington was )3ngaged. 

17. Give a history of the Black Hawk War. 

18. Give an account of Burr's Conspiracy. 

19. How does our nation at present compare with it at the close of the Beyolu- 

tionary War, in extent, population* etc.? 

20. Give a brief history of Ohio. 



